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More than 100 species of butterflies occur in
Florida. Many can be found throughout the state for
most of the year and are easily attracted to various
species of nectar-producing plants. A thorough
discussion of Florida butterflies and their food and
nectar plants can be found in IFAS Special Series
Fact Sheet SS-WIS-22, titled Butterfly Gardening in
Florida.

Black swallowtail. The caterpillar of the black
swallowtail is 1-1/2" to 2" long (Plate 1). It oftenis
called the "pardey worm" because it feeds on parsley
and other umbelliferous plants (carrot, wild carrot,
dill, celery, fennel, etc.). Older larvae are green with
black and yellow spots or markings on each segment.

The black swallowtail butterfly, also called the
American or parsnip swallowtail, has a wingspan of
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2-1/2" to 3-1/2" (Plate 2). On the upper surface of the V . seh e

forewings are two parallel rows of yellow
submarginal spots that contrast with the basal black
color of the wings. These spots are present on the
hindwings, but with a curving row of blue spots
between the rows of yellow.

Plate 2. Black swallowtail adult.
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Monarch. Thelarvaof the monarchis 1-3/4" to
2" long. It has colorful yellow, black and white rings
that run the length of the body (Plate 3). Paired black
filaments occur near the head and posterior end of the
caterpillar. Larvae feed on milkweeds and dogbane.

Plate 3. Monarch larvae.

The monarch butterfly has a wingspan of 3-1/4"
to 4" (Plate 4). The base color of the wingsis orange,
with black wing veins and thick black marginal areas
containing rows of white spots. The color of the
upper surface of the wingsis deep-orange; that of the
undersurface is much paler.

Plate 4. Monarch butterfly.

Viceroy. The 3/4" to 1-1/4" long viceroy
caterpillar is bumpy and spiny with two large dark,
spiny "horns* behind the head. The larva may be
brown or olive green with alarge cream-colored spot
in the middle (Plate 5). Common food plants are
willow and poplar, although the caterpillar is also
found on aspen and cottonwood.

The viceroy butterfly has awingspan of 2-1/2" to
3" (Plate 6). Its orange and black coloration is very
similar to that of the monarch butterfly, but the

Plate 5. Viceroy caterpillar.

hindwings have a curving black line of pigment
paralel to the margin. The orange color of the upper
surface and undersurface of the wingsis more nearly
the same in the viceroy.

Plate 6. Viceroy butterfly.

Cabbage butterfly. Thelarvaof the cabbage
butterfly is called the imported cabbageworm and is
about 1/2" to 3/4" long (Plate 7). It is drab-green with
many tiny bumps on the surface and fine hairs that
giveit avelvety appearance. A thin yellow
longitudinal line runs the entire length of the back.
The caterpillar feeds on members of the cabbage and
mustard family as well as on flowers, including
nasturtiums.

The adult, which also is known as the European
cabbage butterfly or small white, has a wingspan of
1-1/4" to 1-3/4" (Plate 8). The upper surfaces of the
wings are white with asingle dark spot and dark tip
on the forewings, and a single dark spot on the
hindwings. The undersurfaces may have ayellowish
cast, and two dark spots are visible on the forewings.
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Plate 7. Cabbage larva.

Plate 8. Cabbage butterfly.

Florida atala. Thelarvae are adistinctive
orange-red color with adouble row of raised yellow
bumps down the back (Plate 9). They are about
1-1/4" to 1-1/2" long and often are found in groups.
Thelarval food plant is Florida coontie.
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Plate 9. Florida atala larva.

The dow-flying butterfly has a wingspan of
1-1/2" to 1-3/4" (Plate 10). The head and thorax are
black with small patches of light-blue iridescent
scales. The abdomen is orange. The wings are black
or dark-brown. The underside of the hindwing has a

large red-orange spot near the abdomen and many
iridescent blue spots. Larger blue areas are found on
the upper surfaces of the wings.

Plate 10. Florida atala butterfly.



