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FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup:

History

Over the past decade, beach soccer has journeyed from the beaches of Brazil to the hearts of millions of fans all
over the globe. The participation of internationally renowned players such as the Brazilian Junior Negao,
Portugal’s Alan and Madjer and the Spanish star Amarelle has helped to expand television coverage to large
audiences in over 170 countries worldwide, making beach soccer one of the fastest growing professional sports
in the world and converting it into a major source of international commercial opportunity.

Beach soccer had been played recreationally all over the world for many years and in many different formats, but
it was not until 1992 that the Laws of the Game were envisaged and a pilot event staged in Los Angeles. The
following summer, the first professional beach soccer competition was organised at Miami Beach, with teams
from the USA, Brazil, Argentina and ltaly taking part in what would turn out to be a historic event.

In April 1994, the first event to be covered by network television was held on the Copacabana Beach in Rio de
Janeiro and the city hosted the inaugural Beach Soccer World Championship a year later. The competition was
won by the host nation, making Brazil the first ever world champions of beach soccer. The success of the
tournament saw international interest begin to match developments on the pitch and growing demand for the
sport around the world gave rise to the Pro Beach Soccer Tour in 1996.

The first Pro Beach Soccer Tour included a total of 60 games in two years across South America, Europe, Asia
and the USA, attracting major names both on and off the pitch. Interest generated by the tour in Europe led to
the creation of the European Pro Beach Soccer League (EPBSL) in 1998, providing a solid infrastructure that
would increase the professionalism of the spectacle at all levels. The EPBSL, now known as the Euro BS League,
united promoters from across the continent and satisfied the demands of the media, sponsors and fans. Only
four years on from its creation, the successful first step in the building of a legitimate worldwide competition
structure for the sport of pro beach soccer had been taken.

The next four years would see this growth consolidated by further progress both on and off the pitch, with the
Euro BS League emerging as the strongest pro beach soccer competition in the world. By 2004, some 17 nations
had entered teams, and by 2005 this had risen to 20, leading to more than 70 countries looking to stage events.

In 2005, beach soccer became a part of the FIFA family, and the first-ever FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup was
staged on Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro. To everyone's surprise, France defeated Portugal in the final,
while hot favourites Brazil fell in the semis.

However, the following year, at the first tournament to feature 16 nations, the Auriverde avenged the previous
year's loss. In the final of the competition, they were never in any real trouble against Uruguay as they
proceeded to claim their first FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup. Eric Cantona’s Bleus, meanwhile, triumphed in the
third-place play-off, again at the expense of Portugal.

Brazil were the big winners at the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup Rio 2007. The hosts and title holders swept all
before them, not only winning the tournament at a canter but also coming away with all of the other trophies
on offer.

Marseille is a long, trans-Atlantic journey away from the Copacabana beach on which Brazil won the FIFA Beach
Soccer World Cup in 2006 and 2007, but the formidable Selecdo undid Italy to emerge atop of the podium once
again on Prado beach in 2008. Bronze went to Portugal, who edged an enticing duel with Spain to return home
with their heads held high.
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There is no team in the world that can play beach soccer quite like Brazil. The South Americans proved that point
once again at Dubai 2009, dominating the week-long tournament from start to finish to lift their fourth
consecutive FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup trophy. Not even tournament revelations Switzerland could contain
them in the final. By the time the third period got under way, the Europeans were trailing 8-1, though that
should not detract from a magnificent week’s work by a vibrant Swiss side making their first appearance in the
tournament.

(Source: http://www.fifa.com)

Winners at a glance

Top goalscorer

Dubai, United Arab

2009 Brazil — Switzerland 10:5 (4-1, 4-0, 2-4) Brazil ejan STANKOQVIC (SUl), 16 goals
Emirates

2008 Marseille, France Brazil - Italy 5-3 (1-0, 3-0, 1-3) Brazil MADIJER (POR), 13 goals

2007 | Rio de Janeiro, BRA | Mexico — Brazil 2-8 (0-2, 1-4, 1-2) Brazil BURU (BRA), 10 goals

2006 Rio de Janeiro, BRA  Uruguay — Brazil 1-4 (0-1, 1-1, 0-2) Brazil MADIJER (POR), 21 goals

2005 | Rio de Janeiro, BRA | France — Portugal 3-3 (1-0, 1-0, 1-3) 1-0 PSO France  MADIER (POR), 12 goals

Competition records at a glance
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2009 16 3 2 2 3 97'500 3'047
2008 16 3 2 2 3 1 5 32 259 8.09 176'500 5'516
2007 16 3 2 2 3 1 5 32 261 8.16 157'300 4'916
2006 16 3 2 2 3 1 5 32 286 8.94 179'800 5'619
2005 12 2 1 1 3 1 4 20 164 8.20 110'500 5'525
TOTAL 148 1254 8.47 721'600 4'876

Ranking by tournament
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2009 Dubai, UAE BRA| SUI |POR 'URU| JPN | ESP ' RUS | ITA /ARG UAE| CIV NGA SOL SLV CRC BHR
2008 Marseille, FRA BRA ITA POR ESP ARG RUS URU FRA SEN UAE MEX SOL IRN SLV JPN CMR
2007 Rio de Janeiro, BRA BRA|MEX URU FRA | SEN NGA| ESP |POR|RUS ITA IRN ARG USA UAE|JPN SOL
2006 Rio de Janeiro, BRA BRA URU FRA POR ARG BHR CAN JPN NGA ESP POL SOL USA CMR ITA IRN
2005 Rio de Janeiro, BRA FRA | POR  BRA | JPN 'URU | UKR| ESP |/ARG AUS USA THA RSA
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