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For the first time in history, the world may see the end of 
extreme poverty—as soon as the next generation. But 
worrisome gaps and risks remain. Stark inequalities persist, 
and many of those who have escaped poverty  
are vulnerable to setbacks.

as one of the world’s largest multilateral 
development agencies, present in over 
170 countries and territories, Undp 
is on the frontlines of anticipating, 
understanding and acting on today’s 
opportunities and risks.

our 2014-2017 strategic plan 
articulates our vision. We help 
countries eradicate extreme poverty, 
and roll back inequalities and 
exclusion. We act on three fronts 
to achieve development that is 
sustainable, inclusive and resilient.  

First, Undp encourages a shift to 
sustainability, where economic growth 

benefits poor and marginalized 
groups, and avoids irreversible 
environmental damage. 

second, we support democratic 
systems to become inclusive and 
accountable, and able to meet 
expectations for participation, services 
and security. 

third, we back efforts to systematically 
identify and prevent big risks to 
development, and to help countries 
and communities with quick recovery, 
and greater resilience to crisis. 

We live in a time of  
great hope for humanity. 



  T r u s T e d  e x p e r T i s e

UNDP has nearly 50 years of experience leading  
the UN’s development work, providing knowledge,  
practical expertise, and a legacy of trust. 

partnership has always been at the core of what we do, but now, more 
than ever, we are fostering south-south cooperation among developing 
countries—they have learned many useful lessons through experience. 
Countries that are already developed also have deep reservoirs of 
expertise. the imperative is to help link many sources of knowledge and 
widen the circle of opportunity for all.

through 2015, one of Undp’s primary responsibilities is supporting 
countries to make a final, accelerated push to reach the millennium 
development goals, both in our own programmes and through our 
leadership of the Un development system. We are also closely  
engaged in deliberations on a new post-2015 development agenda;  
our strategic plan already aligns with its general directions. 

We see a more sustainable, inclusive and resilient world within reach, 
and are fully committed to our role in achieving it.

TAX

TAX

TAX



expanding democracy and some of the 
world’s fastest growing economies are 
the hallmarks of a new african era. Yet 
sobering challenges remain, including 
sharpening disparities between those who 
benefit from growth and transformation, 
and those who do not. Undp helps reduce 
exclusion, especially for the poorest people, 
by working to open opportunities—such 
as to vote, find a job, and access basic, high-
quality services.

p l a n s  To  e n d  p o v e r T y  i n  n i g e r

one of the world’s most impoverished 
countries, niger confronts regular droughts 
and food crises. a better future—and the 
lives of its people—depend on skillful, stable 
management of fragile resources. Undp has 
backed a national development plan that 
gives a central role to effective governance 

in delivering services and solutions to the problems nigeriens face. 
this emphasis helped convince international donors to close the 
plan’s nearly $5 billion funding gap. among other recent signs of 
progress: a major programme targeting food security and accelerated 
actions to achieve the mdgs have boosted irrigated agriculture and 
reduced malnutrition.

  a f r i c a

a n  i n c lu s i v e  T r a n s i T i o n  
i n  T u n i s i a

the 2014 passage of tunisia’s Constitution 
was a triumph after months of intensive 
bargaining. it quickly became known for its 
landmark human rights protections. Undp 
helped make the process inclusive through 
mass public consultations: 80 members of 

parliament met with over 6,000 tunisians citizens in all 24 provinces. 
training for over 200 civil society groups facilitated engagement 
with another 24,000 people. political leaders agreed that these 
contributions, amid national transition, were instrumental in forging 
a consensus that will define the future of the country.

the arab states stand at a crossroads 
between progress and crisis. Undp 
recognizes the region’s many vulnerabilities, 
and in the face of these, aims to reduce 
risks and build resilience. our support 
includes measures to improve struggling 
economies, mitigate fallout from instability, 
and encourage governance that meets 
expectations for representation and 
responsive public services. 

  a r a b  s TaT e s
g r e e n  e n e r g y  
i n  K a z a K h s Ta n

renewable energy was once a hard sell 
in Kazakhstan, with its huge fossil fuel 
reserves. But long-term Undp advocacy 
has prompted an embrace of a greener 
economy. By 2050, half the country’s 
energy must come from alternative 

sources; recent changes in national legislation will expedite new 
investments in renewables. Undp has helped develop a nascent 
wind energy industry with enormous potential, and encouraged 
efforts to green transportation and buildings. energy efficiency 
is now central to the $5.8 billion national programme on the 
modernization of Housing and municipal infrastructure.

despite economic crisis, many countries 
in europe and the Commonwealth of 
independent states have kept their 
development on track. But progress 
has been uneven, with living standards 
for some groups failing to meet their 
aspirations. Undp helps countries pursue 
development responsive to all citizens, 
with a sustainable balancing of human 
and environmental priorities.

  e u r o p e  a n d  T h e  c i s

paT h ways  To  p e ac e  i n  e l  s a lva d o r

Criminal gangs have given el salvador some of the world’s highest homicide rates. this plague of violence 
has complex roots encompassing poverty, scarce jobs, social fragmentation and a history of brutal conflict. 
Undp supports solutions on many levels, both to stop crime and open doors to productive development. 
With our assistance, the national government has adopted its first policy on justice, security and a peaceful 
coexistence. new systems track crime statistics, and guns laws have been tightened. Job programmes 
reach at-risk youth, helping them see that a safe, more hopeful life lies within reach.

a decade of progress has transformed latin america and the Caribbean. still, growth 
and the reduction of inequalities are slowing, and opportunities are not equal for all 
groups such as women, youth, and people of african and indigenous descent. Undp 
assists countries to probe and cut the roots of persistent disparities. We encourage broad, 
meaningful participation in development choices as key to both prosperity and stability. 

  l aT i n  a m e r i c a  a n d  T h e  c a r i b b e a n

r e co v e ry  a n d  r e s i l i e n c e  
i n  T h e  p h i l i p p i n e s

When typhoon Haiyan slammed 
into the philippines, it became the 
strongest recorded storm ever to hit 
land. more than 6,000 people perished; 
over 14 million suffered losses in one 
of the country’s poorest areas. Undp 

took immediate action to help restore essential infrastructure, 
livelihoods and public services—65,000 people earned income 
clearing debris, including from 1,000 kilometres of roads. We also 
aided national and local governments to manage the response, 
and, as one of the best precautions against future severe storms, to 
initiate disaster risk and response mechanisms. 

asia-pacific is the world’s fastest growing 
region as its economic miracle continues 
to unfold. But this success, while 
laudable, is vulnerable. economic growth 
has not produced enough decent jobs, 
for example, and natural disasters are 
more likely to strike here than anywhere 
else. Undp helps countries protect and 
extend development gains.

  a s i a  a n d  T h e  pac i f i c
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UNDP gratefully acknowledges the 
following partners whose contributions 
support its regular resources. 

Partner Regular Resources Contributed 
in 2013 • In US Dollars

1 norway  133,235,992 
2 United Kingdom 85,470,498 
3 sweden  84,637,894 
4 Japan 80,472,261 
5 United states 79,083,000 
6 netherlands 74,385,511 
7 switzerland 62,844,542 
8 denmark 56,535,892 
9 Canada* 44,378,699 

10 germany 29,852,136 
11 Finland 28,679,213 
12 australia** 18,154,657 
13 France 17,682,476 
14 Belgium 15,298,013 
15 ireland 11,366,539 
16 new Zealand 6,837,607 
17 republic of Korea 5,500,000 
18 italy 5,235,602 
19 india 4,403,295 
20 luxembourg 4,002,714 
21 China 3,800,000 
22 turkey 3,000,000 
23 spain** 2,758,621 
24 austria 2,554,278 
25 saudi arabia 2,000,000 
26 russia 1,100,000 
27 thailand 865,112 
28 Kuwait 570,000 
29 Bangladesh 400,000 
30 United arab emirates 324,000 

*  excludes Canada’s contribution of $49,164,208 to core resources in 
april 2013, as it was intended for 2012. 

** australia and spain’s 2013 contributions were received in 2014. 
 

Japan is UNDP’s largest donor and contributed $382 million 
total in 2013, including $301 million in earmarked funding.

Regular resources are at the heart of UNDP’s ability to 
deliver results. They are non-earmarked funds directed 
towards the poorest and most vulnerable. They allow the 
organization to plan ahead and respond to the emerging 
needs of countries.

c r e aT e  s u s Ta i n a b l e  l i v e l i h o o d s

million jobs6.5
b u i l d  r e s i l i e n c e

crisis-affecTed naTions14
m a K e  s o c i a l  p r oT e c T i o n  i n c lu s i v e

million people15
b r o a d e n  acc e s s  To  j u s T i c e

counTries117
co n d u c T  e l e c T i o n s

million newly-regisTered voTers43
b a l a n c e  n aT u r a l  r e s o u r c e  u s e

million hecTares250

In 2013, UNDP programmes helped:
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