The voting record of tﬁé gecond s‘é“énioﬁ"of- :
e 84th Congress adds nding de-

up to_a resoundir
ad for political action by independent liberals -- &
s year. The record demonstrates that, if tthe -8
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libérals will have to be-elected to the Con- .

Red China to the United Nations. Of

sion of
. under the rule of this-group. course, the question of the admission of Red
Glpeg 0 - China to the United: Nations has not and will
“Johnson As Broker " not come before the United States Congress. But

the China Lobby win,
vinced that once the ’
way, Eisenhower and Dulles cannot be ‘trusted
on this issue and therefore they saw the expres-:

 The Senate, under what has been. widely
sed as “technically brilliant-leadership,” .

came a legislative brokerage house, Many state”

rislatures hayve operated in such a manner, but .. unani of the Congres
complete accéptance in the US'Senate is new. - fnﬂlﬁﬁé nmsﬁgy“f sense f e 8 88
he number one:broker is majority leader Lyn- .
Johnson (D.-Texas) and he is ably assisted Two Steps Forward

7 minority leader William Knowland (R.Calif.)..:
n all domestic-issues, except those touching: oil -
gas interests, these leaders stand alodt from
e subject matter and sit in the cloak rooms or..
the telephones arranging deals among the
rious blocs in the two parties. Each: bloc or
enator is invited to state what it or he wants
nd each is ‘warned not to ask for more than one
two thin%u.and above all not to interfere with-
the other blocs or Senators have requested,

‘As 4 consequencé of this brokerage arrange-
t hardly a measure came to the Senate floor
is year without having been subjected to in-
nerable off-the-floor, out-of-Committee com-
mises and deals, Therefore, the record is one

_ Two major items of domestic legislation
should be rated as creditable. The Congress ap-
proved amendments to the Social Security Act,
which for the first' time will permit persons in
covered employment who become permanently

- and totally disabled to receive their earned bene-
fits when they reach the age of fifty. The measure.
also provided that widows and working women
could receive their. social secutig. benefits at age
62 rather than age 65. The benefits at the earlier
age are to be paid on a reduced scale.

The second maj or‘piece of legislation enacted
_ was the highway bill, which will provide substan-
tial Federal funds for the comstruction of a

starts and stops a - downs, not modern, up-to-date interstate highway system.
e bnt'v::y little an ."é’ﬁcﬁ“'f re%ord d’éﬁeﬂ . There was no liberal-conservative conflict over-
-overall a Each area of need for® Whether or not there should be a highway bill
and each legislative measure must be The Federal Government has been in the busi-

d ‘judged sepa: ness of subsidizing roads since the founding of
n:é ju sy rately. ttge lBepubtliic. The liberaéfommﬁvef cl%sléhin
: ion Po. o e legislation came over the question of whether
. Foreign Policy .~ (o Tuilding the roads should be required
The failure of the Eisenhower Administra- . - to.pay wages-equal to those .
to come to grips-with the need for specific - labor market area. Thisiprevailing wage require-
gislation to implement its foreign policy must -
e blamed for what Congress did not do in Yoreign
{faifs. Secretary of State Dulles repeatedly ad-.
tted. in closed hearings before: Congressional
mmittees that the world situatjon had deterior-

Federal constructionlegislation. The Senate first

way bill, but later revérged itself. The bill, as it
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ywing immediate future in world affairs. The ‘After months of inaction the appointment

that the Administration had failed to request:-
oreign aid during its first

equate funds for f
i ot i ppaioe 3 he
on : ; e by the .

of Simon Sobeloff to the US Court of Apepals
was confirmed by the Senate. Mr. Sobeloff had
‘been severly attacked because he, as Solicitor-
General of the

pre d

a Government brief justifying the use

informers in loyalty-security cases.

‘ ; that the Judiciary Com-

se, which is*dominated. by such anti-civil

rights, anti-civil liberties Senators as Eastland,

nation to-come to the
_pehind-th {

show that this:Conigress succeeded in p
viding some funds-to move forwardion:the con
‘side of this Tedger includes the. an
able te rejection of the hight Federal
Canyon on.the Snake River; and the

Coilgressionél Supplement

of the GOP was con- -
election is out of the -

in the. .
ment, known as the-Davis-Bacon Act, is in most -
rejected application of Davis-Bacon to the high-..
finally became law, oarg{es the prevailing wages

-would mléol;ermit the nomi- .

,, minimum wage; and new healti le
. -+ passed %Y h s
- available to assure progréss.

ﬂll floor.)

erners who dominate the Rules .Committ.ee;hept -

the Niagara measure off the floor. ] ¢

School Setback

The most disheartening episode in this swj

sion of Congress was the defeat of the school con-'.
struction bill in the House of Representatives.
The school bill was defeated when 95 Housé Re-
_publicans who voted to add an am offer~
ed by Congressman Powell; barring aid-to:school
s¥stema in defiance of the Supreme Court’s deci- .
sion voted against final passage of the bill.  +

A housing bill providing for 85,000 units of
ublic housin%clluring_ each of the next two years
e law. The Senate had originally endorsed

a program of 185,000 units for each of the next .

‘four years, but when the final .off-the-floor com«
promise was agreed to and-brought before the

Senate for ratification, Johnson' and Knowland |

effectively prevented a roll call vote. . 4 odt

The old Lodge 2Gossett proposal for giving -
more influence to the low-vote, one-party ?tatega
in electing the President was back before the
Senate again this year. This time it was labelled

the Daniel-Mundt-Thurmond proposal,-and would

have permitted extensive“gerrymande% :

failed of passage because the required two-
support could not be obtained. Senators A
Douglas, Case of New Jersey, and Lehman led
the battle against this dangerous scheme,

Oil-Gas Lobby Scandal
.. No review of the record of -the 84th Cone
.gress would be complete without a-¢ondemnation
of the majority in the Senate who voted for the
bill of the oil-gas industry to free producers’
prices from regulation, The condénmation is not
so much for their support of this anti-consumer
legislation, but for their all-out oppesition to an .
investigation of the scandalous activities of the-
industry in pressing for passage of the bill, The-
disclosure on the floor of the Senate of an attempt
by an oil company to influence a Senator’s vi
was not accepted as .a signhal for caution, but
started a stampede for a vote before more could
be learned. The Senate was guided in this dis-
gusting performance by Johnson and Knowland,
working together as a team. T e

Important matters of national concern were
passed over or unresolved in the attempt to avoid
controversy. Legislation to-meet the farm prob«
lem fell short of establishing a long-term policy
and a short-term answer to low farm ‘income,
Civil'rights and décent:immigration legislation
were lost in that seemingly inevitable compromise

with-the South, Tax reform was shelved because

eral . of sl:rm;gl:ﬁpodtion by the President. Improved

tion, on- d'boveta'géq:f the
1 gislation were
over : becatse: luﬂiclent.fvotea were not

than seven significant roll-calls in the House
- because most controversial issues were shunted

aside in committée before they .could reach
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l of Natural Gas——Passed
53-38, February 6. -

The Senate voted to revoke .
‘the. Federal Power Commission’s
authority: to regulate the price. of

" natural gas produced for trans...
mission in interstate pipelines. (A -

vote for removal of regulation is -

nurked minus; against, plus.)

- Eliminate 90% of Pmty
‘2' Provision from Farm
=* Bill—Passed 54-41
 March 8. -

The Senate voted to

“flexible” support program with a
minimum support level of 90% of
m!'i -on basic erops. (A vote for

on of the 90% provision is -
markedminus against, plus.) -

Direct Popular Eleenoﬁ

~ of the President and

V'ee-Presndent—~

Defeated 17-66,

March 27. ~ -

(A vote for the direct deletion
is marked plua, against, minus,)

ant Umted States P

mpaﬁon in Interna- -

‘ 4. tional Labor Orgamza
. lion—-Passed43-4-0, o

~ April 19, -

‘.The ‘Senate voted to limit Vs
‘pntiﬁpaﬁ inthaILO

' fur llmli:aﬂon
anaimt. plus.)

* Authorize New York
State Development of

5’“5!3

Passed 48-39, May 16.

(A vote for State development T'

18 marked plus against, minua,).

Reduce Amount of Pub-

, lic. Housing —
~* 3841, May 24.

-The-Senate voted to rejaet an.

amendment -substituting 85.000
low-rent public housing units

of the next two years for ihe -

recommendation .of
185,000 low-rent public housing
units for each of the néxt four
; (A vote for a lower number. .:

g mked minus; against, plus.) ..

"Remove Prevalling

7 Provision from
Highway Bill — Fassed

- 40-39, May 29, A
‘voted to’ eliminate
tha Dﬁg?gm:x Atcrt mmrement

s pa,
ey e, Tho Senate later
and the final high-
way bill included the provision: (A
voﬁe for eliminating the prevailing

wage requirement is
minus; against, plus.)

CmAidtolndmbySO% .

Defeated 23-56, .

- reject an
. xttempt to replace the Eisenhower -

— Defeated . MICHIGAN
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(A ‘vote for the:program is marked
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Gonﬁrmaﬁon of Sol)el- oWl
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10 off Appomtment——

Passed 64-19, July 16.

The - Senate confirmed "the ap-

pointment -of Simon Sobeloff to-the

United -States Court of 5
Sobeloﬂ had baen nttacked
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