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1565 - 1844

1565

First Filipinos in Los Angeles

1609

Free Immigration era
(1609-1882)

Most Asian nations had an
immigration bar

1790

Naturalization Act
(naturalization available
only to “free white
persons”)

1798

Alien Act (President could
deport dangerous aliens)

Alien Enemy Act (President
could remove enemy alien
males 14 years and over)

1810

Hawaii is an independent kingdom

1835

First American sugar
plantations opened in
Hawaii

1839

First Opium War starts
(between China and Great
Britain)

1840

Appreciable Chinese
immigration to US begins

1842

First Opium War ends
(China loses)

Treaty of Nanking (Hong
Kong to Britain, 21M $
indemnity,
extraterritoriality)

1844

US and China sign first treaty

1845 -
1860

1846

Mexican-American War
starts (1846-1848)

1848

Gold discovered in CA

Mexican-American War
ends (America wins
California)

1849

Gold Rush starts

CA passes testimonial bar
challenged in People v. Hall

Passenger Cases
(immigration = foreign
commerce; federal
preemption)

1850

CA joins Union

China -- Taiping Rebellion
(lasts until 1864)

Hawaii

Masters & Servants Act passed

Establishes Royal Hawaiian
Agricultural Society to
recruit laborers

CA’s Foreign Miner Tax

Aliens ineligible for
citizenship (AIC) must pay
$20/month

Directed at Latinos

Soon Chinese paid most of taxes.

1851

Chinese form Sam Yup and Sze Yup associations

1852

CA Miner’s Tax directed at Chinese

1853

Commodore Perry sails into Tokyo Bay

1854

Japan ends seclusion

First treaty with US (similar
to treaties wrested by
Western nations from
China)

People v. Hall (CA)

People v. Brady (CA)
(affirming Hall but in civil
context)

1855

CA passes $50 capitation
tax to discourage
immigration of AICs

Struck down 1857
(preemption)

1856

Anglo-Chinese war begins
(1856-1858)

1858

Anglo-Chinese war ends
(1856-1858)

Treaty of Tentsin (China):
commerce and MFN status for
US

CA bars entry of “Chinese &
Mongolians”

Struck down (preemption)

1859

First public school for
Chinese opens in San
Francisco

switches to evening ESL
school in 1860

shuts down in 1871.

1860

Chinese make up 9.2% of CA population

Japan sends first diplomatic
mission to US

1861 - 1879

1861

Civil War starts

1862

CA passes of Protect Free
White Labor (a $2.50 Police
tax on each Chinese)

Struck down in Lin Sing v.
Washburn (1863)

1865

Civil War ends

Central Pacific Railroad
recruits workers

1866

Sun Cheon-Kee v. US (first
Sp. Ct. case with Asian
party; contract debt)

Civil Rights Act of 1866

1867

2,000 Railroad workers
strike for one week

1868

Japan

Meiji Restoration Begins

149 Japanese Laborers Illegally shipped to Hawaii

Bulingame Treaty (China):
Official end to strict
emigration policy

1869

Union-Central Pacific Railroad finished

1870

Chinese make up 8.8% of CA population

Mass meetings against Chinese for taking jobs

Naturalization Act amended

Citizenship now available
also to "persons of African
ancestry"

Attempt to include Chinese rejected

Civil Rights Act of 1870 (aimed to protect Chinese)

CA passes law requiring bonds from
Chinese, Japanese, and adjacent
Islanders unless can show good
character (targeted towards
prostitution). Struck down.

1871

First urban anti-Chines riot (Los Angeles)

1872

CA repeals People v. Hall statute

1875

Page Law bars immigration
of prostitutes, felons and
involuntary Chinese,
Japanese, Oriental subjects

Page Law was first direct
federal regulation of
immigration

Chu Lung v. Freeman (CA
statute conferred
unfettered discretion to
state officers to exclude
debauched women; seen as
extortion; declared
unconstitutional on
preemption grounds

1876

U.S. and Hawaii sign treaty
for duty-free entry of sugar

1877

Racial violence in Chico, CA

1878

In re Ah Yup (Cir.)(Chinese cannot naturalize)

1879

CA's Second constitution

Bars municipalities and
corporations from
employing Chinese or
Mongolian

Bars purchase and
inheritance of land

Allowed towns and cities to
segregate Chinese

1880 - 1892

1880

Chinese make up 8.7% of CA population

Riot in Denver against Chinese

Treaty modifies Burlingame obligations

Allows US to limit but not
absolutely prohibit
immigration

Allows teachers,
merchants, students and
those already in the US to
go back and forth

CA law prohibits marriage
license between whites and
Mongolians, Negroes,
mulattos and mixed blood

CA bars AICs from fishing

In re Parrot (striking down
CA's constitutional
provisions)

In re Ah Chong (striking
down CA's fishing law)

1882

Restriction Era
(1882-1924)

300,000 Chinese had entered

Chinese 6 formed in San Francisco

Korea: Treaty of Amity &
Trade, ending self imposed
isolation

Exclusion Act

Laborers barred for 10 years

Proscribed naturalization
(reaffirming Ah Yup
((1878))

Allowed those resident
before 11/1880 to go back
and forth, mentioned
section 6 reentry
certificates

Canton certificates for
non-laborers

1884

Japan: Treaty -- "liberty to
enter, travel, and reside."
Japan permits emigration
to Hawaii.

Exclusion Act amended to
require section 6 reentry
certificate as sole evidence
for reentry (everyone
claimed to be resident
before 1880)

Chew Heong (no retroactive
application of 1882, 1884
laws to person who left
1880)

CA Sp. Ct. holds that
Chinese must have access
to some public education

1885

San Francisco builds
segregated "Oriental"
school

Second transcontinental
railroad build

Racial violence in Rock
Springs, WY

First legally sanctioned Japanese
laborers arrive in Hawaii under Irwin
Convention

Soon Hing v. Crowley

1886

Racial violence in  NW,
West Coast

Yick Wo

1887

Racial violence in Hall's
Canyon, OR (31 Killed)

1888

Jung Ah Lung (no
retroactive application of
1884 law for person who
left 1883; parole evidence
accepted).

Scott Act

voids 20,000 valid 1882,
1884 reentry certificates
(after Chew Heong held no
retrospective application of
1882, 1884 laws).

1889

Chae Chan Ping (upholding Scott Act)

1890

Japanese population: 2,000

1892

Geary Act renews exclusion
of laborers for 10 more
years

Requires all Chinese laborers to register

Denied bail to Chinese in habeas proceedings

Fong Yue Ting (upholding
constitutionality of Geary
Act)

1893 - 1909

1894

Sino-Japanese War starts

Hawaii becomes a republic

Treaty with China

China accepted Geary Act’s terms

Scott Act revised to permit return
of laborers who had left
temporarily, & who had family &
property in US

Japan: Treaty: affirming
commitment to open
travel; MFN status for
Japanese aliens

In re Saito (naturalization)

1895

Sino-Japanese War ends

Lem Moon Sing (cut off
habeas corpus petitions)

1898

Spanish-American War ends

US takes jurisdiction as
part of peace settlement of
Spanish-American War

Hawaii annexed as territory

Wong Kim Ark

1900

Bubonic plague scare in SF

Japanese laborers from Haw. start going to mainland

All 3 parties (Democrats,
Republicans, Populists) call
for immigration restriction

Organic Act makes US law
applicable to Haw. Ends
contract labor

1901

Insular Cases (nationals
share fundamental rights)

1902

Chinese: Exclusion extended 10 more years

Koreans: By 1905, 7500 arrive in Hawaii

Filipinos: Pensionados arrive for higher education

1903

Korean: First group 101 immigrants arrive in Hawaii

1904

Russo-Japanese War starts

Japanese: First organized strike in Haw.

Punjabi Sikhs begin to
enter British Columbia

Chinese exclusion made indefinite

1905

Russo-Japanese War ends

Asiatic Exclusion League formed

Korea

Becomes Japanese
protectorate

Emigration ends

Jue Toy (INS has sole
discretion over
immigration)

SF passes resolution to segregate
Japanese students

CA law amended to forbid
marriage between Whites &
Mongolians

1906

S.F. Earthquake destroys
vital records

SF Japanese students segregated; 1906
earthquake created room in Chinese school

Roosevelt makes speech denouncing SF
segregation & calling for Japanese
naturalization (at least publicly)

1907

Filipinos: First batch of laborers arrive in Hawaii

Asian Indians: Driven out
of Bellingham, WA

Act:  Any woman who
marries foreigner takes on
nationality of husband;
citizenship regained after
termination.

Test case Aoki v. Deane (challenging
Japanese segregation; settled)

Gentleman’s agreement
(Restrict emigration of
laborers; laborers who had
already been in US could
return; parents, wives and
children allowed to reunite;
SF school board agrees to
rescind segregation order)

EO 589 bars secondary
migration from Haw.,
Mexico, or Canada

1909

7,000 plantation workers
strike for 4 months

Halladjian (Armenians are White)

1910 - 1923

1910

Korea: Annexed by Japan

Filipinos: Pop:  2k (mostly in Hawaii)

1911

Asian Indians: By 1917, 2000 enter

Balsara (Parsees are White)

1912

Treaty allowing Japanese &
Americans to “own or lease and
occupy houses, manufactories . . .
to lease land for residential and
commercial purposes” and engage
in trade.

1913

Asian Indians: Found Gadhar party

CA Alien Land Law (targeted at Japanese)

1914

World War I begins

1917

Act of 1917

Excludes all immigrants
who cannot read language

(against SE Europeans,
Catholics)

Excludes all immigrants
from Asiatic Barred Zone
(included India, SE Asia,
Pacific Islands) except
teachers, merchants,
students

AZ Alien Land Law

1918

WW I ends

After WW I, appreciable #s
of immigrants

WW I veterans allowed to naturalize

1920

Women only 10% of total
Chinese population

Chinese Population : 111K (48 states)

10,000 Japanese & Filipino
plantation workers strike

Japan stopped issuing
picture bride passports to
placate anti-Japanese
movement

Increased recruitment of
workers in this decade

CA initiative plugs up
loopholes in 1913 Alien Land
law

1921

CA regulates foreign
language schools’ teachers
and books

WA Alien Land Law

1922

Ozawa.  Ineligible for
citizenship

NM Alien Land Law

Cable Act (undoes 1907
law, except for women
marrying AIC)

1923

Thind. Ineligible for
citizenship

ID, MO, OR Alien Land Laws

alien land law cases

Terrace v. Thompson
(upholds WA’s land law)

Porterfield v. Webb
(upholds CA’s land law)

Webb v. O’Brien
(sharecropping illegal)

Frick v. Webb (forbids
aliens ineligible for
citizenship to own stocks in
corps formed for farming)

1924 - 1944

1924

Exclusion Era (1924-1952)

1600 plantation laborers
strike for 8 months

National Origins Quota Act

Quota: 2% of foreign-born
persons of such nationality
in US in 1890 (hurt Jews,
Italians, Slavs, & Greeks)

Barred all immigration of
AICs (including merchants,
teachers, students) unless
admissible as non-quota
immigrant or certain family
exceptions

Barred immigration of alien wives

Primary target of 1924 Act
AIC provision = Japanese

1925

Toyota

1927

Gong Lum v. Rice
(upholding segregated
education of Chinese)

Farrington v. Tokushige
(striking down regulations
of foreign language
schools)

1930

JACL founded

Riot in Watsonville, CA

Act allows entry of wives if
marriage occurred on or
before 1924

1931

Cable Act amended (no
American born woman
would lose citizenship by
marrying alien)

1932

Through 1934, Influx
peaks; resentment peaks

1934

Lettuce pickers strike in
Salinas Valley, CA

Tydings-McDuffie Act
Independence 1946; lose
national status; quota of 50
immigrants

1936

AFL charters Filipino-Mexican union of field workers

Cable Act entirely repealed

1937

Last ethnic strike in Hawaii

1939

Wadia (Parsees are not White)

1940

AFL charters Filipino Federated Agricultural Laborers Assoc.

1941

US enter WWII

Dec: 2000 JA leaders interned in DOJ camps

1942

Internment starts

120,000 interned by October

EO 9066 (Feb)

Public Law 503 (March)

1943

Topaz incident

Nisei 100th battalion to Africa

Chinese Repealer

Erases exclusion laws

Allows Chinese
naturalization

Quota of only 105
immigrants of Chinese
descent,

regardless of national origin

1944

Tule Lake (where “disloyal” were kept) placed under martial law

Draft reinstated for nisei

Draft resistance at Heart Mountain

442nd gains fame

Exclusion orders repealed

1945 -1964

1945

WW II ends

Liberation

War Brides Act

1946

First AA elected to state
office, Wing F. Ong (AZ
House)

Chinese wives of citizens allowed as nonquota
immigrants; redresses historical gender ration
problem

Filipino & Indian
Naturalization Act
(Luce-Peller Act)

Filipinos

Allows naturalization

Quota 100

Wives & children may enter
as nonquota immigrants

Indians

wins independence

Naturalization Rights

Quota 100

Wives & children may enter
as nonquota immigrants

1947

Amendment to 1945 War Brides Act allows Chinese
American veterans to bring home brides

1949

Chinese revolution

5000 educated refugees allowed
asylum, after Communist take
over

1952

Partial Liberalization Era
(1952-1965)

McCarran-Walter Act

Abolishes Asiatic Barred Zone

Abolished race as
qualification for
naturalization (which undid
1924 bar on AICs)

Continues 1924 national
origins system

Limits immigration to 2,000
from Asia-Pacific triangle

Japanese: Quota of 185

Korean: Quota of 100

1956

First AA elected to
Congress, Dalip Singh
Saund

CA repeals Alien Land Law

1959

Filipino and Mexican agricultural workers
united to form United Farm Workers Org.
Committee

Haw. becomes state

1962

AG paroles 15,000 Chinese refugees

1964

First AA woman in
Congress, Patsy Mink from
Hawaii

WW2 &
Model Minority

1965 - 1990

1965

Total Liberalization Era
(1965-Present)

Immigration Reform

Asia-Pacific Triangle
repealed

Abolishes national origins quotas

Uniform country quotas of 20,000

1970

Korean: Pop:  70k

1971

Indian-Pakistan War

1974

Lau v. Nichols

1975

US leaves Vietnam

SE Asian: 1st wave:  130,000 refugees

1976

Health Professionals Education Assistance
Act limits # of medical professional
immigrants

1977

SE Asian: 2nd wave:  since
1975, 2k per month of
“boat people” arrive

Eilberg Act further restricts
immigration of
professionals

1978

JACL calls for reparations

SE Asian:  3d wave:  until 1980,
expulsion of ethnic Chinese,
Cambodians, Laotians, Hmong, Mien,
Tai Dem

1980

Chinese Pop: 810k

Japanese Pop: 460k; 80% US born

Korean Pop:  354k

Filipino Pop:  775k

SE Asian: Refugee Act

1981

Commission on Wartime
Relocation concludes
“grave injustice”

Chinese: Separate quota for Taiwan

1982

Murder of Vincent Chin

1983

Japanese: Writs of Coram Nobis filed

1989

Japanese: Legal apology
and reparation

1990

Chinese: Increased Hong
Kong quota

Filipino: Naturalization
granted to veterans of WW
II

modern Asian America
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