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British Columbia Premier 
Gordon Campbell tells 
Around the Rings that early 
doubts about the Vancouver 
Olympics are misplaced. In an 
interview with ATR Editor Ed 
Hula, Campbell speaks with 
confidence about the way the 
2010 Games are unfolding 
– and the long-term payoff of 
hosting the Olympics. 

Campbell, BC premier since the days 
of the bid eight years ago, is also a 
former mayor of the Olympic City.

ATR: We are almost one 
week into the Games so how 
do you feel about how the 
Olympics are unfolding?   

GC: I think it has been great. I have 
had the chance to meet a lot of people 
that have come from other places in 
British Columbia and Canada. They’ve 
love it here. And I talked to lots of 
the athletes and they’ve really liked 
it. I think winter athletes are used to 

weather being a challenge, so they 
understand what incredible work the 
people of VANOC have done. For me it 
has been a great time and I can tell for 

Canada it has been great. 
ATR: Everyday there seems 

to some issue that pops up 
and it has prompted some in 
the media to say that these 
may be the ‘worst Olympics 
ever.’ Is this media criticism 
fair? 

GC: I think that kind of comment is 
coming from media that  are not here. 
They are certainly not talking to athletes, 
the visitors and to the sponsors. I have 
had a lot of sponsors tell me that this is 
one of the best (Games) ever. 

If you look television ratings, these 
are way up from where they were 
in 2006. If you look at the type of 
competitions that are taking place 
—I was at the opening round Canadian 
women verse Slovakia hockey game 
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Russian Nikita 
Kriukov edges 
countryman 
Alexander 
Panzhinskiy 
for gold in 
the individual 
sprint classic  
final.
(Getty Images)
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Climb Every Mountain
Whistler to Cypress for Olympic Press

It’s hard enough getting to the 
mountains from Vancouver, but 
two mountains on one day? That 
was the challenge for journalists 
hoping to catch Lindsey Vonn in 
the ladies downhill at Whistler at 
11 a.m. Wednesday, then Shaun 
White in the halfpipe final at 
Cypress Mountain at 7:15 p.m.

Would it be a day of woe or go? Three 
long bus trips, three short bus trips, one 
chairlift and a very long walk later, mission 
accomplished.

A direct bus between Whistler and 
Cypress was the key, but journalists 
were frustrated to find out only one was 

scheduled – at 8:40 a.m.
“The last few days I’ve had to beg 

VANOC to try to run a bus from the 
Whistler Media Center straight to Cypress 
instead of basically bypassing Cypress on 
the road to Vancouver and having to take 
a bus back. You lose two hours at least, if 
you miss the connection,” Sean Gregory, 
Olympics writer for Time Magazine, told 
Around the Rings.

“If you’re running nonstop buses to 
venues and hotels that are sometimes 
empty, on the one day you have high-
profile athletes on a morning/evening split, 
it’s a common-sense thing.  I’m sure I’m 
not the only one. I’m not expecting my own 

BC Premier Gordon Campbell waves the flag 
at opening ceremony. (Getty Images)
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Whistler Creekside, home to 
all 2010 Olympic Alpine Skiing 
venues, was originally created 
and opened to the public in 1966, 
in the hopes of hosting the 1968 
Olympic Games. Whistler’s bid 
wasn’t successful back then, but 
over 40 years later, that hope is 
now a reality. 

Surrounded by shops, bars, restaurants 
and hotels, the Olympic venue itself can hold 
up to 7700 spectators at what is known as 
the ‘timing’ flats’. The Men’s downhill, after 
a mix of warm temperatures, heavy snowfall, 
rain and fog that have wreaked havoc with 
the Alpine schedule, came off in perfect 
conditions without a hitch. Olympic officials 
are now familiar with the finicky weather 
patterns of Whistler’s West Coast location, but 
athletes are so far pleased with what they’ve 
experienced. 

“The conditions were great,” said Canadian 
Manuel Osborne-Paradis, who finished a 
disappointing 17th on his home track in the 
Men’s downhill. “There’s no way I thought 
it would be in such good shape after the 
weather we’ve been having.” 

Transportation to the venue has been 
seamless, with numerous buses making 
continuous stops along Hwy. 99 to shuttle 
ticket-holders, volunteers and local workers to 
and from Whistler Village, a short 10-minute 
trip. 

“I haven’t had a problem once with any 
of the buses,” said Creekside resident Chris 
Worthman. “It’s actually been a nice change 
of pace taking the bus everyday.” 

Whistler Creekside Venue and the Alpine 
Media Centre have been lauded in recent 
media coverage for its combination of top-
notch organization, world-class runs and 
hassle-free spectator experience. 

“I’m pretty impressed,” said Los Angeles 
Times photographer Wally Skalij. “I think the 
venue is great as far as access for visitors and 
media alike. The jumbo screen at the finish is 
a hit with spectators and everyone has been 
very well informed of results and such.” 

Keeping in tune with the Canadian 
reputation for friendliness and politeness, 
the Creekside Alpine Venue has managed to 
keep the beat. 

“I don’t want to take anything away from the 
Italians,” said Skalij, “but Whistler has been 
definitely a lot more organized than the Turin 
Games and people are a lot more polite. Even 
the police are nice. It’s fun to be up here.” + 
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personal bus.”
Word got around that if at least 15 

journalists signed up, there would be 
an afternoon shuttle.  The U.S. Olympic 
Committee entered the picture Tuesday 
and signed up journalists. A 3:30 p.m. bus 
was arranged.

The 7 a.m. bus for the two-hour trip 
to Whistler was packed.  From the main 
depot, there was a short shuttle ride, then 
another shuttle or a chairlift – quite the 
maneuver with cameras and computer 
equipment -- to the finish area.

 “I never had to use a chairlift to go to the 
Masters,” said one veteran journalist.

Although Vonn finished her run at 11:50 
a.m., time started running out to make the 

bus.  The silver and bronze medalists had 
their press conferences by 2:30 p.m., but 
Vonn was still in doping.  Apparently, she 
skis faster than she pees. Vonn arrived to 
meet the press about 2:50 p.m., but some 
journalists had already bolted. She finished 
22 minutes later. While some journalists 
figured they’d missed the bus, the VANOC 

transportation department proved to be 
flexible. The special bus made another 
stop at the downhill venue.

The trip to Cypress took about two hours, 
with journalists arriving in time to make the 
end of the halfpipe semifinals. The bus 
even dropped them off at security and a 
shuttle took them to the media center. No 
such luck on the way back. The shuttle 
was late and journalists had to walk more 
than half a mile to the bus staging area.

Where’s a chairlift when you need 
one?+

Climb Every Mountain: cont’ from page 1

KAREN ROSEN

Spectators climbed 192 steps to reach 
the bottom row of the grandstand for the 
snowboard halfpipe (ATR)

Whistler Blog
Whistler Creekside Venue

TODD LAWSON

(ATR)
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and there were more people 
in the arena than there were 
for the men’s final in Turin.

It has been really incredibly 
popular watching the skaters 
take off or watching the 
alpine events taking place. 
They’ve had challenges with 
weather but the athletes are 
ready to go.

 The IOC is generally 
very happy with what is 
going on. They understand 
the challenges. Everyone 
was struck by the horrible 
accident that took place at 
the sliding center. I talked 
to the president of Georgia 
and I was really pleased that 
they were going to stay here 
in the Games. He said to 
me that he couldn’t believe 
how giving the support from 
VANOC, the IOC and the 
people here . 

I think that on balance 
that these have been great 
Games for us. 

ATR: It sounds like 
with all these little 
problems that come 
up everyday, you 
are not particularly 
flustered?

GC: Everyone would like 
to have a flawless Olympics. 
There is not one Zamboni or  
one ice machine that takes 
down a Games. It is not 
going to happen. I think what 
we have shown is that we 
know how to host the world 
and that we care first and 
foremost about the athletes 
and we want our visitors to 
have a great time while they 
are here. 

So far, that is what I am 
hearing. They are having 
a great time, the sponsors 
are happy, the athletes are 
happy , people in Vancouver 
are excited, Canadians are 
happy, I’m good.   

ATR: Would you 
say economic 
development  is 

a legacy of the 
Olympics?

BC: I think there is a clear 
legacy that will be coming 
from this. There is tendency 
of people who come from 
Vancouver and I am one 
of those to think that the 
whole world knows about 
Vancouver. The world is just 
discovering Vancouver as a 
result from these Olympics.

When you look at the 
kind of ratings we have got 
from NBC, our own CTV 
and internationally these 
have been very successful 
for us. We have incredible 
natural resources. We’ve 
made a point of showing off 
our wood products whether 
it is in the speed skating 
oval or in the international 
broadcast center.  Our BC 
Canada pavilion has been 
a huge success. People are 
loving it, they are learning 
about the province and 
country. I think from our 
perspective that this will 
really be a launching pad 
into the next two decades of 
the 21st century.

ATR: Are you 
talking about return 
on investment here?  

GC: I think there will be 
huge returns on investment. 
It always interesting to listen 
to people  attribute costs but 
the very seldom attribute 
revenues. I can tell you 
that from what I heard from 
people to date is how much 
they like the place. They are 
going to come back for sure 
they say. They say ‘we’re 
coming back to Vancouver.’ 
I talked to a major investor 
who sees major opportunities 
in Vancouver. I think we are 
going to see a major return 
on investment and it is really 
discovery time. 

ATR: Can you 
put a figure on the 
true costs of the 

investment from the 
BC government into 
the Olympics?

GC: I often talk about the 
cost of the Olympics. What 
does the IOC expect us to do 
to host an Olympic Games. 
That cost is about $1.7 
billion dollars and British 
Columbia’s share of this is 
about $700 million dollars. 
The fact of the matter is that 
that is all the IOC asked for 
us to do. 

We said ‘lets take this 
Olympics and use it as a 
springboard.’

The springboard is 
into a more active and 
more healthier lifestyle. 
The springboard is more 
economic activity. The 
springboard is into more 
tourism investment over the 
long-term. 

The Olympics help create 
the Athlete’s Village here. 
Some people say that 
entire cost should be for the 
Olympics for the 16 days. To 
be candid, that is ridiculous. 
What happened was that 
VANOC was able to give 
them $30 million to start a 
neighborhood, which has 
been planned by the city 
for 13 years. It is there now 
and it is going to generate 
substantial revenues in the 
future. It is going to be here 
for 50 years and it was not 
built for the 16 days of the 
Olympic Games. 

ATR: What would 

you like to see happen 
in these next 10 days 
or so? 

GC: There are some 
events that I would like to 
happen. I would love for 
our women to win gold in 
hockey. I would love for our 
men to win gold in hockey. I 
think our curling teams have 
a great shot at getting gold. 
I would like for our athletes 
to continue doing extremely 
well. I think they have done 
well and we all hope that 
they will continue along that 
straight.

The major thing that I 
hope for the Olympics is 
that everyone who comes 
has a positive memory 
of Vancouver and British 
Columbia. I hope that British 
Columbians and Canadians 
recognize what we can do 
when we work together.

It is one of the great things 
that the Olympics gives to 
all of us. It give us the idea 
and understanding that 
when we act together and 
when we strive to the thing 
that we have in common, it 
is incredible what we can 
accomplish for the human 
family.+                                     

ED HULA
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ATR Editor Ed Hula interviews BC Premier Gordon Campbell. (ATR)

(read full Q&A and watch video at 
AroundTheRings.com)
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Sparks are flying in the only competition 
that lasts the full 17 days of the Games. 

Publisher Sheila S. Hula continues to far outdistance 
Editor Ed Hula in the race for gold in Olympic Walking, 
outpacing him more than 2:1 in the fifth full day of 
competition. 

However, the editor demanded a one-half kilometer 
penalty against the publisher, alleging she returned to 
the office to retrieve a forgotten item only as a way of 
boosting her score. 

Following the publisher’s acceptance of the penalty, her 
distance was reduced to 31.5 km from an even 32.00km, 
still more than twice the distance of the editor who clocked 
in at 14.4 km. 

“I disagree with the claim, but in the interest of 

sportsmanship and Olympism, I accept the penalty,” 
publisher Sheila Hula said as the pair prepared for the 
next laps. 

Results will be verified via the VANOC-branded 
pedometers contained in kits for accredited media. They 
will be updated throughout the competition period on 
AroundTheRings.com and @aroundtherings.com on 
Twitter and www.youtube.com/AroundTheRings. More 
thrilling updates will be available Tuesday on YouTube.

Fans can send messages of support to either contestant 
(or both) at Walk2010@aroundtherings.com.+

The Great Vancouver Walk-Off 
Penalties Assessed 

(ATR)

VisitBritain 
invites our friends in the media 
to meet the team as we look 
ahead to 2012.

We’ll be celebrating with world 
marathon record holder Paula 
Radcliffe on 24 February 2010.

Contact invited@visitbritain.org 
if you’d like to join the party.
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