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COMMAND COMPOSITION AND O R G A N I Z A T I O N  

USS ELROD (FFG 55) i s  an O l i v e r  Hazard P e r r y  c l a s s  g u i d e d  
m i s s i l e  f r i g a t e  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  w a r f a r e  m i s s i o n s .  Her p r i m a r y  
m i s s i o n  i s  Ant i -Submar ine  War fare  w i t h  secondary m i s s i o n s  o f  
A n t i - A i r  War fa re  and A n t i - S u r f a c e  War fare .  USS ELROD i s  equ ipped 
w i t h  t h e  AN/SQQ-89(V)2 ASW S u i t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  AN/SQR-19 
T a c t i c a l  Towed A r r a y  Sonar System (TACTASS) and t h e  AN/SQQ-28(V) 
Sh ipboard  Sonobouy P r o c e s s i n g  System (SSPS). F i r e p o w e r  i s  
p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  MK 46 Mod 5 ASW Torpedoes, SM-1 AAW M i s s i l e s ,  
Harpoon ASUW M i s s i l e s ,  a  76mm MK 75 r a p i d  f i r e  gun, and a  Vu lcan 
Pha lanx  C lose  I n  Weapons System (CIWS). Radars, e l e c t r o n i c  
w a r f a r e  systems, communicat ion systems, and two SH-60B Seahawk 
h e l i c o p t e r s  make ELROD a f o r m i d a b l e  f i g h t i n g  s h i p .  USS ELROD i s  
homeported i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  and was under  t h e  
command o f  Commander B ruce  R.  L i n d e r ,  USN, u n t i l  18 J u l y  1991. 
Commander Donald P. Lo ren ,  USN r e l i e v e d  on 18 J u l y  1991. ELROD's 
p a r e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  commander i s  Commander, D e s t r o y e r  Squadron 
SIX. 
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CHRONOLOGY FOR 1991 

0 1  Jan - 13 Jan 
14 Jan - 15 Jan 
16 Jan - 03 Feb 
04 Feb - 05 Feb 
06 Feb - 27 Feb 

28 Feb - 0 1  Mar 
02 Mar - 18 Mar 
19  Mar - 29 Mar 
30 Mar - 05 Apr 
06 Apr - 11 Apr 

12  Apr 

13 Apr - 15 Apr 

16 Apr 

17 Apr 

18 Apr - 20 Apr 

2 1  Apr - 24 Apr 
25 Apr - 08 May 
09 May 
10 May - 13  May 
14 May - 16 May 
17 May 

18 May - 24 May 
25 May 
26 May - 11 Jun 
12  Jun - 13 Jun 
14 Jun - 17 Jun 
18 Jun - 14  J u l  
15 J u l  - 16 J u l  
17 J u l  
18 J u l  
19 J u l  - 22 J u l  
23 J u l  - 09 A u ~  
10 A u ~  - 11 A u ~  
12 A u ~  - 24 A u ~  
25 A u ~  - 27 A u ~  
28 Aug - 25 Sep 
26 Sep - 06 Oct  
07 Oct  
08 Oct  - 12 Oct  
13 Oct  
14 Oct  - 22 Oct  
23 Oct - 29 Oct  

I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  l o c a l  ops 
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  Por tsmouth ,  V i r g i n i a  
Drydock Por tsmouth  N a v a l  Sh ipya rd ,  
Por tsmouth ,  V i r g i n i a  
Underway f o r  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  T a i l  P r o f i c i e n c y  T r a i n i n g  (TPT) 
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  Type Commander's Core T r a i n i n g  
(TCCT)  
A r r i v e  and Depar t  R o o s e v e l t  Roads N a v a l  
S t a t i o n ,  P u e r t o  R i c o  
Underway f o r  Type Commander's Core T r a i n i n g  
(TCCT) 
A r r i v e  and Depar t  R o o s e v e l t  Roads Nava l  
S t a t i o n ,  P u e r t o  R i c o  
Underway f o r  P h i l l i p s b u r g ,  S i n t  Maarten,  
Dutch  A n t i l l e s  
I n p o r t  P h i l l i p s b u r g ,  S i n t  Maarten,  Dutch  
A n t i l l e s  
Underway f o r  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
C h a r l e s t o n  Nava l  Weapons S t a t i o n  
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  C o u n t e r - N a r c o t i c  Ops 
A r r i v e  and D e p a r t  Nava l  S t a t i o n  Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba 
Underway f o r  C o u n t e r - N a r c o t i c  Ops 
I n p o r t  O r a n j e s t a d ,  Aruba 
Underway f o r  C o u n t e r - N a r c o t i c  Ops 
I n p o r t  R o o s e v e l t  Roads, P u e r t o  R i c o  
Underway f o r  C o u n t e r - N a r c o t i c s  Ops 
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  l o c a l  ops 
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Change o f  Command, C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  FLEET-EX 4-91 
Underway f o r  SOC-EX 4-91 
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  
Underway f o r  l o c a l  ops 
I n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  
T r a n s i t  A t l a n t i c  
T r a n s i t  S t r a i t  o f  G i b r a l t a r  
T r a n s i t  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
T r a n s i t  Suez Canal  (Southbound) 
T r a n s i t  Red Sea 
T r a n s i t  G u l f  o f  Aden 
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CHRONOLOGY FOR 1991 
(CONTINUED) 

30 Oct 
3 1  Oct - 02 NOV 
03 NOV - 09 NOV 
10 N O V  - 11 NOV 
12  Nov 
13 Nov 
14 NOV - 18 NOV 
19 NOV - 24 NOV 
25 Nov 
26 Nov 
27 Nov 
28 NOV - 29 NOV 
30 Nov 
0 1  Dec 
02 Dec - 04 Dec 
05 Dec - 07 Dec 
08 Dec - 14 Dec 
15 Dec - 16 Dec 
17  Dec - 19 Dec 
20 Dec 
2 1  Dec 
22 Dec 
23 Dec 
24 Dec - 3 1  Dec 

T r a n s i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz (Nor thbound)  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
I n p o r t  J e b e l  A l i ,  U n i t e d  Arab E m i r a t e s  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
T r a n s i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz (Southbound) 
T r a n s i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz (Nor thbound)  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
I n p o r t  Mina Sulman, B a h r a i n  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
T r a n s i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz (Southbound) 
Underway f o r  G u l f  o f  Oman Ops 
I n p o r t  Muscat,  Oman 
Underway f o r  G u l f  o f  Oman Ops 
T r a n s i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz (Nor thbound)  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
I n p o r t  Mina Sulman, B a h r a i n  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
I n p o r t  J u b a y l ,  Saud i  A r a b i a  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
I n p o r t  Mina Sulman, B a h r a i n  
Underway f o r  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  G u l f  Ops 
T r a n s i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz (Southbound) 
Underway f o r  G u l f  o f  Oman Ops 
I n p o r t  Muscat,  Oman 
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY FOR 1991 

USS ELROD spen t  t h e  f i r s t  months o f  1991 p r e p a r i n g  f o r  
deployment .  January saw ELROD t h r o u g h  CSRR Phase I, GTRR, SMI 
a s s i s t ,  and t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  "Trees  f o r  C h a r l e s t o n n  
p r o j e c t .  I n  Februa ry ,  ELROD e n t e r e d  Por tsmouth  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  t o  
conduct  work on t h e  sonar  dome and r u d d e r  s e a l .  F o l l o w i n g  
s u c c e s s f u l  sea t r i a l s ,  she r e t u r n e d  t o  homeport .  

I n  March, t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  tempo i n c r e a s e d .  ELROD had a  
s u c c e s s f u l  D i e s e l  I n s p e c t i o n ,  SITE C a l i b r a t i o n ,  M e d i c a l  Readiness 
I n s p e c t i o n ,  A v i a t i o n  F a c i l i t i e s  I n s p e c t i o n ,  and Harpoon M i s s i l e  
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  w h i l e  i n p o r t  C h a r l e s t o n .  Underway, ELROD 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  passed T a i l  P r o f i c i e n c y  T r a i n i n g .  A l s o  d u r i n g  t h e  
underway p e r i o d ,  ELROD conducted  a  b u r i a l  a t  sea f o r  t h e  ashes o f  
a  fo rmer  Navy man. 

I n  A p r i l ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  became more B a t t l e  Group o r i e n t e d  
w i t h  Type Commander's Core T r a i n i n g  (TCCT). ELROD o p e r a t e d  w i t h  
USS DAHLGREN, USS MAHAN, USS TICONDEROGA, USS BAINBRIDGE, USS 
DOYLE, and USS TRUETT, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  e x e r c i s e s  t h a t  t e s t e d  a l l  
w a r f a r e  areas .  B r i e f  s t o p s  a t  R o o s e v e l t  Roads Nava l  S t a t i o n  k e p t  
ELROD s u p p l i e d .  A t h r e e  day p o r t  v i s i t  i n  P h i l i p s b u r g ,  S i n t  
M a a r t i n  a l l o w e d  t h e  crew t o  r e l a x  and e n j o y  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  
t h e  Dutch  A n t i l l e s .  

May and June saw ELROD s h i f t i n g  from c o n v e n t i o n a l  w a r f a r e  t o  
t h e  war on drugs.  As p a r t  o f  t h e  j o i n t  Navy and Coast Guard 
C o u n t e r - N a r c o t i c s  O p e r a t i o n s  t a s k  f o r c e ,  ELROD conducted  o v e r  10 
b o a r d i n g s ,  and s e i z e d  t h e  MV N o r d i c ,  wh ich  was found t o  be 
c a r r y i n g  ove r  $10 M i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  coca ine .  Wh i le  c o n d u c t i n g  
these  o p e r a t i o n s ,  ELROD was named as a  "1991 N o t a b l e w  by 
Neighborhoods-USA i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  i n n o v a t i v e  
community s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t  "Trees  f o r  C h a r l e s t o n v v .  ELROD was t h e  
f i r s t  DOD o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  be r e c o g n i z e d  as a  " N o t a b l e w  i n  t h e  
Neighborhoods-USA's annua l  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  f i n d  t h o s e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which have c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  most t o  t h e i r  
communi t ies.  On June 13, w h i l e  i n  R o o s e v e l t  Roads, ELROD hos ted  
t h e  COMSOLANT change o f  command. Upon r e t u r n  t o  C h a r l e s t o n  i n  
mid-June, ELROD i m m e d i a t e l y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  T A V  p e r i o d .  
I n s p e c t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  EMATT, Communications a s s i s t ,  and a  3-M 
a s s i s t .  A l l  were s u c c e s s f u l .  A l s o  i n  June, ELROD was named as 
t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  FY-90 SECNAV S m a l l  S h i p  Energy C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Award. 

I n  J u l y ,  Commander Donald P. L o r e n  r e l i e v e d  Commander Bruce 
R.  L i n d e r  as Commanding O f f i c e r  d u r i n g  a  p i e r - s i d e  Change o f  
Command Ceremony. ELROD t h e n  t o o k  on m i s s i l e s ,  and depar ted  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  FLEETEX 4-91, an e x e r c i s e  i n v o l v i n g  a l l  members o f  
t h e  MED 4-91 B a t t l e  Group. FLEETEX gave a l l  members o f  t h e  
b a t t l e  group an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  work t o g e t h e r  and t o  t e s t  t h e i r  
systems p r i o r  t o  deployment .  P r o v i n g  h e r  s h o o t i n g  prowess, ELROD 
sco red  k i l l s  w i t h  b o t h  S u r f a c e  t o  A i r  and Harpoon m i s s i l e s .  
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F o l l o w i n g  FLEETEX, August and September were spen t  making 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  dep loy .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  many pre-deployment  
i n s p e c t i o n s ,  CSRR phase 11, CSMTT, GTRR, and a  D i s b u r s i n g  A s s i s t ,  
ELROD conducted  a  f u l l  Combat Systems Assessment (CSA) w h i l e  
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  undergo ing  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Combat Systems 
O p e r a t i n g  Sequencing System (CSOSS). On September 26, ELROD 
d e p a r t e d  C h a r l e s t o n  as p a r t  o f  t h e  EISENHOWER CVBG, Med 4-91. 

Whi le  ELROD was t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c  e n r o u t e  t o  t h e  
M i d d l e  Eas t ,  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  was s e n t  t o  a  s p e c i a l  I1Thousand 
P o i n t s  o f  L i g h t "  ceremony a t  D isney  World. P r e s i d e n t  Bush 
p r e s e n t e d  h im w i t h  a  "Thousand P o i n t s  o f  L i g h t u  medal f o r  t h e  
s h i p ,  commemorating i t ' s  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  t i t l e .  As ELROD 
t r a n s i t e d  t h e  Red Sea i n  mid-October ,  i t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  t h r e e  
day e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  R o y a l  Saud i  A r a b i a n  Navy. T h i s  pass-ex was 
t o  be t h e  f i r s t  o f  s e v e r a l  such e x e r c i s e s  t h a t  ELROD would 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f o r  t h e  rema inder  o f  t h e  year .  These e x e r c i s e s  
a l l o w e d  US Navy p e r s o n n e l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  work c l o s e l y  w i t h  
members o f  t h e  n a v i e s  o f  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  A rab ian  G u l f  r e g i o n .  
P e r s o n n e l  t r a n s f e r s  between t h e  n a v i e s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  occu r red .  

As October  ended, ELROD e n t e r e d  t h e  A r a b i a n  G u l f .  The f i r s t  
week o f  November was s p e n t  i n  a  Tender A v a i l a b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  USS 
L.Y. SPEAR. ELROD1s crew spen t  many o f  t h e i r  l i b e r t y  hou rs  i n  
nearby  Dubai ,  UAE, shopp ing ,  and e n j o y i n g  t h e  n i g h t - l i f e .  A f t e r  
t h e  TAV, ELROD e s c o r t e d  t h e  USS L.Y. SPEAR s a f e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz, t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  p a t r o l l i n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  A r a b i a n  
G u l f .  A pass-ex w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  s h i p  HMS BIRMINGHAM gave ELROD 
e x p e r i e n c e  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  NATO a l l i e s .  D u r i n g  a  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  
B a h r a i n ,  t h e  Mast Mounted S i g h t  system was i n s t a l l e d .  End ing  t h e  
month, ELROD s p e n t  T h a n k s g i v i n g  i n  Muscat,  Oman, where t h e  crew 
was warmly welcomed by members o f  t h e  American community. 

I n  December, ELROD p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  pass-ex w i t h  t h e  Saud i  
A rab ian  E a s t e r n  F l e e t .  T h i s  e x e r c i s e  was conducted  i n  t h e  Saud i  
home p o r t  o f  J u b a y l ,  Saud i  A rab ia ,  as w e l l  as a t  sea i n  t h e  
A r a b i a n  G u l f .  A T A V  w i t h  t h e  USS YOSEMITE i n  B a h r a i n  enab led  
ELROD t o  have some m ino r  r e p a i r s  completed.  A second s t o p  i n  
B a h r a i n  was made t o  e f f e c t  r e p a i r s  t o  number 4  SSDG. F i n a l l y ,  
ELROD r e t u r n e d  t o  Muscat,  Oman f o r  Chr i s tmas  stand-down. The 
v i s i t  was n o t a b l e  f o r  two s p e c i a l  even ts .  A Ch r i s tmas  Eve C a r o l s  
and Lessons s e r v i c e  by  c a n d l e l i g h t ,  l e d  by DESRON TWENTY'S 
C h a p l a i n  and a t t e n d e d  by a p p r o x i m a t e l y  300 members o f  t h e  
American community, c e l e b r a t e d  Chr i s tmas  i n  a  s e t t i n g  t h a t  was 
r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  Chr i s tmas  s t o r y .  On December 29, a  D i p l o m a t i c  
R e c e p t i o n  f o r  t h e  US Ambassador and members o f  t h e  American and 
Omani d i p l o m a t i c  communi t ies  was h e l d  on ELROD1s f l i g h t  deck. 
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