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Ahtna Travel Narratives
A Demonstration of Shared Geographic Knowledge among Alaska Athabascans

Edited by James Kari, Professor of Linguis-
tics, Emeritus, University of Alaska Fairbanks

These narratives by  ve Ahtna experts are
walking tours of 1,200 miles of traditional 
routes and trails in the Ahtna Athabascan 
language area. The narratives demonstrate the 
precise imagery and landscape classi cation of 
Ahtna place names and riverine directionals—
the geographic knowledge system that has 
facilitated travel and spatial cognition in Ahtna 
and other Alaska Athabascan languages. James 
Kari, who has worked with Ahtna speakers for 
more than 35 years, adds context with maps, 

photos, the original audio  les, and a wealth of ethnographic, linguistic, historical, and method-
ological information. This is the most complete presentation of travel narratives for an Athabas-
can language.

Ahtna Travel Narratives, $20.
ISBN 978-1-55500-105-6. 160 pages, paperback, 10.5 inches x 8.5 inches. March 2010.
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Jim McKinley, Frank Stickwan, Jake Tansy, Katie John, and Adam Sanford
Ahtna speakers who provided expert information about trails, history and geography


