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                            Shortened Title and page #, 5-spaces, on every page aligned with R margin   
Title Centered and Double-Spaced 
Name of Student 
Name of Professor 
Name of Course and Number
Date Submitted 
Abstract

For written presentations longer than 2-3 pages, a one-paragraph abstract is needed on the page just after the title page. An abstract for APA format is normally set up as follows:  With the Abstract heading centered in the page, no paragraph indentation is used in an abstract. The abstract is to be double-spaced like the rest of the paper. The intent of the abstract is to briefly describe, in a one paragraph-length prose, what is covered in the research paper. The key points of the report are discussed in the abstract. The page following the abstract is then the first page of the research paper.  

Type Your Title Two Inches From Top of This Page In Upper and Lower Case

This template was developed as a guideline for undergraduate students to develop their university research papers in APA format. The format includes the four-sided one-inch margins, indentations (tab), 12-font Times New Roman, spacing, and while students are reminded to normally limit quotes to 10-words or less, this handout has included one blocked quote of greater than 40 words as an accepted example of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association - 5th Edition (2001, pp. 321-326). 

Students can repeatedly use this template to develop their own papers for future course assignments by clicking the Microsoft Word toolbar’s “File,” then click “Save As,” and then type a new name (such as Research Paper Template). Be sure to replace this instructor’s words with your own terminology suitable for each assignment. Be sure you omit, or place in quotes, all work developed by another person. Using another person’s work is considered to be “plagiarism.” 
According to the American Psychological Association the following is considered to be a block quotation: 
“A direct quote of another person’s work that is 40 words or greater is placed in a block quotation format as shown here. Indent all lines of the quote five spaces from the left margin. The right margin should be set at one inch. The parenthetical citation should be placed after the block's last item of punctuation with the period placed after the quoted words as shown here.” (Publication Manual, et al, 2001, pp. 117-118)


Students are expected to develop a minimum of at least four pages of their own researched findings that cover the essential requirements as outlined for each assignment: title page, body of the paper, and a reference page. 

For a 2-3 page paper, at least two full pages of essay are needed. The title page and the reference page are add-ons, in support of the 2-3 pages of text.  The same approach holds for a 4-10 page paper, or any other length research paper beyond the 2-3 page project. 
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