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Introduction

As a consumer pressure group, wholly
independent of commercial vested interests,

CAMRA is uniquely placed to be able to set out

a comprehensive set of policy options to tackle
the crisis facing community pubs in Wales.

Every single week, four pubs in Wales close.
The Welsh Assembly Government has the
power to implement policies which will
protect Welsh pubs, brewers and cider
makers, now and in the future.

CAMRA is asking Welsh politicians to:

Represent the interests of Welsh pub goers,
beer and cider drinkers

@ Support the economic growth of Wales'
50 small breweries and cider producers

@ Promote well-run community pubs by
ensuring that they are properly protected
within planning law

@ Champion the social, economic
and cultural importance of pubs
and not-for-profit members clubs.

Planning Protection for Pubs ¢

|

Existing planning law gives little
protection to communities who
want to keep their local pubs open.
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Planning loopholes are being systematically
exploited by developers, to the detriment of
Welsh communities and consumers.

The Welsh Assembly Government should:

© Strengthen its Planning Policy Statement
to enhance protection for well-run
community pubs

© (lose the current planning law loophole that
allows pubs and other local services to be
demolished without the requirement for
planning permission or any community
consultation

© Require that planning permission to convert
a pub to another use is only granted
following an independent assessment of
business viability and community need by
the planning authority.

Supporting Community Pubs

Well-run pubs play an important role at the
heart of our communities. Pubs provide a safe,
regulated environment in which to relax with a
drink, and mix with people of other age groups
and backgrounds. Increasingly, pubs are also
providing other essential services including post
offices, shops and meeting places — especially in
rural areas. However, the regulatory and
taxation burden on pubs means many are
struggling to survive.



The Welsh Assembly Government should
support well-run community pubs by:

Introducing new classes of business rate
relief for local services, including pubs,
which are centres of community life and/or
sell a high proportion of local produce

Introducing small businesses rate relief
for pubs.

The Beer Tie

The unfair operation of the “beer tie” by large
pub companies is artificially inflating the
consumer price of beer, reducing consumer
amenity in pubs and increasing the rate of pub
closures. Tied licensees are forced to buy beer
at prices inflated by 40% and can only stock a
limited range of beers. This prevents small and
regional Welsh brewers from accessing the
market.

The Welsh Assembly Government should
seek additional powers to legislate so that
pubs with beer tied by large pub companies
can sell at least one locally produced beer or
cider purchased on the open market.

Support for Small Welsh Brewers

There are over 50 brewers and real cider makers
in Wales but these small Welsh producers are
struggling to sell their products due to the
market dominance of four global brewers who
brew over 80% of the beer sold in the UK.

Www.camra.org.uk

The Welsh Assembly Government should
support Welsh producers and encourage new
market entrants by:

Promoting the availability of grants and
loans which are available to small brewers

Working to ensure that small brewers in
Wales are protected through the retention of
small breweries’ relief

Supporting research into the potential for
hop and malting barley cultivation in Wales,
and encouraging Welsh farmers to grow
these crops thereby giving Welsh beer
products stronger local provenance

Raising the profile of the sector as part of the
Government's work to support the economic
growth of Wales’ food and drink industry.

What is CAMRA?

CAMRA was set up in 1971 and
has a growing membership of
more than 120,000 individuals

. . CAMPAIGN
across the UK — including over FOR
3,000 in Wales. REAL ALE

CAMRA is a not-for-profit, volunteer-led
consumer organisation funded by members’
subscriptions, sales of publications and proceeds
from beer festivals.

CAMRA aims to:
Maintain consumer rights
Promote quality, choice and value for money

Support the public house as a focus for
community life

Increase appreciation of traditional beers
and ciders
Contact CAMRA's public affairs team:
The Campaign for Real Ale,
230 Hatfield Road, St Albans AL1 4L\W
Jonathan Mail on 01727 798 448 or
Emily Ryans on 01727 798 447
or via email: campaigns@camra.org.uk
Twitter.com/CAMRA official
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