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Part  1:    Archaeological finds of historic times from glaciers
corpuses and and aircrafts

Part  2: Prehistoric archaeological ice sites in 
special topographic situations
The ice-man from Hauslabjoch and the alpine pass of Lenk, 
Schnidejoch

The Alps, topography of mentioned sites



Foto Theodulgletscher

Glaciers corps from the Swiss Alps (Wallis and Graubünden)

Zermatt VS, Theodul pass. Corpus of a mercenary from the 16th century.





Bergün GR, Porchabella glacier and Piz Kesch (in background). Corpus of a woman
from the 18th century.









Archaeology of World War I: combat areas in the ice (Adamello region, Tyrol) 



Forni glacier, 2004: Austria-Hungarian soldiers are excavated. They died 1918  in 
the third battle of Monte San Matteo (Photo Maurizio Vicenzi).



Austria/Tyrol:  an German Junkers Ju-52/3 crashed in 1941, emerges since 2001 
from the glacier ice.

Archaeology of World War II: aircrafts in Austria/Tyrol and Switzerland. 



Bernese Alps, Switzerland. In december 1946 a US DC3 Dakota aircraft crashes on the
Gauli glacier. All passengers and pilots were saved, the machine is still in the ice.



Part  2: Prehistoric archaeological ice sites in 
special topographic situations
The ice-man from Hauslabjoch and the alpine pass of Lenk, 
Schnidejoch

Lenk, Schnidejoch

„Ötzi“/Tisenjoch



Austrian-Italian border: Tisenjoch, Ötztal Alps. In 1991 was found the mumy 

of a neolithic  man, with full equipment, dated around 3300 BC.







At Lenk, Schnidejoch, Bernese Alps, Switzerland between 2003 and 2008

several hundred objects were found, dating between 4300 BC and 900 AD.



Lake Iffig, 1950 m asl.



Wildhorn cabin SAC, 2350 m asl.









Wildhorn 3247 m and Schnidejoch 2756 m asl.



Schnidejoch 2756 m asl.



17th september 2004



28th september 2005



Lenk, Schnidejoch, Blick NE, situation end september 2005







GIS reference point at Schnidehorn 2937 m asl.



Helicopter transport for sediment transport.



The field team: Albert Hafner, Kathrin Glauser, Urs Messerli



C14 Laboratory: ETH/Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich

Lenk, Schnidejoch, Radiocarbon dates C14, 2-sigma range



Iron Age, Roman Period, Early 
Middle Ages:

• 200 BC – 1000 AD 

Early Bronze Age:

• 2100 – 1500 BC

Neolithic:

• 3000 – 2200 BC

• 3650 – 3500 BC

• 4500 – 4300 BC



Lenk, Schnidejoch, Neolithic finds



ETH-32499/UZ-5344 : 5560±60BP

68.2% probability

4450BC (68.2%) 4350BC

95.4% probability

4530BC (94.3%) 4320BC

4290BC ( 1.1%) 4270BC

ETH-32043/UZ-5344 : 5600±55BP

68.2% probability

4490BC (68.2%) 4360BC

95.4% probability

4540BC (95.4%) 4340BC







Bow sinew.





Reconstruction of the bow quiver.



Reconstruction of the bow quiver.



Lenk, Schnidejoch: arrows





Lenk, Schnidejoch: arrows



160 cm

Lenk, Schnidejoch: bow (Taxus baccata).



1 cm

Lenk, Schnidejoch: arrow heads.



55 cm

Lenk, Schnidejoch: leather leggins.



Lenk, Schnidejoch: leather leggins.



Lenk, Schnidejoch: shoe fragments.



L = 227 mm

Lenk, Schnidejoch, Early Bronze Age finds









Lenk, Schnidejoch, Roman finds 







Iffigsee: 

Caracalla, 201–206

Schnidejoch:

Militärmünze, 15 v.Chr.



mittelalterliches Sohlenflickstück

Lenk, Schnidejoch, Early Middle Ages



Rhonegletscher

Glaciers today

Glaciers of the little ice age

Lenk, Schnidejoch, pathways and extension of glaciers, 1850 AD



Lenk, Schnidejoch, correlation between finds and retreating glaciers
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