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NOTE FROM COMPLIERS

During the meeting held in summer 2006 the Russian archivists and the 
representatives of the State Archives Committee of Ukraine exchanged 
their views on the joint publication about the famine in the USSR in the 
beginning of 1930s. By the letter to Rosarhiv from November 1, 2006 
implementing the government assignment the State Archives Committee 
of Ukraine proposed “to start working on the joint publication of the 
archival documents in which the causes, circumstances and 
consequences of the famine in the USSR would be disclosed”.  
In 2007 as part of the federal goal-oriented program “Culture of Russia”
Rosarhiv started working on the basic publication project “Famine in the 
USSR.1932–1933”, presuming the preparation of the publication and also 
the database for installing it in the Internet.

To be continued
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Taking into account that in those years the famine had spread throughout 
many regions of the former USSR, Rosarhiv suggested to the archival 
services of the Republic of Belarus and the Republic of Kazakhstan to 
take part in this project. The proposition was accepted.
From the Russian side the federal archives (Archive-organizer – the 
Russian State Archive of the Economy), Archives of Foreign Policy of 
the Russian Federation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, the 
Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of Russia, Archives of 
the President of the Russian Federation take part in the preparation of the 
publication. The joint Editorial Board, Editorial Council and the working 
group on the preparation of the publication were formed.
The scientific adviser of this project is the Head of the Department of the 
National History and the Methods of Teaching History in the Wissarion
Belinsky State Teachers’ Training University of Penza, Doctor of History, 
Professor V.V. Kondrashin.  
The great amount of work on revealing of documents not only in the 
national archives, but as well in the regional state archives was conduc-
ted by the archivists from the Republic of Belarus and the Republic of 
Kazakhstan. The copies of the revealed documents were presented to 
Rosarhiv with the purpose of studying and selection for publication. 

To be continued
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Supporting in whole the synopsis of publication developed by 
V.V. Kondrashin, the Ukrainian side in the letter from April 7, 2007 
addressed to Rosarhiv, noticed that “there was no reflection of the 
national peculiarity of the events of 1932–33 in it, that caused speaking 
about famine of 1932–1933, spread in granaries of the USSR as the result 
of extreme grain procurements and ceasing of centralized provisioning 
and about “Golodomor” (deaths caused by starvation) of 1932–33 which 
was common in three regions of the USSR: Ukrainian SSR, Kuban North-
Caucasian land, Kazakh Autonomous SSR.
Due to this the Ukrainian side has proposed to single out a separate 
volume within given publishing project devoted to “Golodomor in 
Ukraine. 1932–1933”. In addition to this the volume should be prepared by 
the “national (in this case-Ukrainian) Editorial Board and staff of authors, 
conforming on the intergovernmental level only the most common 
conceptual issues”.  
Rosarhiv couldn’t agree to this. Rosarhiv thought that the proposition 
made by the State Archives Committee of Ukraine entitled to blur the 
overall picture of the famine of 1932–1933 in common history of the 
former USSR. “The division of the situation of 1932–1933 into the 
“famine” and “golodomor” doesn’t stand up to the scientific criticism, for 
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the mass mortality was observed in Ukraine, the North Caucasus, 
Kazakhstan, Volga Region, Central Chernozem Region and in South 
Ural”.
At the same time Rosarhiv suggested to Ukrainian colleagues to send 
“their proposals to the synopsis and copies of the basic documents, 
giving arguments to these proposals, pointing out that they could have 
been discussed at the joint Editorial Board.”
Rosarhiv didn’t receive such propositions from the State Archives 
Committee of Ukraine. In 2008 while considering the draft of the Plan of 
Joint Events of Rosarhiv and the State Archives Committee of Ukraine till 
2010 the Ukrainian side proposed not to include mentioned publication 
into the Plan thereby the name “Famine in the USSR” “doesn’t adjust with 
the current Ukraine legislation, as well as with the terminology of the 
Ukrainian law “On Golodomor of 1932–1933 in Ukraine” from November 
28, 2006.”
During the meeting of the Head of Rosarhiv V.V. Kozlov with the 
President of the State Archives Committee of Ukraine A.A. Udod held in 
June 6, 2008 the question about joint preparation of the publication 
“Famine in the USSR” wasn’t brought up by the Ukrainian side. 
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Up to the moment revealing and selection of documents are almost
accomplished in the federal archives of Russia, Archives of Foreign 
Policy of the Russian Federation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Russia, The Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of Russia, 
Archives of the President of the Russian Federation, as well as in the 
archival institutions of regions where the famine was spread at the end of 
1920s and at the beginning of 1930s. More than 30 state regional archives 
of the Russian Federation submitted copies of the archival documents for 
the publication. 
Interdepartmental Commission on Protection of the State Secret 
declassified the documents which were in special custody in the number 
of archives. 
Among them there are documents from the Russian State Archive of
Social and Political History (Politburo the Central Committee All-Union 
Communist Party) (of Bolsheviks)), The Central Archive of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia, Archives of the President of the Russian 
Federation.
The reports of meetings of regional and land committees of the All-Union 
Communist Party (of Bolsheviks) from 1932–1933 declassified by the 
Interdepartmental Commission on Protection of State Secret are of great

To be continued
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importance. These are reports, orders, extracts from the minutes of the 
closed meetings of the Communist Party (of Bolsheviks) of Ukraine, 
Regional Meetings of the Communist Party (of Bolsheviks) of Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan Land Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (of 
Bolsheviks), Bashkir Regional Committee of the All-Union Communist 
Party (of Bolsheviks), Lower Volga Land Committee of the All-Union 
Communist Party (of Bolsheviks) and others in amount of 859 sheets.     
Within the frames of realization of this project the international 
conference “Historical and Political Problem of the Massive Starvation in 
the USSR of 1930s” was organized. Declassified archival documents on 
“Famine in the USSR. 1929–1934” were exhibited at the conference. 
Facsimile edition of documents on the same topic was released in limited 
circulation. 
The work on preparation of the publication “Famine in the USSR. 
1929–1934” in three volumes continues in the Russian State Archive of 
Economy.
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STALIN’S FAMINE (1929—1934): 
A TRAGEDY OF ALL SOVIET NATION

Viktor Kondrashin, Ph.D.
Professor and Chairman of the Department of Russian History
Penza State Pedagogical University

This collection of newly declassified documents is published by the 
Federal Archival Agency of the Russian Federation. Documents, 
presented to your attention, have been discovered during preparatory 
work for a documentary compilation regarding the 1929—1934 famine in 
the Soviet Union. 
This historical research work is an attempt by the Russian scientific 
community to get closer to establishing the truth as a response to a 
massive anti-Russian propaganda campaign by the current leaders of 
Ukraine that had been unleashed both on Ukrainian soil, and abroad, 

To be continued

Print Print 

10

Go to ContentGo to Content

X



especially in the countries of the European Union, the United States, and 
Canada, and is built around the alleged “genocide by holodomor” of 
Ukrainians in 1932—1933. The government of Ukraine pushes its own 
version of the evens, their assumed anti-Ukrainian nature, asserts 
minimal impact or even absence of famine in other regions of the former 
Soviet Union, including Russian Federation. 
These assertions are without historic merit and are offensive to the 
memory of millions of victims of Stalin’s regime, who starved to death in 
the Russian Federation, in the Republic of Kazakhstan and other 
constituent republics of the USSR. 
In reality, this was a tragedy of all the nations of the former Soviet Union
that should not be used to advance the devious agenda of stoking the 
fires of confrontation, but should serve as a unifying factor and promote 
cooperation and friendship among nations that share such complex and 
often tragic history. 
Extensive scientific research of Russian historians devoted to the topic of 
Stalin’s agrarian policy in the 1920-1930s, published in Russia and 
abroad, confirms that Stalin’s regime did not target specific nations. 
I would like to refer, among others, to several multi-volume compilations 
of documents from the fonds [record collections] of the Federal Archival 
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Agency of the Russian Federation published by the Institute of Russian 
History, a branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, titled “The 
Tragedy of the Soviet Village: Collectivization and the anti-Kulak 
[Prosperous Peasant] Campaign” and “The Soviet Village through the 
Eyes of the [Soviet Secret Police, known as] VChK—OGPU—NKVD”.  
Most archival documents presented in this volume have never been
accessible to researchers prior to this publication. These are newly 
declassified items from the Archive of the President of the Russian 
Federation, the State Archive of the Russian Federation, the Archive of 
Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, the Central Archive of the 
Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation, the Russian State 
Archive of the Socio-Political History, the Russian State Archive of the 
Economy, the Russian State Military Archive and the Russian State 
Archive of Literature and Art. This volume introduces them into the field 
of scientific research for the first time in order to characterize more 
precisely the causes of famine; specify the geographic spread of food 
shortages and the scale of famine-related deaths; depict the attempts of 
Stalin’s regime to find an exit strategy from this catastrophic situation; 
show the reaction of the European countries to famine in the USSR, and 
the response of Stalin’s government to criticism.
This is just a small sample of the enormous volume of documents 
regarding Stalin’s famine that have been discovered in Russian Federal
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and regional archives. At the same time, this sample is highly relevant 
and representative as it addresses all of the main aspects of this terrible 
tragedy of the Soviet peoples. 
Documents show that a severe food crisis in the USSR began in 1929, 
and not, as some biased commentators try to assert, in 1932—1933. This 
famine started not in Ukraine but in several Russian provinces. It did, 
indeed, culminate in a mass-scale catastrophe in 1932—1933 that lead to 
loss of millions of lives, and all the horrors of famine coming to pass in 
the Soviet Union. In that year famine affected not only Ukraine, but also 
multiple provinces of Russia: the Upper, Middle and Lower Volga regions, 
North Caucuses, Central Chernozem region, the Urals, Western Siberia, 
as well as the Republic of Kazakhstan and other regions of the USSR. 
Both the rural and the urban populations were starving. 
Documents, presented in this collection, characterize the causes of 
famine. They attest that there existed a single reason for famine in the 
various regions of the Soviet Union, including both the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine. This famine is the direct consequence of Stalin’s 
agrarian policy: forced collectivization of individual farmers followed by 
aggressive procurement of provisions. This policy caused a full-scale 
devastation of the agricultural sector of the economy and led to massive 
shortages of food in the urban and especially in the rural areas. Note that 
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the first stages of the food crisis were recorded as early as 1929, 
following the initial wave of collectivization: as formation of kolkhozes 
expanded, so did the food crisis in the USSR. 
Russian historians had proven that the policy of collectivization of the 
individual peasants’ households was an essential part of the yet bigger 
endeavour – the modernization of USSR on the industrial basis, which 
was implemented without outside assistance or investment, and relied 
only on the internal resources of the country, i.e., the agrarian sector of 
the economy. By massive expansion of collective farming in kolkhozes, 
Stalin’s government aimed to increase production of commoditized grain 
suitable for the foreign market, especially in Western Europe, where, in 
exchange for grain, industrial equipment and tools were obtained for the 
flagship projects of the industrialization drive of the first Soviet five-year 
plan. According to the visions of the Soviet government, collectivization 
was also supposed to satisfy the nutritional needs of the rapidly growing 
urban population. Regardless of the intentions, the approach to 
collectivization was soon revealed as complete reliance on repressive 
and administrative measures. Repression was the means, chosen by 
Stalin’s government at the very beginning of the collectivization 
campaign; hence the tragic consequences. 
Archival documents regarding grain procurement and gain export, 
presented in this volume, show, without any doubt, that in 1929—1932 
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there existed a causal link between the rate of collectivization of formerly 
individual farmers, procurement of grain for export and mass hunger. 
In the epicentre of this tragedy, one finds the main areas of grain 
production in the USSR that were designated as regions of blanket 
collectivization. These areas included Ukraine, as well as the North 
Caucuses Region, the three Volga regions and the Central Chernozem
Province, all of the latter – segments of the Russian Federation. These 
regions traditionally grew wheat and rye for export purposes and were 
the main suppliers of grain for industrial regions and cities of the USSR. 
In the 1930s, the majority of exported grain (70%) originated in the 
Ukraine and the North Caucasus Region of Russia, while the remaining 
30% came from the Lower Volga Region and the Central Chernozem
Province of Russia.  All four of these areas suffered from forced 
collectivization by administrative-repressive means and were depleted of 
resources as a consequence of aggressive grain procurement. As a
result, in 1932—1933 these regions were subject to mass famine. 
It was, first and foremost, the economic specialization of regions that 
determined the scale of tragedy in various areas of the USSR, including 
provinces of Russia and Ukraine. The magnitude of famine is proven to 
be directly proportionate to the degree of participation of these regions in
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grain procurement for the purposes of export of commoditized wheat and 
rye. 
The cause-and-effect connection between collectivization and famine is 
clearly visible in the example of Kazakhstan (at that time, an autonomous 
republic within the Russian Federation) where, as a result of thoughtless 
collectivization of farm animals, followed by unrealistic quotas for 
provisions procurement, a mass famine broke off as early as 1929—1930. 
A similar situation, albeit on a somewhat less catastrophic scale, 
developed in 1930—1931 in multiple regions of the Russian Federation 
that were forced to undergo blanket collectivization. 
Stalin’s regime did not intend to cause a mass famine but committed 
grave errors in policy and severe miscalculations in planning of
agricultural production, especially computation of state quotas for grain 
procurement. These quotas ended up being clearly inflated and 
unrealistic, given the real capabilities of kolkhozes and the whole 
agrarian sector of the economy, leading to enforcement of these quotas
exclusively by repressive administrative measures. As seen in countless 
documents, including the ones presented in this volume, the top 
echelons of power demanded that quotas be met at any price, and thus 
are chiefly responsible for the tragedy that happened. 
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At the same time, documentary evidence indicates that the responsibility 
for this tragedy is shared, in very large measure, by the local authorities, 
especially the leadership of Ukraine (namely, Stanislaw Kosior, 
1st secretary of the Central committee of the Communist party (Bolshe-
viks) of Ukraine), who repeatedly concealed from the highest authorities 
of the Soviet Union the real extent of the agricultural crisis and famine. 
This collection of documents indicates that the authorities that have 
created the food shortage crisis chose to respond to it by increasing 
repressions and violence against peasants, which culminated in autumn 
of 1932 in the grain-producing regions of the USSR (Ukraine, North 
Caucasus, Lower Volga etc.), where villages were forced to surrender 
their last reserves of food. These documents show the almost identical 
mechanism of repressions against peasants that was unleashed 
throughout the USSR by Stalin’s regime in order to forcefully assure that 
grain quotas are met. Specifically, these documents attest to the fact that 
in the winter of 1933 Stalin ordered a blockade of migration of the 
population of several regions of the USSR, not only Ukraine, with the goal 
of locking out the starving population and the associated dissent. In the 
recently declassified directive of the Central committee of the All-Union 
Communist party issued together with the Soviet of People’s Commissars 
of the USSR on January 22nd, 1933, the Soviet secret police was ordered
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to stop the mass migration (“bread migration”) of peasants from Ukraine 
and Russia’s North Caucasus. In less than a month, on February 16th, 
1933, this directive was extended to Russia’s Lower Volga region (which 
in the post-Soviet Russian Federation includes Astrakhan, Volgograd, 
Saratov provinces and the Republic of Kalmykia).
In Russia, much like in Ukraine, OGPU (the Soviet secret police) together 
with the local communist activists hunted down and forcibly returned to 
their villages starving peasants who were trying to escape famine. What 
followed was the catastrophic mass starvation of 1933 in Ukraine and
Russian provinces.
These documents also present the actions taken by Stalin’s regime aimed 
at ending the food shortage crisis. The main approach was to provide 
large scale food and grain assistance to regions of the USSR affected by 
famine. It is important to realize that this assistance was provided on the 
basis of Joseph Stalin’s personal approval, and such approval has been 
given numerous times to food and seed assistance to Ukraine. 
Consequently, in April of 1933, the Political Bureau of the Central 
committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) took the 
extraordinary step of stopping grain exports from the Soviet Union. In the 
same spirit was the decision of the Political Bureau on December 20th, 
1933 to purchase 16 thousand workhorses for Ukraine at the expense of 
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Byelorussia and the Western province of Russia. Such political measures 
do not support the thesis that a “planned genocide” was perpetrated 
against Ukraine and other regions of the USSR that happened to be the 
epicentre of starvation tragedy. They indicate the self-preserving nature 
of actions of the Central authorities aimed to reduce the gravity of the 
crisis while also augmenting their delusion of an efficient collectivization 
of farming.
A separate compilation of documents is devoted to the reaction of 
Western Europe to famine in the USSR, and responses of Stalin’s regime 
to this international reaction. Documents show that Western countries 
knew about famine in the Soviet Union, but limited their reaction to 
criticism on the level of newspapers and other mass media outlets, as 
well as non-governmental organizations and some elected officials. This 
criticism did not affect, in a significant way, the actual policy of the 
leading Western countries towards USSR. 
To an objective and unbiased reader this collection of documents proves 
the most important thesis: that Stalin’s famine was a tragedy shared by 
the peoples of Ukraine, Russia and other constituent states of the former 
USSR, a tragedy of the Soviet peasantry regardless of nationality, and a 
truly tragic page in world history.
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Translator's Note

Nikita B. Katz, Ph.D.
Senior Lecturer
The Institute for National Resources
Berkeley, California, U.S.A.

For this collection of documents veracity was more important than 
smoothness; hence the conscious decision to preserve, as much as
possible, the structure of sentences and the overall style of the originals. 
Since both the denotation and the connotation were of crucial 
importance, some of the translated phrases may sound oddly foreign to 
an English reader; this is especially aggravated by translator’s decision 
to achieve the closest possible match between the order of clauses and 
phrases in the original and in the translated text. 
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The use of translator’s insertions denoted by [square brackets] was 
minimized and served the singular purpose of assuring correct meaning 
of phrases, especially in normally laconic communiqués such as 
telegrams and summaries. 
As a rule, the Russian bureaucratic clichés were rendered using the 
closest corresponding jargon in English; untidy grammar of a police 
report was corrected minimally, only to the extent that would allow for 
unproblematic comprehension of meaning; metaphors, quotes and 
references to Russian formulaic expressions, as well as vernacular 
language were represented with close equivalents in English. 
Most of the documents have been translated in their entirety, often 
including the pre-printed parts of official letterheads, as well as 
handwritten remarks and imprints of stamps and seals. A smaller number 
of documents (lengthy economic summaries, repetitive lists of facts, 
police reports and the like) have been excerpted and abridged for the 
sake of clarity. 
The Soviet state and the Communist party had created a plethora of hard-
to-decipher abbreviations, titles, and idioms that presented a significant 
challenge for connotative interpretation. To the modern reader, even in 
Russia, idioms such as “Biuro Obkoma VKP(b)” are essentially obscure. 
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To remedy this, all Soviet-era abbreviations, acronyms, and initialisms
were fully spelled out. The quoted phrase thus became “the Bureau of the 
Provincial committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks)”, a 
sacrifice of brevity for the sake of specificity. Capitalization of various 
titles, names of organizations and divisions of the Communist party 
follows the post-Soviet standard (e.g., “party” is not capitalized). 
The political geography of the Soviet Union had changed dozens of 
times: constituent republics were established and disbanded, provinces 
and regions renamed, boundaries redrawn. To minimize confusion, 
geographic attribution of various regions was added in square brackets, 
e.g. Lower Volga Region [of Russia], except in obvious cases e.g., 
Moscow or Kiev. 
The word “hlebozagotovka” that is repeated hundreds of times in the 
original documents is also a challenge. Some prefer to translate it as 
“grain requisition”, implying the involuntary seizure of grain (by the 
Soviet state). This, however, is incorrect, as the historical reality provides 
a semantic pair: “prodrazverstka” vs. “hlebozagotovka” – seizure of food 
vs. procurement of food. Both were distinct, common and never 
interchangeable words. As a result, for this set of documents, 
“hlebozagotovka” is consistently rendered as “grain procurement”. 
Additional challenge was presented by the fact that in the Russian 
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language, the root “hleb” may refer either to “bread”, “grain” or “wheat”. In 
all cases, the translator had to choose, based on the context of the whole 
document and comparative analysis of other documents, what specific 
equivalent to use. 
Positions and titles of various officials were fully spelled out, with just two 
exceptions: Joseph Stalin’s title (Secretary of the Central committee of the 
All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) and Vyacheslav Molotov’s title 
(Chairman of the Soviet of People’s Commissars of the USSR) were spelled 
out once and then omitted, since both Stalin and Molotov are easily 
recognized names. 
The translator was also responsible for the conversion of the non-metric 
units and non-traditional calendar units (converted values appear in square 
brackets). For example, the archaic Russian non-metric unit of mass, the 
pood, was converted according to the formula 1 pood = 16.38 kilograms 
(as per Encyclopedic dictionary of Brockhaus and Efron, 1890–1907), while 
the calendar unit “pyatidnevka” of the Soviet Revolutionary Calendar (in 
use between 1929 and 1931) was translated as “five-day work week”, the 
closest reasonable approximation. 
The translator is aware that, in some cases, minor errors might have crept 
in, as the translation had to be done with little to no time left for revision; 
yet, the present work is a result of an honest and unbiased effort of 
someone who cherishes his professional integrity. 
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1. Encrypted telegram of the secretaries 
of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) Joseph 
Stalin, Lazar Kaganovich, and 
Vyacheslav Molotov to the leadership of 
the Central Chernozem Province of the 
Russian Federation regarding the 
necessity to procure 3 million poods
of grain in February 1931 as a good will 
extension of the quota. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
January 27th, 1931. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 13.

Declassified.
Previous classification: Strict Secret

Voronezh – Central Chernozem Province: Vareikis, Ryabinin. 

According to your vstrechnyi plan [self-imposed extension of the quota], you volunteered to procure 7 million poods
more than planned [by the central authorities]. Based on the latest figures, you have suffered complete demobilization 
and practically halted procurement. We consider this situation deplorable; the Central Committee [of the All-Union 
Communist party] proposes that you must achieve a decisive change in the course of grain procurement. We order you 
to procure, in the remaining days of February, an extra 3 million poods [49 thousand metric tons]. Report your progress 
in no more than two days. 

Signed: STALIN, KAGANOVICH, MOLOTOV

27.1.31
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2. Encrypted telegram of the secretaries 
of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) Joseph 
Stalin, Lazar Kaganovich, and 
Vyacheslav Molotov to the leadership of 
the Urals Region of the Russian 
Federation regarding the necessity to 
procure in February-March 1931 three 
million poods of grain as a good will 
extension of the quota. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
January 27th, 1931. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 14.

Declassified.
Previous classification: Strict Secret

Urals provincial Communist party committee – Kabakov, Oshvintzev. 

According to your vstrechnyi plan [self-imposed extension of the quota], you volunteered to procure 7 million poods
more than planned [by the central authorities]. Based on the latest figures, you have suffered complete demobilization 
and practically halted procurement. We consider this situation deplorable; the Central Committee [of the All-Union 
Communist party] proposes that you must achieve a decisive change in the course of grain procurement. We order you 
to procure, in the remaining days of February, an extra 3 million poods [49 thousand metric tons]. Report your progress 
in no more than two days. 

Signed: STALIN, KAGANOVICH, MOLOTOV

27.1.31
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3.  Encrypted telegram of the secretaries 
of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) Joseph 
Stalin, Lazar Kaganovich, and 
Vyacheslav Molotov to the leadership of 
the Middle Volga Region of the Russian 
Federation regarding the necessity to 
meet the reduced quota for grain 
procurement. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
January 27th, 1931. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 12.

Declassified.
Previous classification: Strict Secret

Samara. Middle Volga Regional Communist party committee: Khataevich, Brykov. 
Copy to Mikoyan, Lobov. 

According to the quota of grain procurement, your region still owes [the State] approximately 18 million poods
[293 thousand metric tons], not counting the milling fees. Based on latest figures, your region suffered complete 
demobilization and practically halted procurement. We consider this situation completely deplorable. We demand that 
you immediately mobilize all forces to increase grain procurement and genuinely achieve real success. The Central 
committee [of the Communist party] will take the exceptional step and reduce your quota from 18 to 5 million [poods] 
on the condition that this quota is mandatory and must be fulfilled in February and beginning of March. The Central 
Committee orders you to report progress in no more than two days. 

Signed: STALIN, KAGANOVICH, MOLOTOV 

27/1-31
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4. Letter of Yan Rudzutak, Chairman 
of the Central Control commission 
of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) and the People’s 
Commissar for Workers-and-Peasants 
Inspectorate of the USSR to Joseph 
Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov 
regarding the course of grain 
procurement in Siberia. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
February 1st, 1931. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 27–28.

To the Members and Candidate Members of the Politbureau –
[from] Y. Rudzutak.

Jan RUDZUTAK
Deputy Chairman of the Soviet of People’s 
Commissars and the Soviet for Labor and 
Defence of the USSR in 1926—1937. Also, in 
1931—1934 served as the Chairman of the 
Central Control Commission of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) and the 
People’s Commissar for Rabkrin (Workers’
and Peasants’ Inspectorate) of the USSR.

I arrived late by 12 hours. First impressions in Siberia are as follows: 
Without doubt, villages have bread. In the last two months procurement has 
been practically halted. Calculation of quotas on the district levels was done 
based on ‘gut feeling’.

Practically no work [on quotas] took place on the kolkhoz level. Collective far-
mers have threshed enough grain for personal use, for emergency reserves, 
and [enough] seed grain, the rest remains in field stacks, unthreshed.

They have forgotten that in Siberia traditionally threshing is done in the winter, 
on threshing floors made of ice. 

To assure procurement of at least 15 million poods [244 thousand metric 
tons], [we] put forth new district quotas, demanding more than 17 million 
poods. Siberian [comrades] believe that additional 8–12 million poods is 
realistic. I am sure that they will certainly procure additional 15 million [poods]. 
To organize procurement, 600 activists are sent to districts today.
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5. Encrypted telegram to the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) from Philip 
Goloshchekin, secretary of the regional 
committee of the Communist party of 
Kazakhstan [at the time, a region of the 
Russian Federation] regarding the 
course of grain procurement.  
Original document. 
January 28th, 1931. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 26.

Encrypted communication from Alma-Ata from Goloshchekin
to Stalin, Kaganovich, Molotov.

Philip 
GOLOSHCHEKIN

secretary of the regional 
committee of the Communist 
party of Kazakhstan

While measures are taken to execute your directive dated January
27th [1931], I have to inform you regarding the following: 

1. Narkomsnab [The People’s Commissariat for Supplies] 
information regarding our fulfilment of the quota is incorrect. We 
have procured 44.5 million [poods] in fulfilment of the September 
highest quota of 57 million [poods], not counting the milling fee. Thus, 
12.5 million poods remain to be procured, of which 5 million were 
taken off by Narkomsnab in November […] thus, we have 7.5 million 
[poods] left to procure. Therefore, 8 million poods requested of us, is 
not a reduction, but an extension of the quota. 

2. We emphasize again that 27 districts of the former Aktyubinsk, 
Urals, and Kustanai territories have suffered from failure of crops for 
two years and their underprocurement of 4 million poods cannot be 
collected under any circumstances. 

Awaiting an immediate decision. 
Signed: GOLOSHCHEKIN
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6. Encrypted telegram from Joseph 
Stalin to the leadership of Kazakhstan 
regarding the necessity of fulfillment 
of the reduced quota of grain 
procurement. 
February 1st, 1931. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 24.

Declassified.
Previous classification: TOP SECRET, ENCRYPTED COPY

To ALMA-ATA, Regional Communist party committee, Goloshchekin; 
Chairman of the Soviet of People’s Commissars [of Kazakhstan], Isaev. 

Copies to Mikoyan, Lobov. 

According to the summaries of balance sheets provided by NKSnab [People’s Commissariat for Supplies], your 
dispatch regarding reduction of quotas for grain procurement is not based on reality. It appears that you have based 
your appeal on rumours, heard on the street. It appears that you were unwillingly misleading the Central committee [of 
the Communist Party]. The Central committee insists on unconditional fulfilment of the reduced quota of 8 million poods
[130 thousand metric tons] and demands that you take all necessary measures in this regard. 

Signed: Secretary of the Central Committee STALIN, January 31st, 1931
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7. Encrypted Telegram to Joseph 
Stalin from Mendel Khataevich
[in 1931 serving as], 1st secretary 
of the Middle Volga (Russian 
Federation) regional committee 
of the Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
regarding allocation of fodder 
to ensure transportation of grain 
from remote communities. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
March 28th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 42.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]
Previous classification: STRICT SECRET. 

MOSCOW, Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks), comrade STALIN. 

Up to 4 million poods [65.2 thousand metric tons] of grain are stored in the secluded rural communities of the 
Sharlizha, Kashirinsk, Ponomarevsk, Glushitza and Krasnoyarsk districts of our region that are most remote from any 
railroads. Storage conditions of this grain are not conducive to its preservation. The only means of acceleration of 
removal of this grain is to hand out to the drafted peasantry between 1 ½ and 2 poods [24 – 32 kilograms] of fodder 
oats per each horse-drawn sleigh. We petitioned the People’s Commissariat for Supplies and the Soviet of People’s 
Commissars but did not get the positive answer. Yet the sleigh-ways are already melting. We ask for your permission 
to hand out fodder oats to transport grains currently stored in especially unfavorable conditions, otherwise we will lose 
more, as this grain will rot. 

Signed: regional Committee of the Communist party – KHATAEVICH.
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8. Encrypted telegram sent by Joseph 
Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov to the 
Middle Volga (Russian Federation) 
regional Committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) regarding 
transportation of grain from remote 
communities. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
March 28th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 41.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]
Previous classification: TOP SECRET. 

SAMARA:      Khataevich, Brykov. 
Copy to Mikoyan. 

We view your request about the conditions of transportation of 4 million poods of grain as bordering on extortion 
[…] If this grain is not transported on time, or suffers from even partial rot, we will assume that the Region has no 
functioning authority, and the people who imagine themselves as being in charge of the Region are deliberately 
misleading the Center [Government of the USSR][…]. 

Signed: STALIN, MOLOTOV.
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9. Excerpt from the protocol number 
57 of the meeting of the Political 
Bureau of the Central committee 
of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) regarding the 
unacceptability of reduction of the 
grain procurement quota for Bashkiria
[Bashkortostan, a province 
of the Russian Federation]. 
Copy of the original document. 
August 18th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 149.

Previous classification: TOP SECRET

To: comrades Mikoyan, Kerzhentzev, 
Bashobkom [Bashkiria provincial committee of the Communist party]

By the ballot of the members of the Political Bureau on August 18th, 1931.

Paragraph 21/3: Regarding grain procurement.

a) Deny the request of Bashkir provincial party committee to reduce grain procurement quota for 1931. 
b) Suggest to Bashkir provincial party committee that all discussions regarding quotas for grain procurement must 
cease and that energetic work to fulfil the quotas of grain procurement must start. 

Signed: Secretary of the Central committee.
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10. Excerpt from the protocol 
number 62 of the meeting of the 
Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) regarding 
dispatching representatives of the 
Central Committee to regions with 
the aim of providing assistance in 
intensification of grain procurement. 
Copy of the original document. 
September 15th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 77, Page 186.

Paragraph 18:   a)  Regarding the course of grain procurement.
(In reference to [the meeting of the] Political Bureau on August 15th, 1931, protocol 56, 
paragraph 24)
(comrade Mikoyan).

b)  Regarding quotas for grain procurement in DVK [Far Eastern Region of the Russian Federation]
(comrade Mikoyan). 

a) Due to insufficient grain procurement in Urals, Middle Volga, Lower Volga Regions and Bashkiria Province of 
the Russian Federation that threatens the cumulative yearly quota for grain procurement, dispatch, as representatives 
of the Central Committee, comrade Sulimov – to Lower Volga Region, comrade Nikolaeva – to Bashkiria Province, 
comrade Ilin – to Urals Region, and comrade Khloplyankin – to Middle Volga Region of the Russian Federation. 

b) Deny the request of comrade Bergavinov regarding reduction of grain procurement quota for Far Eastern 
Region of the Russian Federation. 

Signed:  Secretary of the Central Committee.
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11. Telegram to Joseph Stalin and 
Yan Rudzutak sent by the 2nd secretary 
of the Urals provincial committee of the 
Communist party Levon Mirzoyan (inter 
alii), relaying the decision of the 
Bureau of the Urals provincial 
committee of the Communist party and 
the provincial Control commission 
regarding the course of grain 
procurement. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
October 25th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 78, Page 90–92.

The Provincial committee [of the Communist party] 
notes the absolutely unsatisfactory course of grain 
procurement: by October 20th, [1931] the yearly 
quota has been fulfilled only by 19.8%.
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These poor results of grain procurement are 
explained, in general, by the presence, that we yet 
have to banish, of an anti-procurement 
opportunistic mood in the provincial [procurement 
agency] and district-level procurement agencies.

Characteristic manifestations […] of such mood 
are visible in the leadership of the Urals Grain 
Trust (comrades Popov and Erlich) who […] sent

To be continued

X



… a telegram to the district authorities allowing halting of grain 
collection.  

Such opportunistic and anti-procurement moods found sup-
port of comrade Zubarev, secretary of the provincial committee, 
who sanctioned Popov and Erlich’s decision to halt grain collec-
tion from the grain-growing sovkhozes [state-owned farms]. 
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The joint session of the provincial [Communist] party committee and the provincial Control commission [of the 
Communist party] thus […] decides: 

1) Strip comrade Zubarev of the responsibilities of the secretary [of the provincial party committee] and remove 
him from the Bureau of the provincial committee. 

2) Relieve of duty and severely reprimand comrade Erlich, the deputy Head of the Urals Grain Trust in charge 
of the day-to-day operations of the grain-producing sovkhozes; severely reprimand the Head of the Urals Grain 
Trust comrade Popov […] who failed to take all necessary measures to fulfil directives of the [Communist] party 
regarding procurement of grain.
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12. Telegram from Joseph Stalin and 
Vyacheslav Molotov to the leadership 
of Kazakhstan [at the time, a province 
of the Russian Federation] and the 
Middle Volga Region of the Russian 
Federation regarding failure of grain 
procurement. 
Handwritten original document. 
November 19th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 78, Page 117.

Of all the republics and provinces of the USSR, 
Kazakhstan and the Middle Volga are the only regions 
where grain procurement is steadily dropping every 
pyatidnevka [five-day working period]. In the last 
5 days you have procured less grain than 
Nizhegorodsky Region, Moscow Province, Republic of 
Tatarstan, and Eastern Siberia Region. You have 
failed most insolently to implement the decision of the 
plenary meeting of the Central committee [of the 
Communist party]. The Central committee and the 
Soviet of People’s Commissars ask you the following 
question: are you inclined to immediately manage to 
change for the better in grain procurement, or, if you 
have abandoned all hope for such change, is it time to 
bring up the question about replacing the leadership 
[of your regions] in order to move the grain 
procurement forward.

Signed: STALIN, MOLOTOV
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13. Encrypted telegram sent by 
Joseph Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov 
to Mendel Khataevich, 1st secretary of 
the Middle Volga (Russian Federation) 
provincial committee of the Communist 
party regarding reduction of the quotas 
for sovkhozes [state-owned farms] at 
the expense of the individual and 
collective farmers. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
November 28th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 79, Page 150.

Declassified. 
Previous classification: Top Secret. Copy encoded. 

Samara, Regional committee [of the Communist party], Khataevich. 

We accept your proposal to lighten up the quotas for sovkhozes [state-owned farms] at the expense 
of the kolkhozes and individual farmers, but only with the condition that the State [USSR] must not lose but one pood
[16 kilograms] of grain as a result of this adjustment. [We] warn you that in case the quota is not fulfilled 100%, the 
Central committee will be forced to implement harsh measures. 

Signed: STALIN, MOLOTOV

28.XI.31
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14. Excerpt from the protocol number 
82 of the meeting of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding grain procurement and 
supply of industrial goods to Ukraine”. 
Copy. 
December 24th, 1931.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 79, Page 180.

Paragraph 41. Regarding grain procurement 
and supply of industrial goods to Ukraine.

Accept the following proposals put forth by 
the commission chaired by comrade Molotov: 

To strengthen the reserves of industrial 
goods [distribution of which is] used to stimulate 
grain procurement in the month of January, the 
Political Bureau decides: 

Instruct the NKSnab [People’s Commissa-
riate for Supplies] to facilitate the transfer of 
industrial goods with the total value (retail prices) 
of 36 million roubles to villages of Ukraine in 
December 1931 – January 1932 […]

39

4) Restructure the January quotas for 
industrial goods distribution in the Ukraine at 
the expense of the urban areas, so that the 
rural areas receive an increase of supply up 
to 14 million rubles, to be delivered by 
January 20th, 1932.
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15. Decision of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding grain procurement”. 
Original document. 
January 11th, 1932.

Provided by the Russian State Archive 
of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 3, File 868, Page 5.

[Paragraph] 13/7. – Regarding Grain Procurement
(Comrade Mikoyan). 

a) Make it mandatory for the Central Committees 
of Communist parties of national republics [constitu-
ent republics of the USSR], regional and provincial 
Communist party committees to continue extraordi-
nary procurement of grain even after reaching quotas 
planned for their Province (Region, Republic).
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c) All grain, gathered in excess of the yearly 
quotas, with exception of the 40% reserved for local 
consumption, must be transferred to the centralized 
reserves [of the USSR].

Anastas MIKOYAN
People’s Commissar
for Supplies of the USSR
in 1930–1934

Joseph STALIN
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16. Encrypted telegram sent to Joseph Stalin 
by Stanislaw Kosior, 1st secretary of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine regarding the situation 
with grain procurement. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
March 15th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 80, Pages 61 – 61(v.).

Most thorough analysis of the situation leads to the conclusion 
that without doubt kolkhozes have grain.

41

Kolkhozes have no grain in barns, as all grain has been 
handed out, legally or illegally, to the farmers. Both collective 
farmers and individual peasants have been hoarding grain be-
cause of the heavy-handed, and, in some cases, overzealous 
approach of the local authorities during harvesting, and be-
cause of campaigning by kulaks [more prosperous peasants] 
who spread rumors that all bread will be commandeered. 

It is obvious that [this tension in the] atmosphere created 
by the current seed procurement drive must be reduced by all 
means.

1. Announce that the seed procurement drive in kolkhozes 
is completed. Limit all future procurement to good-will 
purchases of excess grain from collective farmers. Currently 
we are only procuring what the collective farmer is willing to 
surrender.

To be continued

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous 
classification mark]
Previous classification: STRICT SECRET.

Encrypted Telegram
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2) Cover the shortage of seed grain by borrowing 
from collective farmers’ current allotment of grain […]

42

3) Also, the Central authorities [of the USSR] will 
need to make public the exact procedures of grain 
procurement for the next harvest […]

Signed: KOSIOR

It is necessary to correct the consequences and 
prevent the repeat of the most erroneous policy of 
forced equalization in regard of grain procurement that 
was allowed to take place this year.

Stanislaw KOSIOR
1st Secretary of the Central 

committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine

in 1928–1938 
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17. Excerpt from the protocol number 
of the meeting of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the All-
Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding Measures to Prevent 
Failure to Sow [Wheat] in Ukraine. 
Copy of the Original document. 
March 16th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 80, Page 58.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]

Previous classification: STRICT SECRET.

43

The Political Bureau believes that shortage of seed grain in Ukraine is many times worse than what was described 
in comrade Kosior’s telegram; therefore, the Political Bureau recommends the Central Committee of the Communist 
party of Ukraine to take all measures within its reach to prevent the threat of failing to sow [field crops] in Ukraine. 

Signed: Secretary of the Central Committee – J. STALIN
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18. Letter to Joseph Stalin from Stanislaw 
Kosior, 1st secretary of the Central committee 
of the Communist party of Ukraine regarding 
the course and the perspectives of the sowing 
campaign in Ukraine. 
Original document. 
April 26th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian 
Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 61, File 794, Page 12 – 16.

In the Ukrainian Steppe [areas] we have 10-15 especially 
hard-hit districts, where, as we are learning now, serious 
mistakes in drawing up quotas for grain procurement were 
allowed to take place as well as serious deviations from the 
[Communist] party course, and completely unjustified pressure 
during grain procurement. 

44

There are also isolated cases of starvation, and even 
whole villages [starving]; however, this is only the result of 
bungling on the local level, deviations [from the party line], 
especially in regard of kolkhozes. All rumours about “famine”
in Ukraine must be unconditionally rejected. The crucial help 
that was provided for Ukraine will give us the opportunity to 
eradicate all such outbreaks [of starvation].

To tell the truth, I still happen to encounter …

To be continued

Comrade Stalin: 
If we compare this [year] with the last year, then sowing,

so far, is going better than last year; however, this is not due
to well-organized labour but rather due to better meteorolo-
gical [weather] conditions. 
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45… some isolated cases [of starvation] (in kolkhozes, 
villages), but it will be unconditionally eradicated. Almost 
the whole Steppe [region of Ukraine] is now engaged in 
sowing.

To be continued
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19. Letter from Joseph Stalin 
to Stanislaw Kosior, 1st secretary 
of the Central committee of the 
Communist party of Ukraine. 
Copy. 
April 26th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 61, File 794, Page 18.

Comrade Kosior!

You must read attached summaries. Judging by this information, it looks like the Soviet authority has ceased 
to exist in some areas of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. Can this be true? Is the situation in villages in 
Ukraine this bad? Where are the operatives of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate], what are they doing? 

Could you verify this information and inform the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party about 
taken measures. 

Sincerely, J. Stalin
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Joseph STALIN
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20. Memorandum of Alexeev, secre-
tary of the Vinnitsa provincial commit-
tee of the Communist party of Ukraine 
to Stanislaw Kosior, 1st secretary of the 
Communist party of Ukraine regarding 
content of speeches by Semyon
Budyenny [future Marshal of the Soviet 
Union] made during visits to Ukrainian 
villages. (This copy of the letter was 
forwarded to Lazar Kaganovich, 
secretary of the Central Committee of 
the All-Union Communist party in 
Moscow). 
Verified copy of the original document. 
June 27th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 61, File 794, Page 36 – 38.

[…] in his conversations with 
collective farmers, comrade 
Budyenny said: 

“Your predicament is that the 
authorities do not know that you 
have no bread, your “Ukrainian” and 
local leaders are to blame, they 
over-promised [to the Central 
authorities] all these ‘self-imposed 
extensions’ of quotas for grain 
procurement, and took your grain, 
and left you without bread”. 

48

According to informa-
tion received by the 
provincial committee 
[of the Communist 
party], comrade 
Semyon Budyenny
[prominent military 
commander, future 
Marshal of the Soviet 
Union] has visited 4 
districts of the Vinnitsa
province: Lyubarsky, 
Kazatinsky, Zaslavsky
and Lyahovetsky and 
several villages in the 
said districts.

To be continued
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Comrade Budyenny made a speech in Zaslavsky
district on June 22, 1932.

49

Semen BUDENNYI (BUDYENNY)
A Soviet Civil war hero, in 1932 – Chief 

Inspector of the Cavalry of the Workers’
and Peasants’ Red Army [Equivalent 

military rank – 4-star general].

[…][he] emphasized that several districts of Ukraine 
suffered from severe aberrations of the [Communist] party 
directives during grain procurement, which is explained by 
the fact that [the officials in] Kharkov [capital of Ukraine in 
1917—1934] had no knowledge of the real situation in 
districts and productivity in those districts. Quotas were set 
unrealistically. For two years [the local officials] would 
mislead the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist 
party and the government [of the USSR] about high [grain 
crop] productivity.

In the majority of districts of Ukraine even the seed grain 
has been taken [to meet the quotas]. 

After [comrade] Budyenny’s speech, the head of a local 
village Soviet made a statement: 

“I will not be fooled during next year grain procurement 
campaign, I will first calculate how much seed grain and 
grain for daily consumption we need and only then will 
[know what is left for] grain procurement.
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21. Letter to Joseph Stalin from 
Mendel Khataevich, 1st secretary 
of the Dnepropetrovsk Province 
committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine 
regarding the impossibility of 
procurement of the planned 
amount of grain in Ukraine. 
Original document. 
October 22nd, 1932. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 82, Record Series 40, File 82, 
Pages 136 – 140.

In order to meet the yearly quota of grain procurement 
[underlined in pencil, possibly by Stalin] Ukraine will have to 
hand over an additional ca. 235 million poods [3.8 million metric 
tons] on top of the 140 million poods [2.3 million metric tons] that 
have been harvested already. It is absolutely obvious to me that
Ukraine will not be able to give this amount of grain.

Mendel KHATAEVICH
1st secretary of the 

Dnepropetrovsk Province 
committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine 

Both in Odessa Province and Dnepropetrovsk Province 
of Ukraine, there are multiple cases of …
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To be continued
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51… overburdened kolkhozes that, should quotas be met, will 
be left without seeds, fodder and provisions.

To be continued

These exceptionally poor results may only be explained by 
the indifference and greatest lethargy that reign over the 
significant part of the activists on the district and local levels.

The conclusion of all of this should be: since it is now 
clear that Ukraine will not provide the 235 million poods
of grain as was planned, the authorities must introduce 
as soon as possible with complete clarity, what exact 
amount of grain we should be fighting for here.
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In order to increase grain procurement [we] will have to 
apply a lot of pressure […] and this pressure will only 
give the desired results if the current grain procurement 
quotas are amended to assure that kolkhozes will be 
allowed to keep enough wheat to meet the minimal 
requirements for provisions, fodder and seed grain. 

Signed: With communist salute, KHATAEVICH.

To do so, it is necessary, in an urgent fashion, to amend 
the grain procurement quotas for the kolkhozes that are 
in fact overburdened.
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22. Letter to Joseph Stalin from 
Stanislaw Kosior, 1st secretary 
of the Central Committee of the 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
of Ukraine regarding grain 
procurement and sowing 
campaign in Ukraine. 
Original document. 
October 23rd, 1932. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 82, 
Pages 132 – 135.

Today, I have received a copy of Khataevich’s letter to you 
regarding grain procurement. I believe Khataevich was wrong to 
do this behind my back.

Now about the essence of the question. Without doubt, we 
will have to ask for a reduction [of grain procurement quotas]. 
However, I believe that we should not be rushing this too much. 
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To be continued

Stanislaw KOSIOR
1st Secretary of the Central 

committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine 

in 1928–1938

At the moment, there is a lot of unthreshed wheat still left in field 
stacks. There are instances of overburdening of certain 
kolkhozes, as Khataevich indicated; however, at the moment it 
is impossible to assess, with any degree of accuracy, how many 
kolkhozes are overburdened. 

X



I would consider necessary to implement the reduction of the quotas on the level of Provinces and individual 
kolkhozes in the second half on November [1932], as to avoid any hesitation regarding planned levels of 
grain procurement in October [1932].

The mood in a lot of 
kolkhozes is also not bad.
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Signed: KOSIOR
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23. Letter to Joseph Stalin from 
Mendel Khataevich, 1st secretary 
of the Dnepropetrovsk provincial 
committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine 
regarding the unsatisfactory 
course of grain procurement. 
Original document. 
December 27th, 1932. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 85, 
Pages 88 – 94.

I don’t know whether I’m telling you anything new, but 
nonetheless I find it necessary to relay my views regarding 
the reasons for the ugly unsatisfactory advance of grain 
procurement that we had here, in Ukraine.

Mendel KHATAEVICH
1st secretary of the 

Dnepropetrovsk Province 
committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine 
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To be continued

If we organized our campaign for bread the way it should 
have been from the very beginning, simultaneously with the 
onset of harvesting, and continued with due devotion, rigor 
and mobilization, no doubt, by now we would have finished 
with the fulfillment of the planned quotas.
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To be frank, up until the end of October [1932], 
most of the Ukrainian government officials were under 
the hypnotic spell of “excessophobia”.
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To be continued

[For example,] this unnecessary fascination with setting 
up meal centers in kolkhozes was widespread in the whole 
of Ukraine all summer long.

X



Despite multiple reductions of quotas, numerous 
mistakes that took place in the planning of grain 
procurement […] have not yet been remedied to the 
fullest extent.
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To be continued

As for the struggle to meet the established quotas for 
grain procurement from individual farmers, it went with 
particularly major carelessness, meekness and compliance.
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58The gist of all above-mentioned is, substantially, just 
one basic main cause of the present-day big difficulties 
with grain procurement in Ukraine; namely: unacceptable 
blunders that took place at the level of the Central 
Committee of the Communist party of Ukraine in the task 
of organizing grain procurement.

The task of recovery of the hoarded and pilfered grain and 
proper arrangement of re-threshing will demand colossal 
pressure and enormous managerial effort.

[…] It is necessary to quickly genuinely help Ukraine 
[by sending in] tough, well-trained organizers.

Signed:   With Communist salute, M. KHATAEVICH.
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24. Memorandum sent to 
Joseph Stalin by Boris 
Sheboldaev, 1st secretary of the 
North Caucasus (Russian 
Federation) regional committee 
of the Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) regarding the need 
to reduce quotas for grain 
collection in the region. 
Original document. 
August 20th, 1932. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 81, 
Pages 107 – 110.

Boris SHEBOLDAEV
1st secretary of the North 

Caucasus (Russian Federation) 
regional committee of the 

Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
in 1931–1934 
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To be continued

The current situation with harvesting and processing 
of grain is grave.

[…] Should the quotas be [forcibly] met, kolkhozes will 
be left with less grain than last year.

X



[There have been] multiple cases of refusal to agree to the quotas, 
slowdowns by women, refusal to come to the fields on the part of
collective farmers and sporadic cases of quitting kolkhozes.
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To be continued
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In some districts wheat crops suffered 
complete failure and whatever grain survived 
cannot be re-sown. Therefore it will be necessary 
to provide seed grain assistance to these districts 
in the amount of 1.5 million poods [24.4 thousand 
metric tons] of winter wheat, partially in exchange 
for [existing reserves of] fodder grains.

Would the Central Committee consider 
acceptable: 

a) to allow, under local authority supervision, 
thrashing of the grain harvested by individual 
farmers [i.e., not members of kolkhozes], using 
the equipment on the pro-bono basis; 

b) to revoke the right to purchase industrial goods 
for those farmers who do not meet the grain 
procurement quotas; 

c) in exceptional cases to prosecute in criminal 
courts [… those] who fail to meet the quotas that 
have been previously contended to by popular 
vote [of the village].

[…] As our Region has no reserves [of seed 
grain], this issue can only be resolved by the 
Central government. 

Signed: SHEBOLDAEV
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25. Encrypted telegram sent by Joseph Stalin 
to Boris Sheboldaev, 1st secretary of the North 
Caucasus (Russian Federation) regional committee 
of the Communist party (Bolsheviks) refusing the 
reduction of quotas for grain procurement. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
August 22nd, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 81, Page 105.

Declassified 
[Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]

Previous classification: STRICT SECRET.

Your note about reduction of quotas have been 
received and forwarded to the Central Committee. I cannot 
support you in light of poor performance by your Region in 
the business of grain procurement. Since the Middle Volga 
[Region] that survived a drought was able to transfer to the 
State funds 4 million poods [65.2 thousand metric tons] in 
the third pyatidnevka [five-day working period of August], 
while your Region didn’t transfer even 2 million [poods, 
32.6 thousand metric tons], it would mean that the regional 
party committee is either yellow-bellied in the face of 
hardship and surrendered to the apostles of gravity flow, or 
it is engaged in some kind of diplomacy and tries to pull the 
wool over the eyes of Central Committee. I cannot support 
this kind of work. 

Signed: STALIN
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26. Encrypted telegram sent to 
Joseph Stalin by Ivan Kabakov, 
1st secretary of the Urals (Russian 
Federation) regional committee of 
the Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
appealing against increases of 
grain procurement quotas for 
September [1932]
Verified copy of the original 
document. 
September 10th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 81, 
Page 148.

Declassified 
[Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]

Previous classification: STRICT SECRET.

The grain procurement quotas for September were 
announced to the farmers [only] on September 1st [1932], 
harvesting was going poorly, constant rain delayed ripening 
of the late harvest […] availability of draught horses is 
appalling, transportation is severely impeded. 

Strongly request keeping the preliminary quota of 
183,000 tons, since the latest announced quota amounts to 
221,000 tons, yet we have warning signs that under current 
conditions meeting the quotas completely would be difficult, 
we need to finish sowing. 

Signed:  KABAKOV.
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Ivan KABAKOV
1st secretary of the Urals 

(Russian Federation) regional 
committee of the Communist 

party (Bolsheviks) in 1929–1934 
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27. Encrypted telegram sent by 
Joseph Stalin to Ivan Kabakov, 
1st Secretary of the Urals (Russian 
Federation) regional committee 
of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) with refusal of the latter’s 
appeal for reduction of grain 
procurement quotas for September 
[1932]. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
September 12th, 1932. 

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 81, Page 149.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]

Previous classification: TOP SECRET. TO BE ENCRYPTED. 

Sverdlovsk, Urals provincial Communist party committee. [To] Kabakov. 

Considering the situation in the USSR, regretfully cannot satisfy your request. Therefore the Central Committee has 
decided: “Refuse comrade Kabakov’s appeal to further reduce quotas for grain procurement and return of the 
previously lent seed grain and keep the procurement quota of 183,000 tons plus planned return of 82,000 tons of the 
previously lent seed grain.”

Signed:   Secretary of the Central Committee STALIN
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28. Encrypted telegram sent by Joseph 
Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov to Ivan 
Kabakov, 1st Secretary of the Urals 
(Russian Federation) regional committee of 
the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
regarding deployment of repressions 
against directors of sovkhozes in the Urals 
Province in case of failure to meet grain 
procurement quotas. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
December 7th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 84, Page 139.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous 
classification mark]

Previous classification: TOP SECRET. TO BE ENCRYPTED. 

To comrades Kabakov, Oshvintzev, Mirzoyan

Mirzoyan’s encrypted telegram regarding unmet quotas for sovkhozes [state-owned farms] we find unconvincing, 
devoid of substance, and bureaucratic. The provincial authorities may not escape responsibility for failure of sovkhozes to 
meet quotas. Soviet of People’s Commissars and the Central Committee order you to forward to Moscow names of the 
directors of the failing sovkhozes, and announce to these directors that, in case quotas remain unmet, they will be 
arrested as liars, saboteurs and enemies of the Soviet state in the same way as several directors of sovkhozes in 
Western Siberia, Ukraine, North Caucasus were arrested. Announce to the directors that membership in the Communist 
party will not save them from prosecution, since an enemy with a Party card deserves a more severe punishment than an 
enemy without a Party card. 

Signed: STALIN, MOLOTOV 
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29. Encrypted telegram sent by Joseph Stalin to the leadership 
of Kazakhstan [at the time, an Autonomous republic, a constituent 
of the Russian Federation] regarding the need for repressions 
in the course of grain procurement drive. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
November 21st, 1932. 

Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 83, Page 137.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]

Previous classification: TOP SECRET. COPY TO BE ENCRYPTED. 

To: Alma-Ata, regional Committee of the Communist party, 
comrades Goloshchekin, Isaev, Kakhiani. 

Kakhiani’s encrypted telegram with expression of displeasure about 
the latest directives of the Soviet of People’s Commissars and 
the Kazakhstan regional Committee of the Communist party has been 
received. Kakhiani’s assessment would have been correct, given 
different circumstances; under current circumstances it is utterly 
incorrect. Comrade Kakhiani does not take under consideration that 
in the last several pyatidnevka [five-day work weeks] grain procure-
ment in Kazakhstan is falling by leaps and bounds, which leads 
to factual halt of procurement, and this is despite the fact that the 

quotas have been reduced maximally and the shortfall exceeds 10 million poods [163 thousand metric tons]. Under such 
circumstances the goal is, first of all, to strike the communists on the district level and below [on the village level] since they 
are fully entrapped by the small-bourgeois [induced] chaos and allowed themselves to take the road of [support] of the 
sabotage of grain procurement by kulaks [more prosperous peasants]. It must be understood that under such conditions, the 
Soviet of People’s Commissars and the regional [Communist] party committee could not take any path but that of repressions, 
although, obviously, repressions alone will not suffice and parallel to repressions we need a wide and systematic propaganda 
campaign. 

Signed: STALIN 
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30. Encrypted telegram sent to Joseph 
Stalin by Philip Goloshchekin, secretary 
of the Kazakhstan [at the time, an 
Autonomous republic, a constituent of the 
Russian Federation] regional committee of 
the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
regarding repressions during grain 
procurement. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
November 21st, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 83, Page 138 – 138 (v.).

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]

Previous classification: STRICT SECRET.

Upon familiarizing with Kakhiani’s telegram to the Central 
Committee of the Communist party dated October 20th [1932], the 
Bureau of the regional party committee informs: 

1) Only 3 districts and not 19, as Kakhiani asserted, were blacklisted. 
2) 14 districts of decisive importance for the [outcome of] grain 

[procurement] were subjected to repressive economic sanctions 
without blacklisting. 

3) In other districts, the list of which has been communicated to 
the Central Committee on October 28th [1932], only a limited number 
of kolkhozes – where willful resistance to grain procurement takes 
place – were blacklisted, a total of 87 kolkhozes. 
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[…] until the quotas are met, these [kolkhozes] are stripped of benefits 
of the 17th of September [1932] Directive of the Central Committee in 
regard of extensible right to utilize collectively owned farm animals for 
individual benefit  

Signed:      Secretary of the regional committee GOLOSHCHEKIN
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31. Decision of the Soviet of 
People’s Commissars of the USSR 
Number 1748/366s “On 
acceleration of criminal 
proceedings regarding aggravated 
failure to fulfill reciprocal 
contractual obligations related to 
acquisition of agricultural goods 
by the State and on further 
criminalization of such offences.”
Original document. 
November 23rd, 1932.

Provided by the State Archive of the 
Russian Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 466, 
Page 90.

Declassified
Previous classification: SECRET

The Soviet of People’s Commissars of the USSR decides: 

Suggest to the Soviets of People’s Commissars of the 
constituent republics [of the USSR] to direct the court 
system to decide all cases of aggravated failure to fulfill 
reciprocal contractual obligations related to acquisition of 
agricultural goods by the State within three days and to 
increase levels of punishment for such offences. 

Signed: Deputy Chairman, Soviet of People’s 
Commissars (V. KUYBYSHEV)

Signed: Deputy Supervisor of the 
administrative division, Soviet of 
People’s Commissars (I. MEZHLAUK)
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Ivan MEZHLAUK

Valerian KUYBYSHEV
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32. Encrypted telegram from Joseph Stalin to 
authorized representatives of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] of Ukraine and Provinces and 
Regions of the RSFSR [Russian Federation] regarding 
forwarding to the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) information regarding 
sabotage, wrecking and pilfering of kolkhoz property. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
November 29th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 84, Page 84.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]
Previous classification: TOP SECRET. COPY TO BE ENCRYPTED. 

To: A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of Ukraine – comrades Redens, 
Balitsky; 

A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of North Caucasus Region of Russia
A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of Middle Volga Region of Russia
A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of Lower Volga Region of Russia –

comrades Rud’, Pillyar
A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of Western Siberia region of Russia
A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of Urals Region of Russia 
A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of Western Province of Russia
A[uthorized] R[epresentative] of the OGPU of Moscow Province of Russia
Copies to comrades Menzhinsky, Yagoda, Prokofiev. 

The Central Committee urges you to dispatch at once and continue to 
dispatch on regular basis to the Secret Department of the Central Committee 
copies of interrogations and reports by informants regarding sabotage of grain 
procurement, wrecking of assets of kolkhozes and pilfering of collective and 
state property in kolkhozes and sovkhozes [state-owned farms], if, in your 
opinion, this information may be interesting from the standpoint of learning 
meaningful lessons. 

September 29th, 1932

Secretary of the Central Committee – J. STALIN
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33. Encrypted telegram sent to Joseph 
Stalin by Andrey Zhdanov, Secretary of the 
Gorkii (Russian Federation) regional 
committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) requesting permission to deploy 
repressive measures in Spassky and 
Ardatovsky districts of the region. 
Original document. 
December 14th, 1932.

Provided by Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation.
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 85, Page 6.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]
Previous classification: STRICT SECRET. Making of copies prohibited. 

The Gorkii regional committee of the Communist party requests the Central 
Committee to permit the following measures against 2 districts of our region, 
Spassky and Ardatovsky, that are about to fail – due to sabotage by kulaks [more 
prosperous peasants] and resistance by some of the communists and local activists 
– main economic campaigns ([such as transfer to the State planned quotas of] grain, 
flax, potatoes, meat, capital gains, timber): 
[–]  seize the distribution of all [industrial] goods and remove the [already stored] 
goods from these districts;
[–]  prohibit selling of [agricultural] goods produced by kolkhozes;
[–] declare all credits and fees extended to members of kolkhozes and individual 
farmers due immediately;
[–] purge the local authorities, cooperative and kolkhoz apparatus of elements [of 
society] unfriendly and hostile [to the Soviet rule];
[–] take the counter-revolutionary elements into the custody of OGPU [Joint Chief 
Political Directorate], and initiate ahead of schedule the purge of [Communist] party 
committees of these districts. 

The regional committee of the Communist party has dismissed secretaries of 
these district party committees, directed the regional Control Commission to decide 
their party membership status, disbanded the district party bureaus and sent repre-
sentatives of the regional committee to these districts to implement this decision. 

Signed:    Secretary of the regional Committee – ZHDANOV
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Andrey ZHDANOV
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34. Excerpt from the protocol 
number 126 of the meeting 
of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) regarding 
repressions in the Spassky and 
Ardatovsky districts of Gorkii Region 
[of the Russian Federation]. 
Copy of the original document. 
December 15th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 85, Page 5.

Declassified [Stamp applied on top of the previous classification mark]

Previous classification: STRICT SECRET.  

By ballot of the members of the Political Bureau on December 15th, 1932: 

Regarding comrade Zhdanov telegram.

“Agree with the proposition of the Gorkii regional Communist party Committee to carry out repressive measures 
against Spassky and Ardatovsky districts that are failing basic agricultural campaigns.”

Signed: Secretary of the Central Committee.
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35. Information summary 
submitted to Joseph Stalin by 
Pavel Postyshev, Secretary of the 
Central committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
regarding the course of grain 
procurement in the Lower Volga 
Region [of the Russian 
Federation]. 
Original document.
1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 85, 
Page 14 – 29.

First of all, I would like to comment on some of the 
general issues that affect agriculture in the Lower Volga 
Region. These issues are: planning which fields are to be 
sown [this year], quality of preparation of the soil, and 
management of the grain harvesting campaign. 

I have found the following examples of poor planning of 
the fields: 

The regional authorities of the Lower Volga has 
established the quota for the surface area to be sown in 
Arkadak district, which happens to be larger by 12 thousand 
hectares [30 thousand acres] that the total surface area of 
arable land in that district. As a result, in the district there
are no lands left fallow whatsoever.
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Pavel POSTYSHEV
Secretary of the Central 

committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) 

in 1930–1933

To be continued
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Visual inspection of fields 
sown with winter wheat in 
Dubovsk kolkhoz of Arkadak
district revealed barely plowed 
and, in some places, untouched 
gratten [stubble field]. According 
to statements of members of 
this kolkhoz and chairmen of 
other kolkhozes, winter wheat 
sown in this fashion would 
produce any harvest only in the 
best possible case, with most 
favourable weather. Under less 
favourable conditions, this 
winter wheat will not even 
sprout.

Secretaries of the Arkadak, 
Atkar and Novo-Annensk district 
[Communist] party committees 
asserted that they knew 
everything about this; however, 
they were ordered to sow this 
way to fulfill the already 
established quota for sowing of 
winter wheat.
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According to regional Directorate for Procurement in the [Lower Volga] region out of the total planted area of 
5684 thousand hectares [14 million acres] was lost to weeds and late planting a total of 760 thousand hectares 
[1.9 million acres].

Wheat harvesting in the Lower Volga region went without any supervision by regional and district authorities. 
According to the regional Directorate for Procurement in various districts, losses of wheat during harvesting were 

between 5 and 30%. 

To be continued
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Authorities on the district level were aware of the intention of the regional authority to request the lowering of 
the [grain procurement] quota by 16 million poods [260 thousand metric tons], which caused defeatist moods. 

One can judge how misleading was the petition of the Lower Volga regional [Communist party] committee and 
how lethargic was the mood regarding the unacceptably early ending of wheat harvesting by the fact that by the 
beginning of December no less than several hundred thousand hectares were left unharvested […]

To be continued
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That the Lower Volga [Communist party] organization is infected with defeatist moods is also supported 
by the facts that by my arrival a large number of districts was left without any attention from the representatives 
of the regional Communist party and the regional Executive committee, that threshing was left unmanaged and 
went very slowly […] some threshers were idle while districts with large volume of unthreshed wheat 
experienced acute shortage of threshers and tractors. 
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To be continued
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Upon examination of some of the kolkhozes, I have discovered widespread massive theft of grain during 
transportation from fields to barns and to grain elevators. For example, in Sizovsk kolkhoz (of the N. Chirsk
district) from 7 to 20 poods (112 to 336 kilograms) was shorted (stolen) from every shipment of grain. On 
average, according to my calculations made while in that kolkhoz, for each 100 poods produced, 7.5 poods
were stolen.

To be continued
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The kulaks [more prosperous peasants] of the Lower Volga 
region are completely out of bounds, became impudent and, 
in some cases, gained control over kolkhozes and village 
Soviets [local authority] and, in a whole lot of cases, were in 
actual control of grain procurement.
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36. Memorandum sent 
to Joseph Stalin by Yakov
Yakovlev, People’s Commissar 
for Agriculture of the USSR 
regarding the system of grain 
procurement proposed for 1933.
Original document. 
September 17th, 1932.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 82, 
Page 83 – 85.

In the majority of cases, as a result, the district chooses the path 
of least resistance, i.e., takes all the excess of grain.
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Yakov YAKOVLEV 
(EPSTEIN)

People’s Commissar 
for Agriculture of the USSR 

in 1929–1934

To be continued

The crucial flaw of the currently implemented system of 
grain procurement is that the size of the quota for each separate 
kolkhoz is determined by the whim of the district authorities. 
There isn’t any set criteria, established by law, to determine the 
amount of grain that can be [realistically] procured. 

This crucial flaw of the currently implemented system cau-
ses procurement to look, in many cases, more like requisition, 
and is aggravated by the fact that the district authorities lack
vital knowledge about the vital specifics of kolkhozes […]

If every kolkhoz and every collective farmer were able to 
calculate, based on a rule, made public by the government, the 
amount of grain that the kolkhoz owes to the State [funds], […] 
we would have benefited greatly both from the standpoint of 
procurement, and from the standpoint of relations with peasants.
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37. Encrypted telegram to Joseph 
Stalin from Yakov Goldin, 2nd secretary 
of the Stalingrad regional committee of 
the Communist party with the request 
to implement measures for prevention 
of massive migration from the 
Stalingrad Region of the Russian 
Federation. 
Original document. 
February 16th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 30, File 189, Page 34.

Declassified. 
Previous classification: TOP SECRET

Moscow, Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks)
Comrade Stalin. 

Several districts of our region are affected by mass migration of peasants with families [who seek refuge in] 
Central Chernozem Province of Russia, Middle Volga and other regions. According to the GPU [Main Political 
Directorate] more than 8 thousand people had left already. 

We ask that all measures taken in North Caucasus and Ukraine to prevent mass migration be extended to our 
region. 

Signed:   GOLDIN
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38. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) regarding the telegram from Lower Volga 
(Russian Federation) regional party committee about 
the attempts of peasants to leave the region without 
authorization. 
Original document. 
February 16th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 3, File 916, Page 17.

Protocol number 131 
of the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) on March 1st, 1933. 

In attendance: 
Members of the Political Bureau: comrades Andreev, 

Voroshilov, Kaganovich, Kuybyshev, Molotov. 
Candidate members of the Political Bureau: 

comrades Mikoyan, Petrovsky. 
Members of the Central Committee: (17 present)
Candidate members of the Central Committee: (22 present)
Members of the Presidium of the Central Control 

Commission: (12 present).
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[Telegram was received] February 16th, 1933.  

Regarding the telegram form Lower Volga regional Communist 
party committee.

Mandate the OGPU [Joint Chief Political Directorate] to extend 
to Lower Volga Region of the Russian Federation the Directive of
Soviet of People’s Commissars and Central Committee of the All-
Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) dated January 22nd, 1933 
regarding attempts of peasants to cross the borders of region 
without permission, [authorize] arrests and forcible return to their 
previous places of residence.

Signed:   Secretary of the Central 
Committee – L. KAGANOVICH 

Lazar 
KAGANOVICH
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39. Summary prepared by the Secret Political 
department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] of the USSR regarding the number 
of migrants from villages of Ukraine in December 
1932 – January 1933. 
Original Document. 
February 8th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 6, Page 150.
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Declassified.

Previous classification: TOP SECRET

SUMMARY 

Of the number of migrants that left villages of Ukraine 
in December and January [1932–1933]

Province
Number 
of 
districts

Total 
number 
that left 
[their 
village]

Of the total number, broken by categories

Collec-
tive
farmers

Individual 
farmers

Well-establi-
shed farmers 
and kulaks
[more prospe-
rous farmers]

[Soviet] 
Activists
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40. Summary prepared by the Secret Political 
department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] of the USSR regarding the number of 
fugitives from various regions of the USSR that 
have been apprehended by April 22nd, 1933. 
Original Document. 
April 27th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 1322, Page 391.
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Declassified.

Previous classification: TOP SECRET

Summary 
Of the numbers of apprehended fugitives

From the beginning of the operation 
to April 22nd, 1933.

Region

Total 
number 
of appre-
hended
indivi-
duals

Of the total number of apprehended individuals:

Condem-
ned and 
sent to 
ZSK 
[labour
camps] 
or labour
colonies

Selected 
to be 
resettled 
to KSSR 
[Kazakh-
stan]

Relea-
sed

Still 
in the 
process 
of clea-
rance

Retur-
ned
to the 
pre-
vious
place 
of do-
micile

Selected 
to be 
subjected 
to punish-
ment
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41. Summary prepared by the Secret Political 
department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] of the USSR regarding the number of 
exiled “counter-revolutionary elements” in the 
period from October 1932 to May 1933. 
Original Document. 
April 27th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 1322, Page 392.
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Declassified.

Previous classification: TOP SECRET

SUMMARY 

Of the number of counter-revolutionary 
and kulak [more prosperous peasant] elements exiled 

from October 1932 to May 1933.
Number From which Province Note

Number of exiled: 

Families Individuals

Data sets are not completely 
correct, as deportations are 
still in process

Data are estimated, as depor-
tations have not started yet. 

S a m e

Condemned individuals
S a m e
S a m e
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42. Excerpt from the summary number 1 
of the Information department of the OGPU 
[Joint Main Political Directorate]of letters of 
peasants received by the editors of 
Krestyanskaya Gazeta [The Peasant’s Gazette] 
in the beginning of 1929 regarding shortage 
of bread in villages. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
March 26th, 1929.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 7, File 543, Pages 85 – 100.
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To be continued
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To be continued

Between January 1st and 
March 15, 1929 the editors 
of Krestyanskaya Gazeta
[The Peasant’s Gazette] 
have received 276 letters 
that described shortages of 
food in villages, mainly 
complaints about shortage of 
bread and high prices of 
bread.

Novgorod territory of the Russian Federation, city of Staraya Russa. 
In Staraya Russa, Volotovsk, Belebelkovsk, and other districts famine is setting in. 40% of peasants have no bread and by 
July 1st the number will reach 80%. Currently, the market price of flour is 11 roubles 50 copecks per pood [16 kilograms], 
fodder oats – 4 roubles. Peasants have slaughtered all smaller farm animals, and now are selling their last remaining cows, 
selling them to obtain bread. Peasants of the Volotovsk district are abandoning their homesteads and migrating, just to
avoid death by starvation. 

X
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To be continued

Pskov territory, village of Zales’e.
This year we had such terrible famine and 100% of the crops have been destroyed. We are left without any bread. 

At the moment, we have sold everything of value and now are selling our last farm animals, so we can buy bread from 
speculators at 9–10 roubles per pood […] as our children are crying at home, left there without a slice of bread. If this 
continues, by spring we will finish everything and then will die of famine. 

X
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To be continued
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Kaluga Territory, Pyatovsk
district, village of Nikolaevka. 

We have fought for freedom 
and now have to travel to Moscow 
to buy baked bread as if we don’t 
know how bake bread locally. Our 
grain crops have failed 100%, 
potatoes are also all rotten, and we 
can’t earn anything. We are now 
given food assistance of 5 pounds 
of bread [2.2 kilograms] per month 
for every dependent. They feed 
criminals in prisons better, and 
what crime have we committed? 
[…] You say [in the newspaper] 
that we have exceeded the pre-war 
[the 1918–1922 Civil war] quality of 
life, but when we go to the 
cooperative shop to buy some 
chintz [cheap cotton fabric], there is 
none, only buttons and needles, 
and even that is [rationed and sold 
only] by point-books [government-
issued coupons].

X
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To be continued
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Copy made from an earlier copy
To the Buzluk District Executive Committee.

From the migrant citizens of the Leninsk
settlement of the Podkolino village 

Petition
We, the abovementioned citizens are asking you not to allow us to die of starvation, since we don’t have any bread at 

this time, as well as other provisions, nor do we have any animals – can’t slaughter [any]. Our famine happened because 
we provided to the State seed grain of high quality, which, as you know, shouldn’t be used for daily consumption, and so 
we turned it all to the State, but we were not compensated in kind, as we had contractual obligations and our seed grain 
was counted against our debt [of regular grain]. Please, do not let us die – and so we sign: 
Baranov, Danilov, Birinov, Petrov, Kulichenko, Smorodin. 

December 20th, 1929. This copy from a copy has been verified: 
Head of the Secret Department of the Regional Executive Committee – Mavlutov
[Signed and Stamped]

43. Statement of the refugees from the 
Leninsk village of the Podkolino area to the 
Buzluk district Executive committee of Middle 
Volga Region [of the Russian Federation] 
regarding famine among the villagers. 
Verified copy of the original. 
December 20th, 1929.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of the Economy. 
Fond 8043, Record Series 11, File 16, Page 37 (v.)
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44. Memorandum of the territorial representative 
of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] for 
Lower Volga Region regarding food shortage in 
Stalingrad Region. 
Original document. 
January 28th, 1930.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 778, Pages 394–398.

According to very much fractional data collected 
by the Information department of the territorial 
agency of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] 
in a number of districts of Stalingrad region there is 
a worsening of food shortage, which now affect 
wider and wider circles of poor villagers, hired 
labourers and the village intelligentsia. 
This increase of food shortages is mainly due to 
failure of grain crops, noted in certain districts, as 
well as the 50% reduction of this year’s harvest […]
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To be continued

[…] Cases of whole families subsiding entirely on 
bread surrogates are noted, cases of famine-related 
hydropsy [oedema] are observed in children and 
adults. 

The local authorities are not taking sufficiently 
drastic measures to reduce the gravity of this food 
crisis. [Currently,] food shortages have a tendency of 
growing.

X
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45. Excerpt from the secret summary 
number 27 prepared based on data collected 
by April 2nd, 1930 by the Information 
department of the territorial representative 
of OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of 
the USSR in Middle Volga Region of the 
Russian Federation regarding preparatory work 
for the spring sowing campaign. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
April 3rd, 1930.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 824, Pages 60, 69 – 71, 74.
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To be continued
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To be continued

Due to poor organization of the issue of 
accumulation of local food reserves, food shortages 
in certain communities of Syzran’ and Buguruslan
areas are becoming more grave at the moment.

In certain districts the number of households 
experiencing severe shortages of bread is 
significantly higher (up to 236 households). To an 
extent, similar situation is observed in the kolkhozes.

All of this leads to panicky disposition 
developing among poor peasants and some of the 
village middle class, who are noted as saying: 
“they took from us all bread, and all seed grain, and 
now don’t offer any assistance, we’ll all have to die 
of starvation”. 

At some constituencies, the village poor, 
predominantly women, in person and in groups 
come to the local Soviets [local authorities] and 
demand bread: “give us bread or we will ransack 
barns with the seed grain”; “haven’t had a crumb of 
brain in a week, already swelling [due to starvation], 
if you don’t give us bread, we’ll grab you by the 
throat, we are going to die anyway” […]

X
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46. Circular letter of the territorial representative 
of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the 
USSR in the Middle Volga Region of the Russian 
Federation regarding food shortages in the region. 
Verified copy. 
April 27th, 1930.
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 824, Pages 231 – 231(v).

The current worsening of the issue of food distribution and distribution 
of first-line necessities in all cities and industrial centres of the region 
has influenced significantly the political attitudes of factory and other 
workers, and the rest of the city population, and also became the main 
topic of, and the grounds for various kinds of denigration of the 
[Communist] party and the Soviet authorities, and is used in anti-
Soviet propaganda. 

In addition, the issue of food supply is becoming more urgent in a 
number of agricultural locales […] seven mass protest rallies took 
place in the region, prompted by acute food shortages. […] In some 
villages cases of illnesses due to starvation have been noted and 
deaths due to famine have been recorded. 
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To be continued

Proposed measures: 
1. By May 5th [1930] […] dispatch to the Information office of the 

territorial representative dedicated briefing notes regarding the 
situation with food in villages including detailed analysis of the gravity 
of food shortages, degree of escalation [of negative public opinion] […] 
and causes of shortage. 

2. Given the possibility of further worsening of food shortages in 
some locations, increase the amount of coverage of this issue in
briefing notes of operations that you are required to compile on
regular basis;. …

Circular letter of the territorial representative of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] of the USSR to the Head of the Mordva Province 
department of the OGPU and all heads of operational departments of 
the OGPU in Middle Volga Region. 

X
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… separate the information as pertaining to the 
urban and to the rural areas. Submit briefing notes 
every ten days (on 1st, 10th, and 21st days of the 
month) instead of twice a month. […] Report all 
unusual events by extraordinary dispatches.

X



47. Secret information summary prepared 
by the Information department of the 
territorial representative of the OGPU [Joint 
Main Political Directorate] of the USSR for the 
Central Chernozem Province of the Russian 
Federation regarding food shortages in the 
rural areas, as of July 24th, 1930. 
Verified copy of the original document.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal 
Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 852, Pages 296 – 303.

SECRET INFORMATION SUMMARY 

regarding food shortages in the rural areas 
of Central Chernozem Province of Russia
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To be continued
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Food shortages among the poorest villagers and some of the 
less prosperous village middle class became severe for the 
first time around April this year [1930]. 

103

To be continued

Some of the individual farmers’ households began to 
consume various surrogates [substitutes of flour and fillers], 
adding them to bread. Cases of use for daily consumption of 
seed grain dedicated for sowing are also noted. 

Due to shortage of bread and other produce, begging has 
increased in villages.

As a result of starvation and consumption of 
bread surrogates there are instances of disease 
outbreaks and deaths also have occurred.

X



Some of the individual and collective farmers are 
forced to sell their belongings and farm animals in 
order to finance purchase of bread for daily 
consumption.
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To be continued
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Several cases occurred of spontaneous gatherings of crowds up to
100 and more, that would march to village Soviets, district Executive 
committees and other public offices, demanding, aggressively, 
distribution of food, threatening looting of emergency supplies.

23 of such cases were noted in June, 3 – in July, with total number of 
participants up to 1200.

X



48. Excerpt from 
the secret summary 
number 1 of the 
Aktyubinsk district 
department of the 
OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] 
regarding appearance 
of signs of famine in 
villages, based on 
data collected by 
April 10th, 1930. 
Verified copy of the 
original document, 
April 11th, 1930.

Provided by the Central 
Archive of the Federal 
Security Service of the 
Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, 
File 747, Pages 379 – 383.
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To be continued
SECRET SUMMARY NUMBER 1 

of the Aktyubinsk district of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] regarding the appearance of 

signs of famine.

X
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To be continued

On April 7th, 1930 [OGPU reported that] in 
the beginning of April [1930] in kolkhoz “Gigant”
named in honour of comrade Stalin took place a 
meeting of the bureau of local communist 
activists. On the agenda there was one question 
regarding the mass exodus of members from the 
kolkhoz, especially due to shortage of food. 
Collective farmers, who attended the meeting, 
explained their walkouts by the fear of starvation, 
saying “the [Communist] party activists know very 
well that this kolkhoz was organized mostly from 
poor peasants. Last year’s harvest was less than 
expected, yet we’ve met the [State] quota for 
grain procurement by 120% and [because of that] 
we have [only] 50% of the necessary seed grain 
and don’t have a single grain of wheat to 
consume as food. All farm animals are now 
kolkhoz’ property and nobody has the right to 
slaughter for personal use even a single ram.”
That meeting of the local [Communist] party 
activists passed a resolution to emphatically 
request the district committee [of the Communist 
party] to initiate food distribution for the acutely 
malnourished members of the kolkhoz at once.

X
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49. Memorandum of the territorial 
representative of OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] of the USSR in the Middle Asia 
regarding the extent of starvation in 
Turkmenistan [Turkmen SSR]. 
Original document. 
April 6th, 1930. 

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal 
Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 810, Pages 307 – 307(v.).

Memorandum of the deputy representative of 
OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] for the 
Middle Asia to the Asian Bureau of the Central 
committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks), comrade Shubrikov. 
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Karakilinsk district
25 cases of famine-caused epidemic 

typhus with deadly outcomes have been 
recorded in Yartmaryk community. The 
outbreak of typhus is spreading […] 

Scurvy caused by famine has appeared in 
Cherkassk community. 

Several districts of Turkmenistan reported 
recently that poor villagers are suffering from 
famine. In some of the auls [villages] there are 
cases of deaths of typhus due to famine, also 
hydropsy [oedema] due to starvation.

X
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Serah district
In the Yalovich First aul [village] collective 

farmers stopped field work and came to the 
district Executive committee to demand that 
bread be handed out.

Tegen district 
A crowd of 150 inhabitants of auls

[villages] of Mesna and Chaacha came to the 
USSR Border Guards base and demanded 
food. 

X



50. Telegram sent to Vyacheslav Molotov by 
Vassily Shubrikov, secretary of the Middle Volga 
regional committee of the All-Union Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) regarding bread shortages in 
cities of Middle Volga Region of the Russian 
Federation. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
June 13th, 1932.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of the Economy.
Fond 8043, Record Series 11, File 52, Page 258.

FROM SAMARA

[To:] MOSCOW, SNK [Soviet of People’s 
Commissars], [comrade] MOLOTOV

KOMZAG [Commissariat for 
Procurement] [comrade] CHERNOV

COMMITTEE FOR RESERVES 
[comrade] ZIBRAK

Samara, Penza, Chapaevsk, Orenburg have 
[enough] bread for one day. Due to impossibility of 
timely acquisition of bread on commercial basis, [we] 
request permission to consume three – four thousand 
tonnes [of grain] from the State [USSR] reserves that 
are stored in those cities and account this [use] as 
planned distribution. [We] emphatically request to 
make a decision at once, otherwise complications in 
worker’s food supply cannot be prevented. 

[Secretary of the] regional Committee SHUBRIKOV

[Representative of ] KOMZAGSTO [Property 
Commission of the Council of Labour and Defense] 
VASILIEV
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51. Extract from the Minutes of the 
Central Chernozem Province (Russian 
Federation) Committee of the All-
Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
regarding cases of hydropsy due to 
starvation in the Kantemir district. 
Original document. 
March 7th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of 
Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 87, Page 67.

Declassified
Previous classification: STRICT SECRET. SEPARATE FILE.  
Extract from the Protocol of Central Chernozem Province committee of the 
Communist party. March 7th, 1933. 
By ballot of the members of Secretariat of the provincial Communist party committee: 
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Heard: 
Information by the 
executive instructor 
of the provincial 
committee 
comrade Furmanov
on cases of 
hydropsy [oedema] 
due to starvation] 
in several families 
in Kantemir district. 

Decided: 
1. Order comrade Rubtsov in the course of one day to hand 
out to the Kantemir district Executive committee five railroad 
carloads of potatoes and one railroad carload of [grain] milling
byproducts that can be used as substitute for bread for the 
starving families of the collective farmers. 
2. Indicate to the Kantemir district committee of the 
Communist party that situation in which such families are left 
without any assistance is absolutely unacceptable. 
3. Warn the Kantemir district committee of the Communist 
party that any further attempt to use parts of seed grain 
reserves to provide food assistance will be severely punished. 

Signed: Secretary of the Central Chernozem Province (Russian Federation) 
Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) J. VAREIKIS.

Josef VAREIKIS
1st Secretary of the Central Chernozem

Province (Russian Federation) 
Committee of the All-Union Commu-
nist party (Bolsheviks) in 1928–1934

X



52. Memorandum to Joseph Stalin 
from Stanislaw Kosior, 1st secretary 
of the Central Committee of the 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) of 
Ukraine regarding food assistance to 
Southern regions of Ukraine. 
Original document. 
March 15th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 61, File 794, 
Pages 73–86.

Last year we tended to keep silent about the difficult 
conditions on the district level, but this year the tendency is 
reversed – [everyone] by all means tends to overemphasize 
the gravest cases, collect and scrutinize the numbers.
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[…] without doubt the most difficult conditions are in 
Dnepropetrovsk Province.

Stanislaw KOSIOR
1st Secretary of the Central 

committee of the Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine 

in 1928–1938

Data that the Central Committee of Ukraine has collected 
from province committees, as well as from the branches of 
OGPU [Joint Chief Political Directorate] regarding the extent 
of famine are very contradictory.

To be continued
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60% of all cases of famine and more than 70% of all 
cases of death by starvation are registered in 
Dnepropetrovsk. Out of 49 districts in Dnepropetrovsk
Province, 21 are counted as being in hard-hit condition. 
From the standpoint of starvation, Kiev Province is 
second, with 31 districts also especially hard-hit.
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[…] Most visibly affected are the districts with most …

Furthermore… Vinnitsa – 17, Donbass – 11, Odessa – 14, 
Kharkov – 9 [districts]. According to the GPU [Chief 
Political Directorate], a total of 103 districts are affected in
Ukraine.

To be continued

… disorganized kolkhozes and poor management of 
economy. 

The key reason for famine – poor management and 
unacceptable attitude towards communal property 
(losses, pilfering and overuse of grain), which is beco-
ming more prominently and sharply visible to the masses.

Especially difficult is the condition of the ‘returned’
[peasants] who, at times, wondered around with their 
families all the time and now, in substantial numbers are 
returning back to their [native] villages and kolkhozes. 

X



The flight from villages, in spite of utilized impediments, 
has spread to large extent. That starvation has not yet 
taught very many collective farmers good judgment is 
evident by the unsatisfactory preparation to [grain] sowing 
in the indigent districts. 
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To be continued

We need not only bread but also other foodstuffs, 
vegetables, potatoes, meat, suet […]

A difficult situation has formed in small cities, on 
manufacturing plants located there […]

X
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Based on all mentioned, we request that the Central 
Committee additionally allocate at least 700 tractors 
from the production capacity of the Kharkov tractor 
factory. 

In addition, we request that permission be given –
after consultation with [comrade] Yakir – in a number of 
districts of the Steppe [Region] and the Right Bank [of 
Dnieper river] to utilize detachments of the Red Army, 
draught animals, and tractors assigned to these 
detachments, to help with sowing. 

By the very beginning of sowing, without doubt [we], 
will need industrial assistance extended to Kiev 
Province, Donbass [Donetzk Province], AMSSR [the 
Autonomous Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic], as 
well as Dnepropetrovsk, Kharkov and Vinnitsa
Provinces. This assistance we estimate as no less than 
2 million poods [32.6 thousand metric tons]. No less 
than half of this amount should be granted to the sugar-
beet producing districts to assure processing of sugar-
beets. Out of the mentioned amount we request 
immediate [grant] of 300 thousand poods [4.9 thousand 
metric tons] for the Kiev Province. 

Signed: KOSIOR
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In January several cases of slowdowns and calls for 
labour strikes have been noted; recently several cases 
of begging by factory workers in villages and cases of 
attempted suicide on the basis of famine were observed.

120

In the most recent 3 months distribution of food 
to factory workers, as well as dispensation of wages 
have suffered numerous breakdowns and long delays. 
Wages are delayed by up to 3 months. Food 
distribution since December has been interrupted many 
times; only flour is distributed.

To be continued

53. Extract from the classified memorandum 
of the Special Political Division of the OGPU [Joint 
Main Political Directorate] regarding famine among 
factory workers of Gus-Khrustalny district of Ivanovo-
Industrial Province of the Russian Federation 
Original document. 
March 17th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of 
the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 65–67.

Declassified
Previous classifiction: TOP SECRET

SECRET MEMORANDUM 
Regarding the situation in the city of Gus-Khrustalny
of  Ivanovo-Industrial Province of Russian Federation
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Gutmaster [expert worker] Zverev, member of the 
Communist party, cried and hit himself in the chest addressing 
a group of workers: “Children have had no bread for 10 days, it 
is terrifying to watch them, what are they [the authorities] doing 
to us, pushing us this way.” […]

The factory workers are saying: 
“This is the result of communist rule, that we have 
nothing to eat, workers are attempting to hang 
themselves” (Zaitzev, a factory worker). […]

X



54. Secret summary of data collected by March 20th, 1933 prepared by 
the Secret Operations department of the territorial representative of OGPU [Joint 
Main Political Directorate] of the USSR for Lower Volga region [of the Russian 
Federation] regarding food shortages.
Original document. March 28th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 125 – 132, 136 – 137.

The main groups that suffer from food shortages are:
a) Certain families of otherwise hardworking, active collective farmers that received inflated quotas for seed 
grain procurement and met these quotas at the expense of their personal stocks of consumable grain. 
b) Certain families of collective farmers that had their grain stocks confiscated and added to the seed grain 
reserves. 
c) [Collective farmers that belong to these categories:] single-earner families with multiple dependents, 
households headed by widowed single mothers with 3–4 young children. 

d) Families of collective farmers who dodge work, as well as families whose heads returned to villages after being vagrant [for extended periods of 
time]. 
e) Certain families of poorly qualified repairmen, pensioners, invalids, clerks who were taken off centralized food distribution, and, in Yagodo-
Polyansk district, even some of the families of the district leadership.
f) Certain families of individual farmers, who decided to sow less last year [reduced the area of their cultivated fields]. 
g) Families that belong to the socially-adversarial element (kulaks [more prosperous peasants] who fled or were purged from the kolkhozes, other 
criminals). 
h) Families, whose heads were convicted of pilfering of kolkhoz grain and [other] property. 
In the majority [of these families] various bread surrogates, […]

FOOD SHORTAGES CONTINUE TO EXPAND INTO MORE DISTRICTS AND KOLKHOZES. By March 
10th [1933] 33 districts and 110 kolkhozes are recorded as hard-hit with food shortages; 822 families 
were suffering from food deficiency.

[…] as well as flesh of fallen [dead due to disease] animals are eaten, and, in some cases, cannibalism [may happen]. 
By March 20th [1933] have been registered: 

1) More than 700 cases of hydropsy [oedema due to starvation] (230 in the Volga German Autonomous Republic).  
2) More than 300 cases of consumption of corpses of fallen animals, including horses that died of glanders, dogs, cats, etc. (100 cases 
in B. Karabulak, 60 in Balakovo districts)
3) 10 cases of cannibalism (5 in the Volga German Autonomous Republic) and 2 attempted cases of cannibalism. 
4) 4 cases of suicide (in Balashov, Arkadak, B-Karabulak districts). 
5) 221 deaths (manly in the Volga German Autonomous Republic, Krasnoyarsk, Serdobsk, Leninsk, B. Karabulak districts) and
6) 5 cases of murders with the intent to rob (mainly, food). 

Due to food shortages, cases of pilfering of produce, domestic birds, cattle are becoming widespread …
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To be continued
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Usually, such counter-revolutionary activity is 
perpetrated under the pretence of gathering seed grain 
by kulaks and ASE [anti-Soviet elements] who had 
taken leadership positions in village Soviets and 
kolkhozes. 
In February-March [1933] we have repressed 
approximately 50 kulaks and ASE, several gangs 
comprised of kulaks and [the monarchist] White Guards, 
who, emboldened by shortages, perpetrated counter-
revolution in rural areas.
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in the especially hard-hit areas (Serdobsk, Krasnoyarsk 
districts, Volga German Autonomous Republic). 
On the same grounds, certain districts are affected with 
typhus (mostly, epidemic spotted typhus), about 250 
outbreaks in 5 districts have been recorded in the last 2 
months; also widespread are acute gastro-intestinal 
illnesses due to consumption of bread surrogates. 
In some cases necessary measures are not taken to 
find food resources and extend food assistance to the 
especially hard-hit collective farmers; some lover level 
Communist party committees (Serdobsk, Krasnoyarsk 
districts, Volga German Autonomous Republic) appear 
to be bewildered. 
In some districts kulaks [more prosperous peasants] 
and other counter-revolutionary elements are engaged 
in gossiping about food shortages, spreading rumours 
about mass famine of collective farmers, extort bread, 
hens, household items from collective and individual 
farmers, participate in searches and seizures of goods 
in farmers’ households, thus causing ill tempers and 
further shortage of food, pushing some of the farmers to 
suicide. 

To be continued
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Kazakhstan 
[at the time, a province of the Russian Federation]

Between February 11th and 16th in the city of Aulie-
Ata [the OGPU] has apprehended: 
1) On the street market, a woman with cooked parts of 
a human corpse. According to the coroner’s report, 
parts of a corpse of a child aged 6 – 7 years. 
2) On the Uzbek cemetery a man of Kazakh nationality 
with a corpse of a child that was dismembered and 
cooked. 

Also, in the snow by the Uzbek cemetery, a 
murdered woman, 22, of Kazakh nationality was found 
dismembered (flesh of legs and arms were missing). 
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To be continued

55. Secret communication of the Operational 
department of the Main directorate of the workers-
and-peasants militia [police force] of the OGPU [Joint 
Main Political Directorate] of the USSR “Regarding 
cannibalism and murders with the intent of 
cannibalism”
Original document. 
March 31st, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 8–10.

In recent months, certain areas of the Soviet Union 
had seen cases of cannibalism, selling of human flesh 
on markets, and murders with such intent. 
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Krasnodarsk district
In stanitsa Staro-Karasunskaya a poor individual 

farmer was arrested as she was consuming the corpse 
of a child she exhumed at the local cemetery.
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North Caucasus Region
In the stanitsa [village] of Giaginsk, a kulak [more prospe-

rous farmer] who has been expelled from the kolkhoz with 
the assistance of his wife, at different times between January 
and 1st of March has murdered his tenants: a railroad worker, 
the latter’s wife and four children aged 1 to 8. Flesh from 
their corpses, both cooked and uncooked, was sold by the 
wife at the local street market. Four heads of the children 
were found in the yard.

Krasnodarsk district
In stanitsa Staro-Karasunskaya a poor individual 

farmer was arrested as she was consuming the corpse 
of a child she exhumed at the local cemetery. 
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THE URALS REGION

Again, 1642 cases of epidemic typhus, 234 – of 
abdominal typhus, 43 – of smallpox, 185 – of scurvy 
have been noted.

Most cases of typhus are observed in industrial 
areas […] 
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To be continued

56. Encrypted Communication of the Special 
Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] regarding the epidemic of infectious 
diseases based on the data collected by March 30th, 
1933. 
Original document. 
April 1st, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of 
the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 171–172.

Declassified
Previous classification: TOP SECRET

ENCRYPTED COMMUNICATION REGARDING AN 
EPIDEMIC

Based on data collected by March 30th, 1933.

WESTERN PROVINCE [OF RUSSIAN FEDERATION]

In the city of Viaz’ma epidemic of typhus continues 
to spread among railroad workers […]

X



Signed: Head of the SPO OGPU – MOLCHANOV
Head of the 6th Division of SPO – KORKIN

Copies sent to [list of 7 addressees]

131

TRANS-CAUCASUS 
There are 15 patients with smallpox in the 

Shamshadinsk district of Armenia […]. 

In the border villages of the Artik district of 
Armenia […] the number of infected reached 820 
[…] 

Deaths have ocurred. 

X
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To be continued

57. Classified summary prepared by the Secret 
Political department of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] of the USSR regarding food 
shortages in Far Eastern Region and Urals Region 
[of the Russian Federation]. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
April 3rd, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 113–116. 

Currently, grave food shortages are noted […] 
in Svobodinsk, Blagoveshchensk and Zavitinsk
districts of Amur Province of Far Eastern Region 
of the Russian Federation.

X
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To be continued

In Svobodinsk district of Far Eastern Region, 
Yakimov, director of the “Red Partisan” kolkhoz 
came to the commander of the Border Guards 
base and asserted that he would not leave until 
someone responded to his telegram, sent to the 
regional Communist party committee and the 
regional directorate for supplies. The text of the 
telegram follows:

«Cumulative harvest of all crops [amounted to] 
582 centners [58.2 metric tons], of which 348.5 
centners has been handed to the State [funds], 
and 142.07 centners were given to the collective 
farmers as labour point redemption […] Today 
there is absolutely no food, [other] kolkhozes 
refused to lend us [anything]. District Executive 
committee refused our plea, members of the 
kolkhoz are forced to leave, and the kolkhoz is 
left at the mercy [of nature]. […] Strongly urge 
you to resolve this issue, either give us food from 
[State reserves] for our disabled, or tell [me] to 
whom the kolkhoz [property] should be 
surrendered. Signed: Yakimov, director of 
kolkhoz “red Partisan” of the Cheremushevsk
district»

X
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To be continued

58. Encrypted Communication of the Special 
Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] regarding instances of cannibalism 
due to famine in North Caucasus Region [of 
Russian Federation] based on data collected by 
March 21st, 1933. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
April 7th 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 149–150.

Declassified
Previous classification: TOP SECRET

ENCRYPTED COMMUNICATION

Instances of group cannibalism combined 
with cases of aggravated murder of younger 
members of families and vagrant children have 
been discovered in stanitsa [village] Novo-
Shcherbinovskaya, District of Yeisk.

X
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Political Division of the MTS [Equipment and 
Tractor Station] came forth with the initiative to 
conscript a posse that began identification of 
vagrant children left parentless [due to famine] 
and children of starving collective farmers. 
Children are transferred to a residential center 
where they receive medical care.

Original signed: 
Head of the Special Political Division –

G. MOLCHANOV

Assistant to the Head of SPD – LIUSHKOV

Copy verified: 
Assistant to the Secretary of SPD OGPU –
SVETLOV

Copies sent to comrades
Menzhinsky, Yagoda, Agranov, Prokofiev and to 
be filed.

X
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To be continued

59. Excerpts from the diary 
of Nikolai Zelinski [1861 – 1953, 
world-renown scientist]
May 1932.

Provided by Russian State Archive 
of Literature and Art. 
Fond 1604, Record Series 1, File 183, 
Pages 2–10.

Nikolai ZELINSKI
Prominent scientist in the field 

of chemistry, member of the 
Academy of Sciences of the 
USSR, professor of Moscow 

University

X
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To be continued

X
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To be continued

Without doubt the situation in our country is 
tense and the class struggle in some areas (e.g., 
North Caucasus) has taken most severe forms.

I met Zamoisky [Pyotr Zamoisky, 1896 – 1958, 
a Soviet writer] the other day. “So, how are you?”
“Bad, unhappy life. Haven’t written a line in four 
months. Can’t write. Can’t sleep.”

“What’s happening? […] My two brothers run 
away from their kolkhoz – are working now in 
Moscow as horse cart drivers. In Moscow [they] 
saved 150 rubles each, came back to their village, 
hoped to help their children, who are barefoot, have 
no clothes. Just as they came – taxation time for in-
kind duties – 32 poods of potatoes per household –
not per worker or per dependant, but per household, 
regardless of how many children, what kind of 
family, taking nothing under consideration […] After 
that, 3.5 poods of meat […]

Piotr ZAMOISKY
Soviet novelist

X
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To be continued

My brothers are in dire straights, and then the 
director of the kolkhoz threatens them: if you don’t pay 
the duty, we will arrest you in the morning. Well, they run 
away again that night. [They] don’t know how their wives 
[are doing], how are the children. They had to leave 
them to other’s mercy. Homes are empty, not a ram, not 
a cat [in sight].

Right now our village has been emptied down to the last 
grain of seed [grain] – to allow the Region to meet the 
procurement quota. I don’t know what is going to happen in 
the spring […]”

Zamoisky says good-bye, very unnerved and distraught.

Shaginyan [Marietta Shaginyan, 1888 – 1982, a Soviet 
writer], the eternal optimist, is also deeply worried, but her 
impressions are different. 

X
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“Explain to me” – she asks […] “why on the 16th

year after the Revolution we have gotten into such a 
situation. I just came from Leningrad. Do you know 
that there is an outbreak of typhus there, just like 
1920, because of starvation? I was in the House of 
Scientists [a sanitarium] in the Detskoe Selo [suburb 
of Leningrad]. We simply were malnourished there. 
World-famous scientists were fed nothing but millet 
grouts. I agree to eat millet, but I must see something 
in the future, some perspective. And right now, I have 
lost it. We are over-saturated with ideology. Once it 
became our custom to gloss over everything and 
rationalize everything, we’ve lost the feel of the real 
facts of life. And the facts are such, that I am visited 
by two old acquaintances, both are white-collar 
workers here, in Moscow. I see that they are 
beginning to develop hydropsy [oedema] because of 
starvation. I know that they are coming to me to get 
fed a little, because they are not attached to any 
closed [to ordinary workers, open to the higher-
ranked bureaucrats] food distribution centres. And 
these sisters are absolutely seriously planning to kill 
themselves. They have no means to keep on living.

Marietta SHAGINYAN
Soviet poet and novelist

X
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To be continued

60. Encrypted communication from the deputy 
of the Political Department of the Elanyetsk
Equipment and Tractor Station of Vosnesensk
district of Odessa Province of Ukraine regarding 
cases of cannibalism. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
May 27th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 259–261.

We’ve learned in the afternoon of May 23rd

[1933] that in the kolkhoz ‘named in honour of 
Stalin’ of the Elanyetsk village, a member of the 
kolkhoz noticed the disappearance of his 
daughter, a schoolgirl, 10 years of age. 
Mobilizing the whole Political department [of the 
Equipment and Tractor Station], on the same day, 
in the apartment of widow […], 34 years of age, a 
corpse of a girl, who looked about 6 years of age, 
was discovered, that was partially cooked by this 
[woman]… The accused admitted that together 
with her cohabitant, a peasant from the same 
village, she personally killed four children aged 6-
10 in the last two weeks. She could lure those 
children to her apartment with the help of her 
own daughter, 8 years of age. 

Together with her cohabitant, she consumed the 
bodies of those children.

X
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The social status of these murderers – poor 
peasants-idlers, [who] have earned a total of three 
days worth of labour points this year in the kolkhoz 
‘named in the honour of Stalin’.

Investigation of this crime is conducted by the 
Voznesensk district GPU.

The political mood regarding this case among 
collective farmers, especially women, is that they 
demand immediate execution of the child killers.

X
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To be continued

61. Extract from the classified summary 
prepared by the Division of Operations of the 
Chief Directorate of the Worker-and-Farmer 
Militia of the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] “Regarding Cannibalism and 
Murders with the Intent of Cannibalism”. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
March 31st, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 551, Pages 36–38.

Classified: TOP SECRET
Sent to:
1. C[omrade] Yagoda
[2]. C[omrade] Prokofiev
3. C[omrade] Agranov
4. Records 

Original Signed: MARKARYAN, Deputy Director 
of GURKM [Chief Directorate of the Worker-and-
Farmer Militia]

In recent months, some of the regions of the 
Soviet Union had seen cases of cannibalism, 
attempts to vend human flesh at street markets, 
and murders for such purposes.

Such cases are noted:

X
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Lower Volga Region of the Russian 
Federation

A corpse of a beggar who died of hypothermia 
was discovered in the fields near the village of 
Natkhachi, district of Krasnoyarsk. The village 
Soviet [i.e., local authority] placed the corpse 
temporarily in a barn, from where it was stolen by 
a villager, who cut off the legs of the corpse and 
cooked the meat for his family. Gnawed bones 
were found in pots. 

Details are being investigated. 

On March 17th this year [1933] in Stalingrad, 
on the ice bank near the city ferry, the upper part 
of a human corpse was discovered, with head, 
arms and legs severed. The skin has been 
removed, flesh cut off the bones and the internal 
organs has been removed.

Original signed: Deputy Head of Operations Division –
KLIMOV

Copy Verified:   Secretary of the Operations Division –
SEREBRYAKOV

X



62. Encrypted summary of the Secret 
Political department of the territorial 
representative of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] of the USSR for 
Central Chernozem Province [of the 
Russian Federation] regarding food 
shortages. 
Copy of the original document. 
June 8th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal 
Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Page 241.

According to the information received by the Secret Political department of the territorial representative of the 
OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate][Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR for Central Chernozem Province 
of the Russian Federation, food shortages are observed in 29 districts of the Province. By May 15th 1933 [we] have 
registered approximately 9000 starving households, of which 1830 families have developed hydropsy [oedema] due to 
starvation.

146

Incomplete information suggests that 732 cases of death of starvation and 5 cases of cannibalism have happened. 
Food shortages in a number of districts have negatively influenced the progress of the sowing campaign, leading to 
incidents of refusal to work in the fields, leaving the fields without permission, as well as refusal to sow by individual 
farmers.

X



63. Encrypted telegram sent to the 
Central committee of the Communist 
party of Ukraine from the Central 
committee of the All-Union Communist 
party regarding cases of mass 
starvation in kolkhozes of Glikstal MTS 
[Equipment and Tractor Station] in 
Moldavian Autonomous Soviet 
Republic [a constituent of Ukraine in 
1925–1940]. 
Original document. 
June 22nd, 1933.

Provided by Russian State Archive of the 
Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 167, File 38, Page 70.

Declassified. 

Previous classification: Strict Secret. To be encrypted. 

To: Kharkov, Central committee of Communist party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine, comrade Kosior. 

I am forwarding the encrypted telegram received by the Central Committee [of the All-Union Communist party]: 

“Moscow, CC of the AUCP(B), comrade Kaganovich. Mass cases of starvation-related oedema [are registered in] 
kolkhozes of the Glikstal Equipment and Tractor Station. Reserves have been exhausted completely, 6 deaths 
[happened] in the last couple of days. Head of the Political department of the Glikstal Equipment and Tractor Station, 
Moldavian ASSR – Philippovich” [handwritten registration numbers Nr. 161/s – Nr. 1084/t]

Signed: POSKREBYSHEV [Stalin’s personal secretary]

147X
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To be continued

64. Encrypted communication regarding 
deaths due to starvation in Lower Volga 
Region [of the Russian Federation]. 
Copy. 
Not earlier than July 14th, 1933. 

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 140–141.

Recently, certain districts of Lower Volga 
Region of the Russian Federation suffered from 
famine that lead to increase in cases of death by 
starvation, hydropsy [oedema of starvation] and 
consumption of carryon – dead ground squirrels, 
dogs, cats, hedgehogs, etc. 

Lysogorsky district. In the village of Ataevka
122 people died of starvation in April this year 
[1933]. Between January 1st, 1933 and now, 12% 
of the population of this village has died. 
In the village of Shakhovskoe, 75 people died of 
famine in April. In the village of Lipovka, in April 
and May [1933] 52 people died of famine. 

Cases of collective farmers losing 
consciousness in the fields because of 
malnourishment are noted. 

X
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Krasnoyarsk district. The Slyusarsk kolkhoz 
reports numerous deaths due to starvation: from 
January 1st, no less than 73 people died, some 
families have died out completely. 

Malo-Serdobinsk district: in the village of 
St. Slavkino an increase of deaths due to famine 
is observed: 10–12 people die every day. 
Corpses are left at cemeteries unburied. 

Mass migration of families and individuals is 
noted, mostly to Siberia. People try to leave at 
night, hiding [from authorities].

X
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To be continued

65. Encrypted communication of the Special 
Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] regarding the state of 
[food] distribution to workers of factories 
located in Central Chernozem Province [of the 
Russian Federation]. 
Original document. July 17th, 1933. 

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 47, Pages 279–281.

In June [1933] reductions of the amount of 
bread, distributed to workers, took place at most 
industrial plants in Central Chernozem Province 
[of Russia], at the same time, the quality of food 
at meal centers also dropped, especially at small 
and medium-sized factories. Construction 
workers are also supplied insufficiently.

DECLASSIFIED
Previous classification: TOP SECRET

X
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“They are torturing us, we need to send a letter 
to Moscow, signed by all workers. Maybe the 
Central Committee [of the Communist party] will 
figure it out, because locally we have such 
corruption, [bureaucrats] are covering each 
other’s tracks so no ends [truth] can be found. If 
the workers quit, [the authorities] would notice”.

([Heard at] Syrsk mines, mine # 17).

“We are all dying of starvation, while they are 
sending grain abroad by railroad carloads and 
saying that’s ‘excess grain’”.

Currently, as a result of shortage of food, we are 
noticing cases of agitation and negative public 
declarations by workers, including members of the 
Communist party.

X
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66. Encrypted communication of the Special 
Political Department of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] regarding grave shortage of 
food in the Kazachinsk District of the Eastern 
Siberia Region [of the Russian Federation]. 
Original document. June 11th, 1933. 

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 47, Page 82.

DECLASSIFIED
Previous classification: TOP SECRET

ENCRYPTED COMMUNICATION
Regarding Shortage of Food in Kazachinsk District of 

Eastern Siberia Region of the Russian Federation
Grave shortage of food is noted in Kazachinsk District 

of Eastern Siberia. 19 people have died of famine. Cases 
of hydropsy [oedema] due to starvation have been 
diagnosed. Collective farmers attempt to eat chaff, as well 
as clover and other weeds. 

Collective farmers of Klopovsk District had stopped 
sowing. Similar situation is observed in several other 
kolkhozes. 

There is no possibility of finding any suitable for 
human consumption grain in the district. 

Regional authorities have been notified. 

Signed:    Assistant to the Chief of the Special 
Political Department LIUSHKOV
Assistant to the Chief of the 
2nd Division of SPD SIDOROV

X
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67. Encrypted telegram to Joseph Stalin and 
Vyacheslav Molotov from the regional 
authorities of the Bashkir Autonomous 
Republic [currently, Bashkortostan] [of the 
Russian Federation] regarding famine in 
Bashkiria with an appeal for a food loan. 
Original document. 
July 5th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive 
of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 558, Record Series 11, File 64, Page 37.

We need to provide immediate food relief to kolkhozes.

The situation with bread in several districts [of Bashkiria] 
is extremely grave, mass famine is observed, including 
military families, there are cases of deaths due to famine, 
eating of corpses of dead animals.

We appeal intently to the Central Committee [of the 
Communist party] and the Soviet of People’s Commissars 
to provide us with a food loan in the amount of 500 metric 
tons of grain from the remote [grain-producing] areas. We 
assure the return of this loan in the autumn, delivered to 
the [local] railroad stations and river ports.

On the margin of the document there is a handwritten note: 
[I am] in favor – J. St[alin]

X
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68. Encrypted communication of the 
Special Political Division of the OGPU 
[Joint Main Political Directorate] 
regarding an incident during the visit of 
Czechoslovakian factory workers to the 
kolkhozes of the Bezenchuk Equipment 
and Tractor Station [North Caucasus 
Region of the Russian Federation]. 
Original document. 
July 31st, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal 
Security Service 
of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 47, Pages 338–339.

On June 22 – 28 [1933] a group of 
Czechoslovakian factory workers visited 
kolkhozes “Im. Lenina” [named in memory 
of Lenin], “Kaganovicha” [named in honor of 
Kaganovich] and commune “Im. OGPU 
raiona” [named in honor of the district 
detachment of the secret police, OGPU].

Declassified
Previous classification: TOP SECRET

Copies sent to comrades: Yagoda, Agranov, 
Prokofiev

ENCRYPTED COMMUNICATION

To be continued

X



155

During the visit, Tibashina, an individual farmer, handed over to the guests a written 
statement: 

“I am an individual farmer and will not join the kolkhoz, even though the village Soviet [local 
authority] threatens me with violence and deportation. I tell the village Soviet: kill me but I 
will not join the kolkhoz. Please, understand our situation, life is very hard, the village Soviet 
confiscates everything [that is harvested] and is forcing [me] out of my house. If I told all my 
grievances, I would run out of paper.“

Signed:   Interim Head of the 5th Division of the Special Political Division – GLAGOLEV

X
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69. Excerpt from the letter 
of Dr. Blonsky, a physician in the 
Zvenigorod district of Ukraine, to 
Kantorovich, People’s Commissar for 
Health of Ukraine regarding the situation 
in the district due to famine. 
Verified copy of the original document.
1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal 
Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 203–205.

… As a physician, I observe directly the 
situation in Zvenigorod district and neighboring
[districts], the rest I can convey from 
eyewitness accounts. To be brief: villages and 
small cities are one utter horror [story]. Poverty 
is beyond belief, constant mass starvation, 
massive mortality due to famine. About 30% of 
the population is starving or oedematic [due to 
starvation]. Births have dropped to improbably 
low numbers. Cannibalism, necrophagia are 
occurring. In villages one cannot see any dogs 
or cats – all have been eaten. Crime has 
reached incredibly high levels.

To be continued

X
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A politically malfeasant “theory” is very popular among 
the leaders and on the local level, that famine I to be 
blamed on the workers themselves, as they didn’t want to 
work, and, as such – they may as well die – why pity them? 
With this kind of attitude of those who should fight the 
famine, we, of course, will not see any appreciable results of 
their activity in regard of famine eradication. 
Mortality is increasing even though facts are uncovered that 
many of the starving collective farmers are the hard-working 
[who have earned] large numbers of labour points, and that 
this year starvation has spread to kolkhozes that worked 
well all year long […].

This is a kind of commoditized, abusive 
attitude towards the starving. They are viewed 
not as people in a catastrophic situation, but 
rather as living drones that should be only used 
as workforce. Hence, famine is fought not as a 
humanitarian disaster of all the people, but as a 
directive to restore the workforce, and horses 
often fare better than people.

X



70. Letter of the Political Department 
of the Equipment and Tractor Service 
of the People’s Commissar for 
Agriculture of the USSR to the head of 
the Political division of the Azovo-
Chernomorsk Region [of the Russian 
Federation] with the request to inform 
about the measures taken in the case 
of murder of an activist collective 
farmer. 
Verified copy of the original. 
June 10th, 1934.

Provided by Russian State Archive of the 
Socio-Political History.
Fond 112, Record Series 29, File 9, Page 35.

Declassified. 

Previous classification: Secret. 
July 10th, 1934, Number 421/2

To the Head of the Political division of the Azovo-Chernomorsk Region 

[We] request information regarding specific measures taken in regard of the letter of the Head of the Political 
Division of the Adygeia MTS [Equipment and Tractor Station] dated June 28th, 1934 about the letting out of prison the 
murderers of comrade Shykov, an activist collective farmer of the kolkhoz “Labor Giant”. 

Deputy Head of the Political Department of the MTS of People’s Commissariat for Agriculture –
PETRUNIN

Head of the 2nd Operations Squad – YUTT

158X
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71. The speech of Abram Kissin
at the 2nd Preparatory International 
Conference on Grain. 
Copy. 
March 28th, 1931. 

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy 
of the Russian Federation, Historico-
Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 54k, Record Series 1, Dossier 1, File 9, 
Pages 15–19.

To be continued

X
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To be continued

I must refer to what has already been said yesterday by the head of our delegation, professor Kritzman
– we export [grain] to pay for our import obligations. Our import exceeds half of milliard [500,000,000] 
US dollars per year and has the tendency of increasing year after year. Some of the countries that 
import our grain, such as England, Italy, Germany, are interested in normal conditions for our export, 
since the Soviet Union has no other means of paying for imports, as we are not engaged in interest-
bearing lending to foreign countries, have no investments abroad or ‘invisible exports’. If the [grain 
export] quota system is adjusted to reflect the more realistic prices, […] given the financial opportunities, 
discussed already, the Soviet Union delegates are ready to address the question of [export] quotas with 
representatives of other states, including the overseas countries [e.g., USA, Canada]. 

X
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Any proposal that aims to exclude my country, a state that occupies 1/6th part of the planet, from the 
economic dialogue is doomed to failure from the very beginning.

X
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72. Directive of the Council for Labor and Defense 
of the USSR Number 176/c regarding sequestration 
of commoditized varieties of wheat from export-
oriented districts for the purposes of export. 
Original document. 
August 17th, 1931. 

Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond R-5674, Record Series 9, File 18, Page 304–307.

To be continued

In order to assure competitiveness of Soviet wheat of the 
1931 harvest on the international commodity markets, as 
well as reduction of the number of sorts and varieties of 
wheat, which causes significant difficulties with selling, the 
following measures are ordered: 

1. All wheat harvested in Crimea [between 1917 and 
1954 – a province of the Russian Federation], with 
exception of seed grain and substandard grain, is reserved 
for the purposes of export […]

2. Set aside the following estimated amounts drawn from 
the reserves harvested at kolkhozes and sovkhozes [state-
owned farms] of export quality wheat suitable for 
commoditization (thousands of metric tons):

Sovkhozes Kolkhozes

For Soviet Socialist Republic of Ukraine: 350 1000
For North Caucasus Region of Russia 425 675
For Lower Volga Region of Russia 250 580
For Middle Volga Region of Russia 300 --

Total: 1325 2255

X
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Thus, together with the estimated 170 thousand tons of 

wheat set aside in Crimea, a total of 3,750 thousand tons.

X



Regarding the export-import and foreign currency 
planning for the 2nd Quarter 1933 and April [1933] 

1. Approve the April and Quarterly export-import 
and foreign currency plans; plan of collection for 
Torgsyn [Foreign Trade Board] and the [final] 
version of the [Political Bureau] Directive drafted by 
the Foreign Currency Commission with the 
following amendments: 

a) Discontinue export of grain of the 1932 
harvest starting April 1st this year [1933]. 

b) Reduce the export quota of vegetable oil by 
the amounts sufficient for the needs of soap-
making industry for the 2nd quarter of 1933. Allow 
the STO [Council of Labor and Defense] to 
determine the exact amount of said reduction. […]

165

73. Decision of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the All-Union Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) regarding planning of export-
import [activity] and foreign currency [reserves] 
for the 2nd Quarter of 1933 and April of 1933 
(discontinuation of export of grain from the 1933 
harvest, reduction of export of vegetable oil etc.)
Original document. 
March 31st, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 14, Pages 104, 108, 110.

X
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74. Protocol of the meeting of comrade Sokolnikov
[deputy of the People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs 
of the USSR in 1932 – 1935] with consultants regarding 
the Geneva Conference on Grain Commerce. 
Copy. 
May 7th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, 
Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 10, Record Series 8, Dossier 33, File 109, Page 26.

In attendance: comrades Sokolnikov, Kisin [Kissin], Berezov, Rozenblum. 
1. Those in attendance emphasize that the USSR not being invited to the 
Geneva conference of experts is directly related to the latest measures by 
the British government directed against out attempt to trade our goods on 
the international market: specifically, to sell our wheat. 
As this year Britain will be, as it seems, responsible for approximately 
50% of all European wheat imports (Britain will need to import 50-60 
million quintals [2.4 – 2.9 million metric tons] out of the total European 
imports of 100-120 million quintals [4.8 – 5.8 million metric tons]), the four 
overseas exporters will have plenty of incentives to discuss the question 
how to divide quotas for the British market without the USSR present. 
It is possible that the conference will discuss issues regarding other 
European markets (Belgium, the Netherlands) and how to motivate them 
to limit imports of Soviet grain, this is evident, among other things, from 
the speech of the American representative [Henry] Morgenthau [Jr., future 
US Treasury Secretary] made before his departure for Geneva. 
2. Participants of this meeting believe that it may be useful to probe 
Germany and Poland regarding how these countries feel about not being 
invited to the Geneva conference. 
3. […] publicize in the Soviet press [… information] about anti-Soviet 
policies of Britain and Canada. 
4. Expand our grain trade with Japan and China. 
5. After discussing the idea of comrade Kisin [Kissin] to begin 
negotiations with Germany with the premise of selling them wheat to 
allow Germany to meet their obligations of wheat export to Britain, this 
meeting considers such move to be premature. 

Signed: Chairman Sokolnikov.

Grigory SOKOLNIKOV 
(BRILLIANT)

Deputy People’s Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs and Member 

of the Board of the People’s 
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs 

of the USSR in 1932–1935

X



DECLASSIFIED

Previous classification: TOP SECRET

Regarding Purchasing from Canada

The Soviet of People’s Commissars Decides: 

Order the NKVT [People’s Commissariat for Foreign Trade] to purchase in Canada 500 thousand metric 
tons of spring wheat, cultivar Garnet, with delivery date no later than February 15th, 1934. 

Signed: Chairman of the Soviet of People’s Commissars – Vyacheslav Molotov (Skryabin)

[Deputy – handwritten] Supervisor of administrative division of SPC – I. Miroshnikov

167

75. Decision of the Soviet of 
People’s Commissars of the USSR 
Number 2317/541ss “Regarding 
purchasing from Canada”
Original document. 
October 23rd, 1933. 

Provided by the State Archive of the Russian 
Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 471, 
Page 257.

X
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76. Decision of the Council of Labor and Defense 
of the USSR Number 256/96ss 
“Regarding lending of seed grain to Ukraine”. 
Original document. 
March 20th, 1932. 

Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond R-5674, Record Series 9, File 21, Page 134.

DECLASSIFIED

Previous classification: TOP SECRET

Regarding Lending of Seed Grain to Ukraine

The Council of Labor and Defense decides: 

As an exception, authorize the disbursement to the 
Soviet Socialist Republic of Ukraine of an interest-free loan 
of seed grain of barley in the amount of 1,350 thousand 
poods [22 thousand metric tons]; of which 750 thousand 
poods [12.2 thousand metric tons] from the centralized 
emergency resources [stored in] Ukraine; 350 thousand 
poods [5.7 thousand metric tons] from the emergency 
reserves of the Soviet of People’s Commissars [stored in] 
Central Chernozem Province of Russia, and 250 thousand 
poods [4 thousand tons] from the emergency reserves of 
the Soviet of People’s Commissars [stored] in Western 
Province of Russia. 

Signed: Chairman of the Council of Labor and 
Defense – Vyacheslav Molotov (Skryabin)

Secretary of the Council of Labor and 
Defense – I. Miroshnikov.

X
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77. Excerpt from the protocol number 72 
of the meeting of Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Communist party of Ukraine 
“Regarding food assistance to the members 
of kolkhozes”. 
Original document. 
April 20th, 1932. 

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 50, Page 54.

1. In relation to the joint statement of [several] Provinces 
and the Ukrainian Kolkhoz Centre regarding the need to 
extend food assistance to collective farmers who experience 
most severe need during the sowing campaign – distribute 
the following amounts of millet: 

To Kiev Province of Ukraine – 500 metric tons
To Odessa Province of Ukraine – 500 metric tons
To Dnepropetrovsk Province of Ukraine – 400 metric tons
To Vinnitsa Province of Ukraine – 300 metric tons
To AMSSR [Autonomous Moldavian Socialist Republic, 
a constituent of Ukraine in 1925-1940] – 300 metric tons
To Kharkov Province of Ukraine – 200 metric tons.

2200 metric tons

3. Order the Provinces to take measures to assure 
expeditious hulling of millet distributed as food assistance 
into grouts.

X



Distribute additionally as a seed loan, with return in kind in the autumn [of 1932]: 

to Central Chernozem Province of Russia – 1500 metric tons of buckwheat 
(from the emergency reserves of Central Chernozem Province of Russia); 

to Kiev Province of Ukraine – 1000 metric tons of buckwheat (also from the 
emergency reserves of Central Chernozem Province of Russia).
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78. Decision of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the All-
Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding the lending of seed grain 
to Central Chernozem Province[of the 
Russian Federation] and Kiev 
Province of Ukraine”. 
Original document. 
June 8th, 1932.

Provided by the Russian State Archive 
of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 12, 
Pages 171, 176, 178.

X
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79. Memorandum of Iona Yakir, commander of the 
Ukrainian Military District to Kliment Voroshilov, 
People’s Commissar for Military and Naval Affairs, 
Chairman of the Revvoensovet [Revolutionary 
Military Council] of the USSR regarding measures 
taken to provide food assistance to starving families 
of Red Army personnel. 
Original document. 
July 1st, 1932. 

Provided by the Russian State Military Archive.
Fond 4, Record Series 14, File 527, Pages 96–97.

[…] I appealed to the Political Bureau of the Communist 
party of Ukraine to allow distribution of 80,000 poods [1,300 
metric tons] of grain for food assistance to the most affected 
Red Army personnel, whose families reside in Ukraine. All 
measures were taken to assure the distribution of this food 
assistance in a correct and timely manner.

Declassified
Previous classification: SECRET

To be continued

Kliment VOROSHILOV
People’s Commissar for Military 
and Navy Affairs, and Chairman of 
the Revolutionary Military Council 
of the USSR in 1925—1934

X
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Based on complaints coming from Red Army 
personnel that their families are starving, [and] 
investigation of a part of these complaints in the 
areas of Army division formation in Ukraine, the 
following number of families needing immediate 
assistance has been recorded: a) for the 10 regular 
divisions – 2,624 families of Red Army personnel; 
b) for the 11 territorial divisions – 4,875 families […]

Iona YAKIR
Commander of the Ukrainian Military District 
in 1925—1935, member of the Revolutionary 

Military Council of the USSR [Equivalent 
military rank – four star general].

X



Regarding Weed Extirpation Work in Ukraine

Hand out to Ukraine 400 thousand poods [6,5 million metric tons] of 
wheat for distribution during the weed extirpation season. 

Copies sent to: comrades Kosior, Zibrak, Chernov
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80. Decision of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the All-
Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding weed extirpation work in 
Ukraine”. 
Original document. 
July 9th, 1932.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of 
Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 13, Page 15.

Signed:   Secretary of the Central Committee – L. KAGANOVICH Lazar 
KAGANOVICH

X



61/17 – regarding food assistance to Kazakhstan

a) from the wheat purchased in Persia [Iran] 
keep in the Middle Asia six thousand metric tons, 
ordering the Middle-Asian Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) to transport urgently to Kazakhstan 
additional six thousand tons of bread from 
neighboring districts. 

b) transport from the emergency reserves of the 
Middle Volga Province of Russia two thousand tons 
of bread as food assistance for the Eastern 
Kazakhstan Province.
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81. Decision of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the All-Union Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) “Regarding food assistance 
to Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. 
July 9th, 1932.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 13, Page 14.
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DECLASSIFIED. 
Previous classification: SECRET

BALLOT OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SNK [Soviet of People’s Commissars] OF THE USSR
(Vote by circular letter)

Regarding Supplying in a Centralized Mode of 70,000 vagrant
children in Kazakhstan

Suggest to Narkomsnab [People’s Commissar for Supplies] of the USSR that additional 10,000 vagrant 
children in Kazakhstan be put on [food] supply in a centralized mode, thus increasing the total number of 
centrally supplied vagrant children in Kazakhstan to 70,000. 

[On the bottom of the document – signatures of the Commissars, signifying assent (no dissent votes are 
entered on this document) and the date of granting of assent]
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82. Decision of the Soviet of People’s 
Commissars of the USSE “Regarding 
Centralized Supplying [with food] 
of 70 thousand children in Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. 
August 20th, 1932.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of the Economy. 
Fond 8043, Record Series 11, File 61, Page 155.

X



DECISIONS OF THE POLITBUREAU
On August 17th, 1932

47/4: On grain procurement in Ukraine

a) Adopt comrade Stalin’s proposal to reduce the 
grain procurement quotas for Ukraine by 40 million 
poods [652 thousand metric tons] as an exception 
for the especially hard-hit districts, with quotas for 
kolkhozes reduced by half and for the individual 
farmers reduced by one third. 

b) Summon comrade St[anislaw] Kosior to 
Moscow at once. 

c) Order comrades Kuybyshev, S[tanislaw] 
Kosior and Kaganovich determine which districts 
qualify for the reduction, avoiding any summary 
determinations [assuring each district is assessed 
individually]. 

Copies sent to:
comrades Kuybyshev, Kaganovich – paragraphs “a”
and “c”, 
comrade St. Kosior – paragraph “b”.
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83. Decision of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding grain procurement in Ukraine”. 
Original document. 
August 25th, 1932.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 13, Page 75, 76, 80.

X



3. Transfer to the provincial authorities the centralized 
emergency reserves of flour that were set aside in 
January according to the plan of NKSnab [People’s 
Commissariat of Supplies of the USSR] [...] to Kharkov
Province of Ukraine (255.9 metric tons) and to 
Dnepropetrovsk Province of Ukraine (366.4 metric tons), 
and allow the provincial authorities to utilize [this flour] for
the purposes of bread distribution to the general public. 

4. Transfer to Kharkov Province 300 metric tons and to 
Odessa Province of Ukraine 300 metric tons of flour from 
the USSR emergency funds for meals centers and 
discretionary uses. 

5. Additionally transfer to Odessa Province of Ukraine 
300 metric tons from the unused emergency reserves of 
Donbass [Donetzk Province of Ukraine] […]

6. Warn the provincial authorities that this giveaway of 
supplies exhausts all centralized bread reserves of 
Ukraine and that no additional assistance can possibly be 
extended in the remaining days of January.

Signed: Secretary of the Central committee 
of the Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
of Ukraine M. KHATAEVICH
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84. Excerpt from the protocol number 101 of the 
meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Communist party of Ukraine
“Regarding supply of bread”. 

Original document. 
January 25th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 80, Page 8.

X



53/26 Issues,  brought forth by Odessa Provincial Committee of the Communist party of Ukraine
Transfer 200 thousand poods [3.3 thousand metric tons] of rye to Odessa provincial committee of the Communist party of Ukraine and the 
provincial Executive Committee to be used for the purposes of food assistance to workers of sovkhozes [state-owned farms], MTS [Equipment 
and Tractor Stations], MTM [Equipment and Tractor Service Centers] as well as activists, regardless of membership in the Communist party, 
of kolkhozes that are experiencing food shortages.
Copies sent: comprades Chernov, Veger (encrypted copy). 
Official Seal of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks)

Signed: Secretary of the Central Committee – Joseph Stalin [signature stamp]
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85. Excerpt from the protocol number 130 
of the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) regarding food assistance to workers of 
North Caucasus [Province of Russia], Dnepropetrovsk
and Odessa  Provinces [of Ukraine] that are employed 
by sovkhozes [state-owned farms], MTS [Equipment 
and Tractor Stations], MTM [Equipment and Tractor 
Service Centers] as well as the collective farm 
activists, regardless of membership in the Communist 
party. 
Original document. 
February 8th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 14, Pages 59, 60.

52/25 Issues,  brought forth by Dnepropetrovsk Provincial Committee 
of the Communist party of Ukraine
Transfer 200 thousand poods [3.3 thousand metric tons] of rye to 
Dnepropetrovsk provincial committee of the Communist party of 
Ukraine and the provincial Executive Committee to be used for the 
purposes of food assistance to workers of sovkhozes [state-owned 
farms], MTS [Equipment and Tractor Stations], MTM [Equipment and
Tractor Service Centers] as well as activists, regardless of membership 
in the Communist party, of kolkhozes that are experiencing food 
shortages. 
Copies sent: comrades Chernov, Khataevich (encrypted copy). 

X



4. In addition to the seed grain, distribute to North 
Caucasus Region 500 thousand poods [8.2 thousand 
metric tons] of oats as fodder assistance [for farm animals] 
as well as 250 thousand poods [4.1 thousand metric tons] 
of rye and 250 thousand poods of maize as food 
assistance to the population of the starving kolkhozes.
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86. Decision Number 198/32 of the Soviet of 
People’s Commissars of the USSR “Regarding 
seed grain and food loans to North Caucasus 
Region [of the Russian Federation]. 
Original document. 
February 13, 1933. 

Provided by the State Archive of Russian Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 468, Pages 52–53. 

The Soviet of People’s Commissars decides: 

1. Lend to North Caucasus Region of the Russian 
Federation for the purposes of seed grain assistance to 
distressed kolkhozes as well as sovkhozes [state-owned 
farms] [a total of] 14.2 million poods of grain [233 
thousand metric tons]. Of this amount, 3 million poods [49 
thousand metric tons] [of grain] in exchange for other 
produce. 

To be continued

X
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Vyacheslav MOLOTOV 
(SKRYABIN)

Chairman of the Soviet of People’s 
Commissars and the Soviet for Labor and 

Defense of the USSR in 1930—1941

X
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87. Decision of the Soviet of People’s 
Commissars of the USSR and the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) Number 240/42s 
“Regarding seed grain and food assistance to 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes [state-owned farms] of 
Ukraine”
Original document. 
February 18th, 1933. 

Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 468, Page 71–72. 

1. Establish the amount of seed grain to be lent to 
sovkhozes and kolkhozes of Ukraine as 20,300 thousand 
poods [332.5 thousand metric tons] (including the share of 
sovkhozes – 1,700 thousand poods [27.85 thousand 
metric tons]).

To be continued

X
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5. To assure extension of food assistance to the 
malnourished in affected kolkhozes, and village 
activists, as well as workers of sovkhozes [state-
owned farms], MTS [Equipment and Tractor Stations], 
MTM [Equipment and Tractor Service Stations], 
distribute 2,200 thousand poods [36 thousand metric 
tons] of grain (rye and wheat) – for the duration of 
spring field work […]

X
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88. Excerpt from the protocol number 37 of the 
meeting of Bureau of Kiev provincial committee of 
the Communist party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine 
regarding eradication of food shortages in 
kolkhozes, areas of severe malnutrition, and 
regarding incidence of starvation. 
Original document. 
February 22nd, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 82, Pages 82–83. 

Mandate that all RIKs [Regional Executive Committees] 
immediately begin eradication of outbreaks of extreme 
vital exhaustion due to starvation among members of 
kolkhozes and individual farmers with the goal of 
elimination by March 5th of all cases of hydropsy [oedema] 
and restoration to health everyone who became 
completely disabled due to malnourishment.

In affected villages mandate the distribution of hot 
breakfasts in schools, with extension [of this service] to all 
children under school age who are malnourished […]

To be continued

X
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Due to constant presence of attempts of our 
enemies to use these facts [as arguments] against 
creation of kolkhozes, Communist party committees on 
the district level must intensify systematic instructive 
work, uncovering the real reasons for cases of famine 
(mismanagement, work-dodging and a drop in labour
discipline).

X
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89. Decision by the Bureau of Kiev provincial 
committee of the Communist party (Bolsheviks) of 
Ukraine regarding medical services for the starving 
population. 
Original document. 
March 15th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 82, Pages 129–130.

In spite of the fact that [food] assistance has been received, incidents of death by starvation continue to happen, as 
do isolated cases of cannibalism. This happens due to lack of responsibility shown by District [Communist] party 
committees, District Executive committees, village Soviets [local authority], chairmen of kolkhozes and leaders of task 
forces. 

Provincial Communist party Committee and Executive Committee will hold secretaries of district party committees, 
chairmen of executive committees, chairmen of village Soviets, kolkhozes and public health departments personally 
responsible for prevailing over all such occurrences and request the complete mobilization of all forces and means, 
recruitment of medical personnel, organization […] of dedicated sanitary volunteer task forces […] 

[…] extend emergency authority to public health departments.

X
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90. Circular letter of the GPU [Main Political 
Directorate] of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic number 65/SPO “Regarding measures to 
counteract food shortages in certain districts”
Copy of a brochure. 
March 19th, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security 
Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 971, Pages 145–147.

To be continued

X
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As a result of sabotage that took place in the agricultural sector in 
Ukraine, activity of counter-revolutionary anti-Soviet and kulak [more 
prosperous peasants] elements that infiltrated kolkhozes – several 
villages and kolkhozes suffer from food shortages. 

The Central committee of the [Communist] party passed a series 
of decisions regarding immediate food assistance to the needy. 
Extended assistance must, first and foremost, assure the 
success of sowing campaign in districts, villages and kolkhozes 
that suffer from food shortages and must be offered first to 
kolkhozes that had fulfilled their obligations to the State, as well 
as best workgroups, foremen and collective farmers who 
accumulated the most labour points.

For the immediate management of organization of assistance,
distribution of food, provided by the government, determination of 
populations that need the assistance the most, as well as finding 
additional local food sources – district troikas [extrajudicial councils 
of three] are organized comprised of the secretary of the district 
Communist party committee, chairman of the district Executive 
committee, and head of the district department of the GPU [Main 
Political Directorate]. In villages the troikas are to include the chair of 
the village Soviet, the secretary of the local Communist group, and 
the head of one of the successful kolkhozes. 

In order to assure that this assistance, set forth at the expense of 
cities, Red Army and industrial workers is duly used for its true 
purpose, truly is ‘productive’ – assured the [success of] the upcoming 
sowing campaign. – ORDER: 

Through the apparatus of the militia [local police force] and GPU 
[secret police] maintain surveillance: 

1. [To assure] that the funds set aside for [food] assistance are 
truly and exclusively used as intended and not diverted to other
needs. 

2. [That] food assistance, handed out from the State and local 
emergency reserves is distributed to the truly needy …

To be continued

X
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… and first to collective farmers with a large amount of labour 
points, foremen, tractor drivers, families of Red Army personnel
(both members and non-members of kolkhozes).

3. [That] all assistance, including that to individual farmers is 
distributed only through kolkhozes and sovkhozes [state-owned 
farms]. 

4. [That] food assistance is handed out only to those individual 
farmers who expressed consent to become a member of a kolkhoz 
or who have signed contractual agreements with kolkhozes. 

5. [That] all unengaged or parasitic elements – speculators, 
kulaks, unemployed persons who resist employment – are resettled 
to the Far North, via the Special Council [of extrajudicial punishment]. 

6. [That] on the regular basis the course of organization of food 
assistance in districts, village, kolkhozes is publicized: what kinds of 
assistance are provided, how the meal centres are organized for 
adults and children, what kinds of irregularities have been noted, etc. 

7. [That] in order to prevent pilfering [of food], the composition of 
[all aid] organizations and their technical facilities, personnel of meal 
centres and children’s facilities is painstakingly scrutinized, to 
prevent penetration [of these organizations] by counter-revolutionary, 
anti-Soviet, kulak and criminal elements. 

Every discovered member of the unreliable elements must be 
immediately removed; anyone guilty of pilfering, wasting and use for 
unauthorized purposes of this food assistance must be sentenced by 
the Troika of the GPU of Ukraine.

To be continued

All these plots of our class enemies must be fought decisively and 
toughly, each case must be investigated to uncover the organizers of 
this counter-revolutionary plotting. …

X
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To accomplish this, uncover all elements agitating for revolts, 
counter-revolutionaries and kulaks who use food shortages 
for their own counter-revolutionary purposes – arrest [them] 
immediately, finish investigations in the shortest possible 
time and forward [the cases] to the Judicial Troika and 
Special Council [for extrajudicial punishment].

Heads of divisions of GPU must maintain harsh 
revolutionary order in affected districts, repressing anyone 
who would try to use these difficulties to attain counter-
revolutionary goals.

X
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91. Memorandum by Chairman 
of the GPU [Main Political Directorate] 
of Ukraine, Vsevolod Balitsky to 
Genrikh Yagoda, deputy Chairman of 
the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] of the USSR regarding 
food shortages. 
Copy of the original document. 
March 22nd, 1933.

Provided by the Central Archive of the 
Federal Security Service of the Russian 
Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 3, Pages 12–14.

To supplement our telephone conversation, I am 
informing you about my directives given to the heads of 
provincial divisions of the GPU of Ukraine […] regarding food 
shortages in their Provinces: 

1. I suggested to the heads of provincial offices [of the 
GPU] to inform, after thorough verification of data, only the 
1st secretaries of the provincial [Communist] party 
committees and only verbally, so that our memoranda would 
not ‘migrate’ within the bureaucracy and could not be used 
as a source of various rumours. Also I suggested that these 
issues should not be included in the regular dispatches sent 
to the GPU of Ukraine, but rather communicated only to me 
and in restricted personal memoranda. 

2. […] Suggested thorough verification of the sources of 
our information, taking under consideration …

To be continued

Genrikh YAGODA
Deputy Chairman of the 

Joint Main Political 
Directorate of the USSR 

in 1931—1934

X
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… the ‘two-faced’ [‘moles’] as well as other counter-
revolutionary elements and supporters of Petlyura
[Ukrainian politician, 1879 – 1926] will try to feed 
disinformation to us.

4. Indicated that many district and provincial leaders, 
including secret police operatives, instead of fighting and 
resisting various provocations, commonly panic and 
repeat various defeatist rumours. Example of this is the 
“fact” that you asked about yesterday, relayed by the 
secretary of Kiev provincial committee, comrade 
Demchenko at the Politbureau meeting (with comrade 
Mikoyan in attendance), when comrade Demchenko
asserted that yesterday a freight car full of corpses 
arrived to the railroad station of Darnitsa [slaughterhouse 
district near Kiev].

To be continued

X
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Only on the second day, after we thoroughly 
investigated this “occurrence” and established that 
nothing of the sort took place, comrade 
Demchenko admitted that he was mislead by an 
employee of the apparatus of the [Kiev] provincial 
committee.

Vsevolod BALITSKY
Representative of the OGPU [Joint Main 

Political Directorate] in the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Chairman 

of the GPU [Main Political Directorate] 
of the Soviet of People’s Commissars 

of Ukraine in 1923—1934

X
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92. Excerpt from the protocol of the meeting of the 
Provincial Communist party committee of the Central 
Chernozem Province of Russia regarding situation with food 
supply in kolkhozes of Borisov, Urazov, Valui, Veidelevsk, 
Nikitovsk, Berezovsk and V. Mikhailovsk districts. 
Original document. 
March 28th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 87, Pages 29 – 29 (v.)

1. Noting the grave situation with food in certain kolkhozes [of Cenrtal
Chernozem Province of Russia] […], the Provincial Communist party 
committee directs the attention of district party committees and the 
Communist party parliamentary groups in district Executive committees 
towards insufficiency of attention paid to kolkhozes that found themselves in 
grave shortage of food, as well as insufficient guidance in regard of 
localization of food resources on the local level by the means of mutual 
assistance by kolkhozes […], organization of marketplace commerce by 
kolkhozes in their own districts, and also in other districts where the 
situation was not grave.

X



The Central Committee and the SNK [Soviet of 
People’s Commissars of the USSR] request that you 
rescind your objection and take all necessary 
measures to assure the speediest handing out and 
transfer of seed tubers.
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93. Encrypted communication sent by Joseph 
Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov to Joseph 
Vareikis, secretary of the Committee of the 
All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) of 
Central Chernozem Province of the Russian 
Federation regarding transfer of 26 thousand 
metric tons of potatoes to Donbass [Donetzk
Region of Ukraine] as a part of the annual quota. 
Verified copy of the Original document. 
March 31st, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 558, Record Series 11, File 46, Page 77.

The Central Committee [of the All-Union 
Communist party] possesses information that you 
forbade transfer of seed tubers of potatoes to Donbass
[Donetzk Region of Ukraine]. 

Inform us by telegraph about your progress.

X



Declassified. 
Previous classification: ‘TZILKOM TAEMNO’ [Ukrainian: Top Secret]

SECRET FILE

[In Ukrainian] Excerpt from the protocol number 50 of the meeting of the Bureau of obkom [Provincial 
committee] on June 9th, 1933.

[In Russian] Regarding Handing out of Bread for Children’s Meal Centers
For the current month hand out 5000 poods [82 metric tons] of bread [acquired] at retail prices via 

Zagotzerno [Commercial Grain Procurement Board] to the Red Cross – 2500 poods [41 metric tons], 
Provincial public health department – 1000 poods [16 metric tons], Provincial public education department –
1500 poods [25 metric tons]. 

Zagotzerno mandated to provide bread without delay. 
Secretary of the Provincial Communist party committee – R. BEGAILO
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94. Excerpt from the protocol number 50 
of the meeting of the Bureau of Vinnitza
Provincial Committee of the Communist party 
of Ukraine “Regarding Handing out Bread 
for Children’s Meal Centers”. 
Original document. 
June 9th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 81, Page 29.
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95. Encrypted communication sent to Joseph 
Stalin by Mendel Khataevich, Secretary of the 
Dnepropetrovsk Provincial Committee of the 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine with 
the request for handing out additional food 
assistance. 
Original document. 
June 27th, 1933. 

Provided the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political 
History. 
Fond 558, Record Series 11, File 64, Page 35.

DECLASSIFIED. 
Previous classification: STRICT SECRET. To be returned in 48 hours

Copying is prohibited. (Decision of the Political Bureau Number 100 paragraph 5 on May 5th, 1927)

Sent to: [handwritten]: Molotov, Kaganovich, Chernov, Stalin. 

ENCRYPTED COMMUNICATION
From: Dnepropetrovsk sent at 23:10 [11:10 pm] June 27th, 1933. Received at Central Committee for deciphering at 9:40 [09:40 am] 
June 28th, 1933. Incoming registry number: 985/III

[On the left margin in handwritten in pencil] Must give // Joseph Stalin

MOSCOW CENTRAL COMMMITTEE OF ALL-UNION COMMUNIST PARTY (BOLSHEVIKS) comrade STALIN

Rain, that continued persistently for the last 10 days, has severely delayed ripening of wheat and its harvesting. 
Kolkhozes of several districts have either completely consumed, or are about to finish bread that has been handed out 

as food assistance; situation with food deteriorated badly, which is particularly dangerous in the last days before harvesting. 
I request very strongly that additional 50 thousand poods [815 metric tons] of food loan were given to us. 

[Signed] KHATAEVICH
Deciphered at 11:25 [am] June 28, 1933. Printed 6 copies by E. Ivanova [signature]
[Stamp applied]: Drafts and cipher text [original numerical communication] have been destroyed.
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96. Memorandum sent to Joseph Stalin by Levon
Mirzoyan, 1st Secretary of the Kazakhstan Regional 
Committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) and Uraz Isaev, Chairman of the Soviet of 
People’s Commissars of Kazakhstan Autonomous 
Soviet Socialist Republic [a constituent republic of the 
Russian Federation] regarding the repayment of the 
seed grain loan and reduction of the mandatory quotas 
of grain purveyance for kolkhozes and individual 
farmers. 
Original document. 
July 3rd, 1933. 

Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 87, 
Pages 125–127.
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This year, according to the law regarding grain 
purveyance, Kazakhstan [a constituent republic of the 
Russian Federation] must deliver to the State [USSR] 
funds […] 47.9 million poods [784.6 thousand metric 
tons] acquired from kolkhozes and individual farmers. 
Last year the factual amount delivered to the State 
was 38.0 million poods [622.5 thousand metric tons].

To be continued
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To eliminate famine in Kasakh districts and 
kolkhozes, and improve the fitness of Kazakh 
economy, we believe that this year a substantial part 
of Kazakh kolkhozes must be completely freed [from 
obligations of grain procurement] and the remaining 
[kolkhozes] must get a reduction [of obligations]. 

Based on this, we request: 
1. Postpone the return of the loaned seed grain 

[due in 1933] in the amount of 11.4 million poods
[186.7 thousand metric tons] to 1934. 

2. Reduce the mandatory amount of grain 
procurement from kolkhozes and individual farmers by 
5 million poods [82 thousand metric tons] […]

To be continued

3. Set the tractor usage fee at 2 million poods [32.8 
thousand metric tons]. 

We also ask that the total quota for grain [procurement] 
be set […] at 30.5 million poods [500 thousand metric 
tons].
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We believe that if those repayment postponements 
and quota reductions are not announced at once [this 
may] […] lead to pilfering of bread and a new wave of 
refugees from Kazakh agricultural households.

Levon MIRZOYAN
1st Secretary of the 

Kazakhstan Regional 
Committee of the All-Union 

Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) in 1933—1937

Uraz ISAEV
Chairman of the Soviet of 
People’s Commissars of 
Kazakhstan Autonomous 
Soviet Socialist Republic 

in 1929—1937
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97. Draft of the decision of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) “Regarding Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. 
June 23rd, 1933. 

Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 87, Page 123.
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1. Reduce the quota for kolkhozes and individual 
farmers of the Kazakh Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic [a constituent republic of the Russian 
Federation] for grain procurement by the state [USSR] 
for the 1933 harvest from 36.6 to 30 million poods
[from 600 to 500 thousand of metric tons], counting the 
6.6 million poods as arrears to be repaid in kind from 
the 1934 harvest. 

2. Count 6.4 million poods [105 thousand of metric 
tons], which is the total amount of seed grain loan 
extended by the state [USSR] to kolkhozes of 
Kazakhstan, as arrears to be repaid in kind from the 
1934 harvest. 

3. Warn comrade Mirzoyan, Secretary of 
Kazkraikom [Kazakhstan Provincial Party Committee] 
and comrade Isaev, Chairman of the Soviet of 
People’s Commissars of Kazakh Autonomous Soviet 
Socialist Republic that the final quota for grain 
procurement and return of loaned seed grain 
established by this decision […] will not be amended 
and must be unquestionably fulfilled completely and 
within the determined time frame.

X



On November 28th, 1933

92/73 – Regarding Food Assistance to Kazakhstan
([In reply to] Memorandum by comrades Mirzoyan and Isaev)

Hand out 1,000,000 poods of grain to Kazakhstan as food assistance. 

Copies sent to: comrades Chernov, Zibrak, Kaganovich; 
to Kazakh regional committee – encrypted
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98. Decision of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the All-
Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding food assistance to 
Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. 
November 28th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive 
of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 15, 
Pages 142, 145, 148.
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47/22 – Regarding Purchase of Workhorses for Ukraine

Permit, in the course of December, January and February purchasing of workhorses for 
Ukraine in the amount of 16,000 [heads], including the following allotments: 

For Dnepropetrovsk Province – 6000 [heads] (from Western Province of Russia); 
For Odessa Province – 5000 [heads] (from Belorussian Soviet Socialist Republic)
For Kharkov Province – 4000 [heads] (from Western Province of Russia)
For Donetzk Province – 1000 [heads] (from Western Province of Russia)
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99. Excerpt from the protocol number 
151 of the meeting of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding purchase of workhorses for 
Ukraine”
Original document. 
December 20th, 1933.

Provided by the Russian State Archive 
of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 3, File 936, 
Pages 1, 12, 27.
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100. Excerpt from the transcript of the conversation 
between Alexander Hirschfeld, 1st secretary of the 
Soviet embassy in Germany and von Stechow, a 
representative of the German Foreign Ministry regarding 
the exhibition of “famine letters from the USSR”
[in Germany]. 
June 12th, 1933. 

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, 
Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 0165, Record Series 12, Dossier 154, File 361, Page 365
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[…] Although the exhibit of “famine letters from the 
USSR” is mostly, as we suspected, comprised from 
forgeries, a certain number [of these letters] is genuine. 
Also, through the Intourist [Foreign tourism board of 
the USSR] whole bagfuls of letters of such content are 
coming [to Germany] that it would’ve been better not to 
allow these letters cross the borders of the USSR. All 
this makes [me] suspect that our postal censorship is 
organized very poorly. The responsible authorities 
should pay more attention to this situation.
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101. Letter of V. Levin, head of 2nd Western 
department of the People’s Commissariat of Foreign 
Affairs of the USSR to the Soviet Embassy in Germany 
regarding the German campaign of assistance to the 
starving Volga Germans in the USSR. 
Original document. 
July 4th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, 
Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 0165, Record Series 13, Dossier 154, File 361, Page 322–324.
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The Germans are preparing a campaign no 
smaller than the “Mennonite” campaign of 1929. It 
seems that some of the people currently in power have 
a plan to use this new aggressive anti-Soviet 
campaign as a response to the powerful anti-fascist 
demonstration of factory and white-collar workers that 
took place in Moscow during the funeral of Klara
Zetkin. 

Preparations to this adversarial campaign are 
going along several lines […] the Wolf news agency 
publicized the communiqué of the Auslandsdeutsche
[“Germans Abroad”] Union about “horrors in the 
USSR”, that mothers are eating bodies of their dead 
children, that people devour every fallen horse […].

To be continued
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102. Letter of Nikolai Krestinsky, Deputy People’s 
Commissar for Foreign Affairs to Leo Khinchuk, Soviet 
Ambassador to Germany, regarding measures against the 
“Famine” campaign of the German press. 
Original document. 
July 4th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, 
Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation. 
Fond 0165, Record Series 13, Dossier 154, File 361, Page 321.
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You were absolutely right to take a decisively protesting 
and decisively demanding approach to your conversation with 
[Konstantin von] Neurath [the German foreign minister]. I don’t 
believe, though, that the German government will halt the 
campaign. This campaign is partially explained by the internal 
political considerations, but it is also a conscious retort to the 
demonstrations [that took place] during Klara Zetkin’s funeral. 

We will, therefore, have to publish excerpts from 
telegrams [received by] TASS [USSR information agency] and 
letters received by Pravda and Izvestia [Soviet newspapers] 
and respond harshly to this campaign.

Leo KHINCHUK
Plenipotentiary Representative 

(Ambassador) of the Soviet Union 
in Germany in 1930—1934

Nikolai KRESTINSKI
Deputy, later First deputy of the 
People’s Commissar for Foreign 

Affairs of the USSR in 1930—1937
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103. Letter of Grigory Vinogradov, Soviet 
Envoy to Germany to David Stern, Head of 
the 2nd Western Department of the People’s 
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs of the 
USSR regarding the campaign of the 
German press about famine in the USSR. 
Original document. 
August 29th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the 
Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation. 
Fond 05, Record Series 13, Dossier 90, File 14, 
Pages 89, 89(v).

209

Declassified. 

Previous classification: SECRET

A large number of foreign media outlets 
have published the memorandum of Schiller, 
the agricultural attaché to the German 
Embassy in Moscow, regarding famine in 
Ukraine. 

Schiller travels to kolkhozes, sleeps in the 
fields along with collective farmers [all of this 
happens] during the highest point of 
increased class struggle in our villages. This 
is impudent and ungracious espionage. 

The “hunger campaign” in the German 
press is emboldened […] If I were to go to 
one of the labour correction camps here in 
Germany […], for a diplomat [that would 
have been] an inconceivable breach of 
protocol.
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104. Letter of M. Rosenberg, Soviet chargé
d'affaires in France to Konstantin Umansky, 
head of the Press division of the People’s 
Commissariat of Foreign Affair regarding 
coverage of the issue of famine in Ukraine by 
the French press.
Copy.
September 10th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the 
Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation. Fond 05, Record Series 13, 
Dossier 93, File 47, Page 72.

210

The “thaw” in the Franco-Soviet relations is 
reflected in the positions taken by the [French] 
mass media. 
[…] one of the exceptions is] the newspaper Le 
Matin […] that continues a campaign about famine 
in the Ukraine etc. which is obviously an attempt 
to blackmail us into giving a subsidy to this 
newspaper [as they have previously approached 
us with requests for a gift of printing paper].
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105. Letter of Dr. Max Huber, Chairman of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to Abel Enukidze [Enoukidze], 
Chairman of the Soviet Committee of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent with the request to clarify the situation with food 
supply in the USSR, particularly in Ukraine and North 
Caucasus region of the Russian Federation. (In French). 
Verified copy of the original document. 
October 12th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, 
Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation. 
Fond 054, Record Series 10, Dossier 411, File 121, Page 47–48.

211X



106. Letter of Lev Bronstein, head of the 
Foreign Department of the People’s 
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs to Maxim 
Litvinov, the People’s Commissar of Foreign 
Affairs regarding the inquiry of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
about food situation in the USSR. 
Original document. 
October 26th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the 
Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation. 
Fond 054, Record Series 10, Dossier 411, File 121, 
Page 49.
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On October 25th I had a meeting with Berlin, a representative of the International Committee of the Red Cross who asked me to give to comrade 
Enukidze [head of the Soviet Red Cross] a letter from the International Committee of the Red Cross with an inquiry regarding situation with food in 
the USSR, specifically in Ukraine and North Caucasus Region of Russia. (The letter is attached.)

Berlin has also informed me that some time ago the Austrian Red Cross proposed to the International Red Cross a plan to organize food 
assistance to the victims of famine in the USSR. According to Berlin, the International Red Cross denied this request curtly and harshly. 
After this, the Swiss Red Cross followed with a similar proposal, which the International Red Cross also denied, but in a more placid tone. 
Only after the third request, this time by the Council of the League of Nations, according to Berlin, the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
after an extended debate, decided to refer the matter to the Executive Committee of the International Red Cross. 
According to Berlin, during the discussion of the question in the League of Nations, the proposed measure passed by the votes of small nations, 
against the will of Britain and France. Berlin also informed me that the International Committee of the Red Cross published an official communiqué
that explained the Committee’s decision. 

I expressed regret that the International Committee of the Red Cross (as an organization that is independent from the League of Nations) in this 
case is becoming a tool in other people’s hands and allowed discussion based on less than reliable information. 

Requesting your conclusion about the tone and content of our reply to the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Maxim LITVINOV
People’s Commissar 

for Foreign Affairs of the USSR 
in 1930—1939

X



107. Draft of the letter of Abel Enukidze, Chairman 
of the Soviet Committee of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent to Dr. Max Huber, Chairman of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, with the 
refusal to discuss food shortages in the USSR, 
specifically in Ukraine and the North Caucasus 
region of the Russian Federation. 
Copy.
October 12th, 1933.

Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian 
Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 054, Record Series 10, Dossier 411, File 121, 
Pages 50–50(v.), supplement on page 51.
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In regard of your inquiry, I must inform you that the 
Executive committee [of the Soviet Red Cross] categorically 
refuses to exchange any kind of communications about this 
topic. The Soviet Executive committee can only express its 
regret that the International Committee of the Red Cross 
considered acceptable to take part, as a go-between, in such 
an affair. This circumstance is particularly inappropriate, since 
Mr. [Johan Ludwig] Mowinckel [Prime Minister of Norway, 
1933–1935, past President of the League of Nations] himself 
expressed regrets that he was misled by unreliable informants 
who are known as enemies of the Soviet Union. The Executive 
committee [of the Soviet Red Cross] considered and continues 
to consider that this kind of international publicity is a reflection 
of the opinion of certain circles, adversaries of the Soviet Union, 
that attempt to spread false and biased rumours that have no 
foundation whatsoever. The Executive committee decisively 
objects to this kind of actions of various international 
organizations that we are forced to characterize as attempting 
to create an unfavourable atmosphere for the Soviet Union […].

To be continued
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Abel ENUKIDZE 
(Avel YENUKIDZE)

Secretary of the Presidium 
of the Central Executive Committee 

of the USSR in 1925—1935; 
Chairman of the Soviet Committee 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

in 1918—1935
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Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 466, Page 90.  

32. Encrypted telegram from Joseph Stalin to authorized representatives of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of 
Ukraine and Provinces and Regions of the RSFSR [Russian Federation] regarding forwarding to the Central Committee of 
the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) information regarding sabotage, wrecking and pilfering of kolkhoz property. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
November 29th, 1932. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 84, Page 84. 

33. Encrypted telegram sent to Joseph Stalin by Andrey Zhdanov, Secretary of the Gorkii (Russian Federation) regional 
committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) requesting permission to deploy repressive measures in 
Spassky and Ardatovsky districts of the region. 
Original document. 
December 14th, 1932. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 85, Page 6. 
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34. Excerpt from the protocol number 126 of the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) regarding repressions in the Spassky and Ardatovsky districts of Gorkii Region [of the 
Russian Federation]. 
Copy of the original document. 
December 15th, 1932. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 85, Page 5. 

35. Information summary submitted to Joseph Stalin by Pavel Postyshev, Secretary of the Central committee of the All-
Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) regarding the course of grain procurement in the Lower Volga Region [of the 
Russian Federation]. 
Original document. 
1932. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 85, Pages 14—29. 

36. Memorandum sent to Joseph Stalin by Yakov Yakovlev, People’s Commissar for Agriculture of the USSR regarding 
the system of grain procurement proposed for 1933.
Original document. 
September 17th, 1932. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 82, Page 83 – 85. 

37. Encrypted telegram to Joseph Stalin from Yakov Goldin, 2nd secretary of the Stalingrad regional committee of the 
Communist party with the request to implement measures for prevention of massive migration from the Stalingrad 
Region of the Russian Federation. 
Original document. 
February 16th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 30, File 189, Page 34.

38. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) regarding 
the telegram from Lower Volga (Russian Federation) regional party committee about the attempts of peasants to leave 
the region without authorization. 
Original document. February 16th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 3, File 916, Page 17. 
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39. Summary prepared by the Secret Political department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR 
regarding the number of migrants from villages of Ukraine in December 1932 – January 1933. 
Original Document. 
February 8th, 1933.
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 6, Page 150. 

40. Summary prepared by the Secret Political department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR 
regarding the number of fugitives from various regions of the USSR that have been apprehended by April 22nd, 1933. 
Original Document. 
April 27th, 1933.
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 1322, Page 391. 

41. Summary prepared by the Secret Political department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR 
regarding the number of exiled “counter-revolutionary elements” in the period from October 1932 to May 1933. 
Original Document. 
April 27th, 1933.
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 1322, Page 392. 

The 1929–1934 Famine
42. Excerpt from the summary number 1 of the Information department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate]of
letters of peasants received by the editors of Krestyanskaya Gazeta [The Peasant’s Gazette] in the beginning of 1929 
regarding shortage of bread in villages. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
March 26th, 1929. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 7, File 543, Pages 85 – 100. 

43. Statement of the refugees from the Leninsk village of the Podkolino area to the Buzluk district Executive committee of 
Middle Volga Region [of the Russian Federation] regarding famine among the villagers.
Verified copy of the original. 
December 20th, 1929. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of the Economy. 
Fond 8043, Record Series 11, File 16, Page 37 (v.)
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44. Memorandum of the territorial representative of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] for Lower Volga Region 
regarding food shortage in Stalingrad Region. 
Original document. 
January 28th, 1930. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 778, Pages 394–398. 

45. Excerpt from the secret summary number 27 prepared based on data collected by April 2nd, 1930 by the Information 
department of the territorial representative of OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR in Middle Volga Region 
of the Russian Federation regarding preparatory work for the spring sowing campaign. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
April 3rd, 1930. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 824, Pages 60, 69 – 71, 74. 

46. Circular letter of the territorial representative of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate]of the USSR in the Middle 
Volga Region of the Russian Federation regarding food shortages in the region. 
Verified copy. 
April 27th, 1930. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 824, Pages 231 – 231(v). 

47. Secret information summary prepared by the Information department of the territorial representative of the OGPU 
[Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR for the Central Chernozem Province of the Russian Federation regarding 
food shortages in the rural areas, as of July 24th, 1930. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 852, Pages 296 – 303. 

48. Excerpt from the secret summary number 1 of the Aktyubinsk district department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political 
Directorate] regarding appearance of signs of famine in villages, based on data collected by April 10th, 1930. 
Verified copy of the original document, 
April 11th, 1930. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 747, Pages 379 – 383. 
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49. Memorandum of the territorial representative of OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR in the Middle 
Asia regarding the extent of starvation in Turkmenistan [Turkmen SSR]. 
Original document. 
April 6th, 1930. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 8, File 810, Pages 307 – 307(v.) 

50. Telegram sent to Vyacheslav Molotov by Vassily Shubrikov, secretary of the Middle Volga regional committee of the 
All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) regarding bread shortages in cities of Middle Volga Region of the Russian 
Federation. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
June 13th, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of the Economy.
Fond 8043, Record Series 11, File 52, Page 258. 

51. Extract from the Minutes of the Central Chernozem Province (Russian Federation) Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) regarding cases of hydropsy due to starvation in the Kantemir district. 
Original document. 
March 7th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 87, Page 67. 

52. Memorandum to Joseph Stalin from Stanislaw Kosior, 1st secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) of Ukraine regarding food assistance to Southern regions of Ukraine. 
Original document. 
March 15th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 61, File 794, Pages 73 – 86. 

53. Extract from the classified memorandum of the Special Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] 
regarding famine among factory workers of Gus-Khrustalny district of Ivanovo-Industrial Province of the Russian 
Federation 
Original document. 
March 17th, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 65 – 67. 
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54. Secret summary of data collected by March 20th, 1933 prepared by the Secret Operations department of the territorial 
representative of OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR for Lower Volga region [of the Russian Federation] 
regarding food shortages.
Original document. 
March 28th, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 125 – 132, 136 – 137.  

55. Secret communication of the Operational department of the Main directorate of the workers-and-peasants militia 
[police force] of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR “Regarding cannibalism and murders with the 
intent of cannibalism”
Original document. 
March 31st, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 8–10. 

56. Encrypted Communication of the Special Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] regarding 
the epidemic of infectious diseases based on the data collected by March 30th, 1933. 
Original document. 
April 1st, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 171 – 172. 

57. Classified summary prepared by the Secret Political department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the 
USSR regarding food shortages in Far Eastern Region and Urals Region [of the Russian Federation]. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
April 3rd, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 113 – 116. 

58. Encrypted Communication of the Special Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] regarding 
instances of cannibalism due to famine in North Caucasus Region [of Russian Federation] based on data collected by 
March 21st, 1933. 
Verified copy of the original document. April 7th 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 42, Pages 149–150. 
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59. Excerpts from the diary of Nikolai Zelinski [1861–1953, world-renown scientist]
May 1932. 
Provided by Russian State Archive of Literature and Art. 
Fond 1604, Record Series 1, File 183, Pages 2–10. 

60. Encrypted communication from the deputy of the Political Department of the Elanyetsk Equipment and Tractor 
Station of Vosnesensk district of Odessa Province of Ukraine regarding cases of cannibalism. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
May 27th, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 259–261. 

61. Extract from the classified summary prepared by the Division of Operations of the Chief Directorate of the Worker-
and-Farmer Militia of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] “Regarding Cannibalism and Murders with the Intent of 
Cannibalism”. 
Verified copy of the original document. 
March 31st, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 551, Pages 36–38. 

62. Encrypted summary of the Secret Political department of the territorial representative of the OGPU [Joint Main 
Political Directorate] of the USSR for Central Chernozem Province [of the Russian Federation] regarding food shortages. 
Copy of the original document. 
June 8th, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Page 241. 

63. Encrypted telegram sent to the Central committee of the Communist party of Ukraine from the Central committee of 
the All-Union Communist party regarding cases of mass starvation in kolkhozes of Glikstal MTS [Equipment and Tractor 
Station] in Moldavian Autonomous Soviet Republic [a constituent of Ukraine in 1925 – 1940]. 
Original document. 
June 22nd, 1933. 
Provided by Russian State Archive of the Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 167, File 38, Page 70.
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64. Encrypted communication regarding deaths due to starvation in Lower Volga Region [of the Russian Federation]. 
Copy. 
Not earlier than July 14th, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 140–141. 

65. Encrypted communication of the Special Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] regarding the 
state of [food] distribution to workers of factories located in Central Chernozem Province [of the Russian Federation]. 
Original document. July 17th, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 47, Pages 279–281.

66. Encrypted communication of the Special Political Department of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] regarding 
grave shortage of food in the Kazachinsk District of the Eastern Siberia Region [of the Russian Federation]. 
Original document. June 11th, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 47, Page 82.

67. Encrypted telegram to Joseph Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov from the regional authorities of the Bashkir
Autonomous Republic [currently, Bashkortostan] [of the Russian Federation] regarding famine in Bashkiria with an 
appeal for a food loan. 
Original document. July 5th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 558, Record Series 11, File 64, Page 37.

68. Encrypted communication of the Special Political Division of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] regarding an 
incident during the visit of Czechoslovakian factory workers to the kolkhozes of the Bezenchuk Equipment and Tractor 
Station [North Caucasus Region of the Russian Federation]. 
Original document. July 31st, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 47, Pages 338–339. 

69. Excerpt from the letter of Dr. Blonsky, a physician in the Zvenigorod district of Ukraine, to Kantorovich, People’s 
Commissar for Health of Ukraine regarding the situation in the district due to famine. 
Verified copy of the original document. 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 56, Pages 203–205. 
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70. Letter of the Political Department of the Equipment and Tractor Service of the People’s Commissar for Agriculture of 
the USSR to the head of the Political division of the Azovo-Chernomorsk Region [of the Russian Federation] with the 
request to inform about the measures taken in the case of murder of an activist collective farmer. 
Verified copy of the original. 
June 10th, 1934. 
Provided by Russian State Archive of the Socio-Political History.
Fond 112, Record Series 29, File 9, Page 35. 

The Export of Grain from the USSR
71. The speech of Abram Kissin at the 2nd Preparatory International Conference on Grain. 
Copy. 
March 28th, 1931. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 54k, Record Series 1, Dossier 1, File 9, Pages 15–19. 

72. Directive of the Council for Labor and Defense of the USSR Number 176/c regarding sequestration of commoditized 
varieties of wheat from export-oriented districts for the purposes of export. 
Original document. 
August 17th, 1931. 
Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond R-5674, Record Series 9, File 18, Page 304-307.  

73. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) regarding 
planning of export-import [activity] and foreign currency [reserves] for the 2nd Quarter of 1933 and April of 1933 
(discontinuation of export of grain from the 1933 harvest, reduction of export of vegetable oil etc.)
Original document. 
March 31st, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 14, Pages 104, 108, 110.
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74. Protocol of the meeting of comrade Sokolnikov [deputy of the People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the USSR in 
1932–1935] with consultants regarding the Geneva Conference on Grain Commerce. 
Copy. 
May 7th, 1933.
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 10, Record Series 8, Dossier 33, File 109, Page 26.

75. Decision of the Soviet of People’s Commissars of the USSR Number 2317/541ss “Regarding purchasing from 
Canada”
Original document. October 23rd, 1933. 
Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 471, Page 257.  

Ending the 1929–1934 Famine
76. Decision of the Council of Labor and Defense of the USSR Number 256/96ss “Regarding lending of seed grain to 
Ukraine”. 
Original document. 
March 20th, 1932. 
Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond R-5674, Record Series 9, File 21, Page 134. 

77. Excerpt from the protocol number 72 of the meeting of Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist 
party of Ukraine “Regarding food assistance to the members of kolkhozes”. 
Original document. 
April 20th, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 50, Page 54.

78. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) “Regarding 
the lending of seed grain to Central Chernozem Province[of the Russian Federation] and Kiev Province of Ukraine”. 
Original document. 
June 8th, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 12, Pages 171, 176, 178.
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79. Memorandum of Iona Yakir, commander of the Ukrainian Military District to Klim Voroshilov, People’s Commissar for 
Military and Naval Affairs, Chairman of the Revvoensovet [Revolutionary Military Council] of the USSR regarding 
measures taken to provide food assistance to starving families of Red Army personnel. 
Original document. July 1st, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Military Archive.
Fond 4, Record Series 14, File 527, Pages 96–97. 

80. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding weed extirpation work in Ukraine”. 
Original document. July 9th, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 13, Page 15.

81. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) “Regarding 
food assistance to Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. July 9th, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 13, Page 14.

82. Decision of the Soviet of People’s Commissars of the USSE “Regarding Centralized Supplying [with food] of 70 
thousand children in Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. August 20th, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of the Economy. 
Fond 8043, Record Series 11, File 61, Page 155. 

83. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) “Regarding 
grain procurement in Ukraine”. 
Original document. August 25th, 1932. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 13, Page 75, 76, 80. 

84. Excerpt from the protocol number 101 of the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
Communist party of Ukraine “Regarding supply of bread”. 
Original document. 
January 25th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 80, Page 8. 
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85. Excerpt from the protocol number 130 of the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) regarding food assistance to workers of North Caucasus [Province of Russia], 
Dnepropetrovsk and Odessa  Provinces [of Ukraine] that are employed by sovkhozes [state-owned farms], MTS 
[Equipment and Tractor Stations], MTM [Equipment and Tractor Service Centers] as well as the collective farm activists, 
regardless of membership in the Communist party. 
Original document. 
February 8th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 14, Pages 59, 60.

86. Decision Number 198/32 of the Soviet of People’s Commissars of the USSR “Regarding seed grain and food loans to 
North Caucasus Region [of the Russian Federation]. 
Original document. 
February 13, 1933. 
Provided by the State Archive of Russian Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 468, Pages 52–53. 

87. Decision of the Soviet of People’s Commissars of the USSR and the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist 
party (Bolsheviks) Number 240/42s “Regarding seed grain and food assistance to kolkhozes and sovkhozes [state-
owned farms] of Ukraine”
Original document. 
February 18th, 1933. 
Provided by the State Archive of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 5446, Record Series 1v, File 468, Page 71–72. 

88. Excerpt from the protocol number 37 of the meeting of Bureau of Kiev provincial committee of the Communist party 
(Bolsheviks) of Ukraine regarding eradication of food shortages in kolkhozes, areas of severe malnutrition, and 
regarding incidence of starvation. 
Original document. February 22nd, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 82, Pages 82-83.

89. Decision by the Bureau of Kiev provincial committee of the Communist party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine regarding 
medical services for the starving population. 
Original document. March 15th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 82, Pages 129–130.
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90. Circular letter of the GPU [Main Political Directorate] of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic number 65/SPO 
“Regarding measures to counteract food shortages in certain districts”
Copy of a brochure. 
March 19th, 1933.
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 971, Pages 145–147. 

91. Memorandum by Chairman of the GPU [Main Political Directorate] of Ukraine, V. Balitsky to Genrikh Yagoda, deputy 
Chairman of the OGPU [Joint Main Political Directorate] of the USSR regarding food shortages. 
Copy of the original document. 
March 22nd, 1933. 
Provided by the Central Archive of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 2, Record Series 11, File 3, Pages 12–14. 

92. Excerpt from the protocol of the meeting of the Provincial Communist party committee of the Central Chernozem
Province of Russia regarding situation with food supply in kolkhozes of Borisov, Urazov, Valui, Veidelevsk, Nikitovsk, 
Berezovsk and V. Mikhailovsk districts. 
Original document. 
March 28th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 87, Pages 29 – 29 (v.)

93. Encrypted communication sent by Joseph Stalin and Vyacheslav Molotov to Joseph Vareiks, secretary of the 
Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) of Central Chernozem Province of the Russian Federation 
regarding transfer of 26 thousand metric tons of potatoes to Donbass [Donetzk Region of Ukraine] as a part of the annual 
quota. 
Verified copy of the Original document. 
March 31st, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 558, Record Series 11, File 46, Page 77.

94. Excerpt from the protocol number 50 of the meeting of the Bureau of Vinnitza Provincial Committee of the Communist 
party of Ukraine “Regarding Handing out Bread for Children’s Meal Centers”. 
Original document. 
June 9th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 42, File 81, Page 29.
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95. Encrypted communication sent to Joseph Stalin by Mendel Khataevich, Secretary of the Dnepropetrovsk Provincial 
Committee of the Communist party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine with the request for handing out additional food assistance. 
Original document. 
June 27th, 1933.  
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 558, Record Series 11, File 64, Page 35.

96. Memorandum sent to Joseph Stalin by Levon Mirzoyan, 1st Secretary of the Kazakhstan Regional Committee of the 
All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) and Uraz Isaev, Chairman of the Soviet of People’s Commissars of Kazakhstan 
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic [a constituent republic of the Russian Federation] regarding the repayment of the 
seed grain loan and reduction of the mandatory quotas of grain purveyance for kolkhozes and individual farmers. 
Original document. 
July 3rd, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 87, Pages 125–127. 

97. Draft of the decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) 
“Regarding Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. 
June 23rd, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of the President of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 3, Record Series 40, File 87, Page 123. 

98. Decision of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist party (Bolsheviks) “Regarding 
food assistance to Kazakhstan”. 
Original document. 
November 28th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 162, File 15, Pages 142, 145, 148.

99. Excerpt from the protocol number 151 of the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist party (Bolsheviks) “Regarding purchase of workhorses for Ukraine”
Original document. 
December 20th, 1933. 
Provided by the Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History. 
Fond 17, Record Series 3, File 936, Pages 1, 12, 27.
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The Reaction of Western Europe 
to the 1929–1934 Famine in the USSR

100. Excerpt from the transcript of the conversation between Alexander Hirschfeld, 1st secretary of the Soviet embassy 
in Germany and von Stechow, a representative of the German Foreign Ministry regarding the exhibition of “famine letters 
from the USSR” [in Germany]. 
June 12th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 0165, Record Series 12, Dossier 154, File 361, Page 365.

101. Letter of V. Levin, head of 2nd Western department of the People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs of the USSR to 
the Soviet Embassy in Germany regarding the German campaign of assistance to the starving Volga Germans in the 
USSR. 
Original document. 
July 4th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 0165, Record Series 13, Dossier 154, File 361, Page 322–324.

102. Letter of Nikolai Krestinsky, Deputy People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs to Leo Khinchuk, Soviet Ambassador to 
Germany, regarding measures against the “Famine” campaign of the German press. 
Original document. 
July 4th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 0165, Record Series 13, Dossier 154, File 361, Page 321.

103. Letter of Grigory Vinogradov, Soviet Envoy to Germany to David Stern, Head of the 2nd Western Department of the 
People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs of the USSR regarding the campaign of the German press about famine in the 
USSR. 
Original document. 
August 29th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 05, Record Series 13, Dossier 90, File 14, Pages 89, 89(v).
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104. Letter of M. Rosenberg, Soviet chargé d'affaires in France to Konstantin Umansky, head of the Press division of the 
People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affair regarding coverage of the issue of famine in Ukraine by the French press.
Copy.
September 10th, 1933.
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. Fond 05, Record Series 13, Dossier 93, File 47, Page 72.

105. Letter of Dr. Max Huber, Chairman of the International Committee of the Red Cross to Abel Enukidze [Enoukidze], 
Chairman of the Soviet Committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent with the request to clarify the situation with food 
supply in the USSR, particularly in Ukraine and North Caucasus region of the Russian Federation. (In French). 
Verified copy of the original document. 
October 12th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 054, Record Series 10, Dossier 411, File 121, Page 47–48.

106. Letter of Lev Bronstein, head of the Foreign Department of the People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs to Maxim 
Litvinov, the People’s Commissar of Foreign Affairs regarding the inquiry of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross about food situation in the USSR. 
Original document. 
October 26th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 054, Record Series 10, Dossier 411, File 121, Page 49.

107. Draft of the letter of Abel Enukidze, Chairman of the Soviet Committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent to Dr. Max 
Huber, Chairman of the International Committee of the Red Cross, with the refusal to discuss food shortages in the USSR, 
specifically in Ukraine and the North Caucasus region of the Russian Federation. 
Copy.
October 12th, 1933. 
Provided by the Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, Historico-Documentary Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
Fond 054, Record Series 10, Dossier 411, File 121, Pages 50–50(v.), supplement on page 51.

236X




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































