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KHALID MOHAMMED/AP

A huge explosion is seen Monday in downtown Baghdad. The Palestine Hotel, which houses many 
foreign journalists in Iraq, was hit by two rockets and a car bomb yesterday, damaging rooms and 
killing at least six people, Iraqi police said.

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

President Bush shakes hands Monday with Federal Reserve Board
Chairman Alan Greenspan (left) after naming his top White House
economic adviser, Ben Bernanke (center), to replace the retiring
Greenspan.

‘Donor fatigue’ concerns region’s nonprofits
They fear donations

to high-profile disasters
will hurt local drives.

BY BILL ZLATOS
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Don Meredith did well in the
stock market this year, so he

gave more generously to his fa-
vorite charity, the Salvation
Army.

Meredith, 81, of North Stra-
bane, Washington County, gave
the Western Pennsylvania Divi-
sion $9,000 — up from his usual
$2,000 — but this time he split it
three ways: for Katrina relief,
local flood victims and operating

costs. He’s concerned, though,
that other donors might forget the
regular needs of local charities.

“It’s evident that when people
give to these specific situations
like the Katrina disaster, they
lighten up on their normal con-
tributions,” he said. “Most peo-
ple only have so many dollars to
give.”

Many nonprofit officials share
the same view. They praise the
unselfish response of residents to
the headline-blaring disasters.
But they worry whether donors
will give enough to meet local
needs, especially during holiday
fundraisers.

“Each time there’s another
crisis, it takes its toll on local

nonprofits,” said Myrna Zelenitz,
executive director of the East
End Cooperative Ministry in
East Liberty. “We’ve had so
many hurricanes, the tsunami
and the earthquake in Pakistan.”

Zelenitz hasn’t seen her food
pantry so bare in at least 10 years.
The problem is called “donor 
fatigue” — a waning of contribu-

tions from donors exhausted by
the past year’s seemingly endless
spate of disasters. Compounding
the problem are rising gas and
utility costs.

Nationally, nearly 31 percent
of nonprofits responding to a sur-
vey cited “the hurricane impact

Bombers
target
hotel

The Baghdad site houses
foreign journalists.

BY MARIAM FAM
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD — A white car
sped up to the thick wall protect-
ing the Palestine Hotel and ex-
ploded, blasting out a section of
the concrete. Within minutes,
suicide bombers in two other ve-
hicles tried to get through the
breach.

One of them, a cement truck,
made it — but apparently became
stuck and blew up after a U.S.
soldier opened fire on it. Had the
driver traveled 20 or 30 yards far-
ther and detonated the bomb at
the hotel entrance, the attack

could have killed many people
inside the Palestine, where for-
eign journalists and contractors
are based.

As it was, American troops
and journalists escaped without
serious injury, but at least a half-
dozen passers-by were killed.

The deafening attack sent up a
giant cloud of smoke and debris

Wilma
batters
South

Florida
The Category 3

hurricane caused the
largest power outage

in state history.

BY JAMIE MALERNEE
AND SCOTT WYMAN

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.
— Hurricane Wilma clobbered
the entire southern half of
Florida on Monday, killing six
people, causing heavy flooding
in the Florida Keys, ripping off
roofs from the west coast to the
east, blasting out South Florida
office high-rise windows, and
creating the largest power out-
age in state history.

Despite having a week to
prepare, residents were left
gasping at Wilma’s strength
and reach. The hurricane came
ashore 22 miles south of Naples
as a Category 3 storm and
buzzed across the state, the fifth
Category 3 or higher storm to
hit Florida in 19 months. Pres-
ident Bush declared Florida a
major disaster area as of yes-
terday afternoon, with Collier,
Lee and Monroe counties qual-
ifying for federal assistance,
and the possibility of more
counties to be added in coming
days.

In South Florida, what made
Wilma unique was her wide
wake, causing nearly universal
power outages and major de-
struction in Broward, Miami-
Dade and Palm Beach counties,
which have traditionally taken
turns bearing the brunt of pre-
vious storms.

Officials warn they may not
have power fully restored for
another four weeks.

Due to the extensive dam-
age, many South Florida cities
remained under curfew from
7 p.m. yesterday to 7 a.m. today.

“I said beforehand that I
thought people would be un-
pleasantly surprised by the
power of this storm, and I think
they have been unpleasantly
surprised,” said Tony Carper,
Broward’s emergency man-
agement director. 

Local economists back nominee
They like Bush’s choice

of Bernanke for Fed chief.

BY RICK STOUFFER
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Among his fellow economists,
Ben Bernanke is regarded as
knowledgeable and
open-minded, some-
one with first-hand
experience of the
nation’s economic
policy who likely
wouldn’t rock the boat if he takes
the helm of the Federal Reserve
Board next year.

Bernanke, 51, a native Geor-
gian who four months ago became
chairman of President Bush’s

Civil rights heroine
Rosa Parks dies at 92

Her refusal to give up
her bus seat sparked

the 1955 transit boycott
in Montgomery, Ala.

BY CASSANDRA SPRATTLING
DETROIT FREE PRESS

When Rosa Parks refused to
get up, an entire race of people
began to stand up for their
rights as human beings.

It was a simple act that took
extraordinary courage in Mont-
gomery, Ala., in 1955. It was a
place where black people had 
no rights white people had to 
respect. It was a time when

racial discrimi-
nation was so
common, many
blacks never
questioned it.

At least not
out loud.

Then came
Rosa Parks.

The mild-
mannered black
woman refused
to give up her
seat on a city bus
so a white man
could sit down.

Jim Crow laws had met their
match.
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FOOTBALL WPIAL announces
high school playoff pairings C12-13

Seeking special skates 
for Sidney
Following in the
footsteps of L.C.
Greenwood’s gold shoes
and Michael Jordan’s Air
Jordans, we want
readers to design
signature skates
for the
Penguins’
Sidney
Crosby.
See 
E4 for
details.

Parks: She
was considered
a catalyst for
the civil rights
movement.

�� Report: At least 21 detainees
have died in U.S. custody.  A7

�� Lemons: The Pentagon can’t
get its money back for vehicles it
bought from an Iraqi supplier.  A7

�� Misled: U.S. investigators say
a British lawmaker profited from
the oil-for-food program.  A7


