
LLl-tLE ES
iner George Ziebell
I'elived the horror
of his own brush

with death i the i]l lated
Moura mines at the scene
of the latest underground
mining disaster that claim

A survivor of an erplosion
at the central Queensland
mine in 1986 that killed 12
fellow miners, Georgc smell
ed death and despair in the
midnight air at Mine No. 2.

'The air smelleil exacily
lhe s:tme when No. 4 exllod-
ed ln 1986, Georse says.

''The whole area was cov
ered in the same bie stink
ine haze of dusi and iumes.

'When you go thr.ough
something like we experi-
enced in 1986. you never for
get. It s alwai.s in the back
ol your mind. A11 of a sud
den there was a sense of it
happenlns all over again."

George, an und€rground
miner for 23 years and tr.ea
surer ol Moura s Unilied
Mineworkers Lodse, was
one of the first on the scene
when the exDlosion ripped
tllougn No.2 mine at 11.30 pm
on Sun.lay. Argust ?

The blast left 11 rorkers
tFpped 265m underyround.

Nine men who weie work
ing alrout 2km away and a

worker rn another area of the
mine escaped lJy using breathing
apPalatus which giv€s about an
hour of protection lrom mine

As news of the dis:tster swept
through Moura. 180km wes! ol
Gladstone, the tos,n s 3000 resi-
denls prayed Lhose trappeit
micht be saved. But those hopes
were dashed two days later by a

The explosion and a series of
smaller blasts ihaL followed te.l
BHP Aushalia coal, which oper
ates the mine, ro dectare rhere
was no ronger any hope Lhe rnen
were slill alire. cas fires insiile
the mine lelt officials no choice
but to seal it for safety r€asors.
lhus emtombing rhe men.

The disaster is the third in the
past 20 vea$ for the town, where
coal is the economic backbone of

D.stile the i9a6 disaster!
George Ziebelt returned to dininr.
"Feturning was sohethins I tne;
I had to do," he says.

been one of the vicliims. l.et he
has never toved with rhe i{iea ol

George was quick to re enter
the mine. which he describes as a
dark, dusty "world of lts own,'.

''R,eturnjng was something I
knew I ha.i to do." he says.

The son of a miner. George says
his wife Gs'en undersrood and
accepted his decision ro continue

:L, l-
As lflouru noulns ilre loss ofll rnineryqcolleague

rcvesls how he cheqle{desth
An exptosion in 19?5 aL Kianga.

12km south of Moura. kilted 1i
people. Twelve people died in 1986
in Moura No.4 mine.

Menofies of the 1986 explosion
are slill ali!e lor Georce Ziebeu.
who could have easily rreei one of
the lalest victims.

''I iras lrorking on rhat (1986)
shilt. Geofsc says. .I was on
msr lvay ctown, drit'inc last the
bathlooD atLendant, 1rhen he
pulled me up and said l,hirt he
had jusi feceived a phone cau
from the chaps s;iving ihey
!ranLed somethjng from the

''So I drove back up and as
I was rnakins my way ba.rk dos,n.
I saw all this dust emerging.''If lhat tiathroom atrendant
hadn t pulled me Ltp, I d alniost
c€rtainlv be deail -,

George,45. savs he does not
direll on the lact hc col'td havc

Colleagues keep viqil in the
rDI'€ of g6od hews {bolow). Itays
liater, a nffiial sfliE heh€d
D€oFle erp'e$ their srief {rntlnl.

''It s ir your blood.'says
George of underground min
ing, adding th€re is a stmng
bond beta'een sorkefs.

''You are dolvn there and
the crew and you are lrork
inE close bv with each other.
lool<lng after each other,'

George aorked r.,acularty
s'ith all lrut or1e of the men
rvho died tasr lreek.

'The! rvere a1t great

$rhile there is no talk of
the io$'n gjvir1g up mining
.tespil,e the pain and loss.
ihere is a sense of bewilder
ment l,hat they must sufter

''Uhy has this happcned
yet again?" George asks.
''Th€re is a feelins of want
ing to know the cause, to
know why it s happening
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