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ZCAO COUNCIL EXAMINES FOLLOW-UP OF KOREAN A I R  LINES INCIDENT 

Montreal ,  October 1983 -- A team of f i v e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C i v i l  Av ia t ion  

Organ iza t ion  e x p e r t s ,  assembled immediately a f t e r  t h e  adop t ion  of a Reso lu t ion  by t h e  

Ex t rao rd ina ry  Sess ion  of t h e  Council  (15-16 September) on t h e  Korean A i r  L ines  F l i g h t  007 

i n c i d e n t  of 1 September, is now c o l l e c t i n g  f a c t s  and a s s i m i l a t i n g  d a t a  concerning t h e  

f l i g h t  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Report ing on a n  i n t e r i m  b a s i s ,  pending complet ion of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

i n  December, t h e  S e c r e t a r y  General of t h e  Organ iza t ion ,  Yves Lambert, informed Council  

members (on 20 October) t h a t  he had been i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  Japan,  t h e  Republ ic  o f  Korea, 

t h e  Union o f  Sov ie t  S o c i a l i s t  Republ ics  and t h e  United S t a t e s ,  s o l i c i t i n g  t h e i r  

co-operat  i o n .  

Japan,  t h e  Republic of Korea and t h e  United S t a t e s  have provided r e l e v a n t  

i n fo rma t ion  and accepted a v i s i t  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team d u r i n g  i t s  f i e l d  t r a v e l .  The 

Sov ie t  Union h a s  i n d i c a t e d  i t  i s  conduct ing i t s  own i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and would t r a n s m i t  t h e  

r e s u l t s  t o  ICAO i n  accordance wi th  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  The S e c r e t a r y  General t o l d  t h e  

Council  t h a t  he had a l s o  r ece ived  and accep ted  an  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  t h e  Sov ie t  Union i n  

t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

.The ICAO team between 26 September and 3 October v i s i t e d  N e w  York, 

Anchorage, t h e  Republic o f  Korea and Japan,  f l ew  Korean A i r  L ines  F l i g h t  007, and m e t  

personnel  concerned wi th  a i r l i n e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  and o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  

involved i n  f l i g h t  p l ann ing  and o p e r a t i o n s .  

i n v i t e d  by t h e  United S t a t e s  and Japanese Governments on board s e a r c h  and r e s c u e  v e s s e l s .  

I n  t h e  sea of Japan,  ICAO team members were 
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A t  t h e  reques t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Government, an ICAO team member i s  

p r e s e n t l y  on board of a United States naval recovery vessel t o  observe t h e  p o s s i b l e  

r e t r i e v a l  of t h e  f l i g h t  d a t a  andlor  cockpi t  vo ice  recorders  from KAL 007. 

The Secre ta ry  General t o l d  t h e  Council he made formal arrangements with 

t h e  French Government f o r  t h e  observa t ion  of r e t r i e v a l ,  t r a n s p o r t  and e x t r a c t i o n  of d a t a  

from t h e  "black boxes", i n  t h e  event they are u l t i m a t e l y  r e t r i e v e d .  Ext rac t ion  and 

reproduct ion of d a t a  w i l l  t ake  p lace  i n  French Administration l a b o r a t o r i e s  a t  I C A O ' S  

request  and under I C A O ' s  c o n t r o l ,  wi th  observers  of S ta tes  d i r e c t l y  involved being i n v i t e d  

t o  be present  during t h e  e n t i r e  process .  

The Secre ta ry  General reported t o  Council t h a t  t h e  ICAO i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

had revealed no negat ive impl ica t ions  whatsoever with regard t o  t h e  s a f e t y  of cont inuing,  

r e g u l a r  a i r  t r a n s p o r t  opera t ions  on t h e  North P a c i f i c  a i r  r o u t e  system. It w a s  noted t h a t  

while f l i g h t  opera t ions  on t h e  northernmost of t h e  a i r  r o u t e s  (R-20), which w a s  used by 

t h e  i l l - f a t e d  KAL 007, had been temporar i ly  suspended a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  i t  w a s  now back 

i n  f u l l  opera t ion .  This  much-used, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  westbound a i r  r o u t e  has  been i n  use f o r  

near ly  a decade by an estimated 100,000 o r  more c i v i l i a n  commercial f l i g h t s .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team has been a t  t h e  ICAO Regional Off ice ,  Bangkok, 

Thailand, s i n c e  1 0  October. While t h e r e ,  i t  began analysing t h e  voluminous d a t a  i t  had 

assembled during its f i e l d  t r a v e l s  and a s s i m i l a t i n g  i t  w i t h ' t h e  pre- t rave l  information 

i t  had gathered.  

Secre ta ry  General before  t h e  end of t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n  of t h e  Council ,  16 December. 

A complete r e p o r t  i s  due t o  be presented t o  t h e  Council by t h e  


