
Export Promotion Policy Directive of NCSL Labor and Economic 
Development Committee: 

 
Export Promotion, Export Finance and Trade Agreements 
 
The states and the federal government have a role in export promotion, particularly to help small- 
and medium-sized businesses who may find it difficult to obtain financing or insurance for their 
goods. 
 
NCSL urges the federal government to improve its coordination and cooperation with state 
programs and by providing adequate federal financing. 
 
NCSL urges more funding for federal export programs such as the U.S. Commercial Service (USCS) 
of the Department of Commerce, which would permit it to properly staff overseas posts and reopen 
vital offices that have been closed in recent years. Funding for the Export-Import Bank's direct and 
guaranteed loan programs should also be maintained, and NCSL particularly supports a constant 
level of funding for the Bank's City/State Program. 
 
NCSL supports the federal government’s efforts to work through multilateral negotiations to open 
markets that are currently closed to U.S. products and to reduce the use of trade-distorting subsidies. 
 
NCSL supports increasing capacity at the Office of the USTR to work with state governments and 
ensure that our trading partners are adhering to the terms of our agreements. 
 
NCSL strongly urges the federal government to support training for inspection professionals and 
the development of new technologies to secure the health and safety of imported foods and 
agricultural products. 


