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Professor Klemperer was born in New York City in 1927.  After service in the U S Navy, 1944-46,  he entered Harvard College and received a B.A. degree in 1950.  His Ph.D. degree was at the University of California, Berkeley (1954), where he studied with Professor George Pimentel.  He joined the faculty at Harvard University as an instructor in Analytical Chemistry in 1954.  He has remained there except for brief absences in 1968-69 when he spent an enjoyable sabbatical year with the astronomers at Cambridge, England, and in 1979-81 when he was at The National Science Foundation as Assistant Director for Mathematical and Physical Sciences.  Professor Klemperer has co-authored a number of papers with students and other colleagues.  He is a member of The National Academy of Sciences, The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, The American Chemical Society and The American Physical Society.He holds D.Sc. - University of Chicago. He has the Irving Langmuir Award in Chemical Physics from The American Chemical Society, the Earle K. Plyler Award from The American Physical Society and the Bomen Michelson Award from The Coblentz Society. The Peter Debye Award in Physical Chemistry - A C S

The Faraday Medal - The Royal Society of Chemistry (England),\

Honorary Citizen of the City of Toulouse, France, 

E. Bright Wilson Award in Spectroscopy –  A C S 2001


Professor Klemperer's research interests lie in the area of molecular structure, energy transfer and intermolecular forces.  Most of the research done in this area with his collaborators have involved experimental spectroscopic methods.  He has also worked on modeling molecule formation and detection in the interstellar medium.

